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A CoNKiDfiAABLB tEme bes now elapsdJ since General 
Dsv&RBCfx fimt Unded in IrMand, for the purpose of raising an 
Irish Ijiegion to aid &e Sooth Americans in throwing off the 
Spanish yoke, and proclaiming tbeir independence. Numerous 
individuals, whether from a love of honor, or as a mere matter 
«f fpecnlative interest, enrolled themselves around the standard of, 
Ubeity ; and not a few, nay tiie greatet number of those fea- 
tfier-bed soldiers. Who Sought to arrive «t the summit of honot 
«nd fortune, without any of the difficulties which necessarily^ 
aooompany ^ueh a warfare, -finding the path difficult and ardu« 
^as,Tetumed, aniid hardship and beggary, to their native soiU 
Without being able» duly to appreciate those exertions, or com-^ 
pass .those rewards Which were in store for the pei^t^veringi 
M»ay feporis have, of course, been circulated by those Aeroej, 
by which their desertion from the cause of liberty might be 
rendered plausible and praiseworthy — reports which have not 
only- tended to bring disgrace upon the promulgators of their 
disgrace, but to bring into discredit that noble cause in which, 
on the first going olF, they were socager; but the difficulties and 
-dangers of -which they had not sufficient courage to withstand. 
1 am qot, nor do 'I wi^h to be, the advocate of any man or set 
of men, by whom -thejr may have conceived themselves to be 
boodwittked or cozened ; nor do I, in the slightest possible de- 
gree,, wish to anrafgn the motives by which any person was in- 
duced to desert the South American banner, or deprecate the 

Bfteasures of ttiose to whom they had entrusted ihe first fruits of 
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ttieiJ- konoraUe career— far be it from me j I gpoak bf Vrbat t 
know, and testify that I have seen : I have shared in their suf- 
lerings, and returned unrewarded— but of the causes which led 
to my return, tAep will appear in the course of my Journal. A 
plain and simple narrative of the events to whith I was an eye 
and ear^witness, is all that I pretend to; and whether labouring 
tander mental or bodily agony, brenjo^iftg the progress of liber- 
ly, under the command of the indefatigable Bolivar, each event 
shall be feithfully recorded. Attached to no paity, I am not the 
(advocate of any, and shall, therefore, confine myself to those 
facts which I have witnessed, and which* it is almost tonfjeces- 
sary for me to say, will be fully vouched tor by the united testi* 
monies of such as have persevered in the cause, in which they 
embarked, and from which they are, m aU likelihood, about to 
reap a golden harvest. 

Itmay be askedbysome-whythepublicationof my Journal has 
l,een so long delayed? To this I answer-that upon my return {^m 
Columbia, party spirit, at least so far as the South Americarr 
cause was concerned, ran amaaingly high j and a prodigious 
poruoB of unfounded abuse and calumny was poured forth 
^amst General Devereux, by those who had returned from 
Maiguarittaf I then. tLrough the medium of thopaWio press 
exerted my feeble efforts, to stem the torrent of inveetive «nd- 
disabuse the public feeling, as to the powe« of the General • 
and, /r„« ^own knowledge, speak of the authority with 
which h^ was invested by Bolivar. The Journal, which I had 
constantly kept, was not sufficiently detailed to wfute the vari 
ons and unfounded calumnies which, at that period, were suser- 
abundant: its publication was, therefore, delayed, until the 
smoothmg hand of time had levelled the asperities which mh! 
fortune had raised; or, until some one. who had equal opportu- 
nities and gtealer competency, wpuld undertake the twk I 
also feel, even at this distant period; that I have a sacred duty 
to perform to the relatives of some of my comrades, who, les^ 
fortunate than myself.have sunk under the accumulated miseries 
■ot fetiTue, wa..t. and their concomitant attendant, disease — 
Miseries which are kseparabk from a war&re similar to that 
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OB lb& South American continent, and to wldch every a^eo^ 
tnrer, with the smallest share of penetiation, must have looked 
forward, as the precursors of those advantages and honors, to 
which he aimed, as the leward of his toil. If,^ in pursuance of 
my object, I shall remove one hlot from the character of the 
praiseworthy patriot, or satisfactorily detail the fate of an un^ 
fortunate companion, whose body rests on a distant sod, but 
'whose memory still lives in the bosom of his friends, the ends I 
have in view, in the publicntion of my Journal, will be fully 
attained. 

W. J. A. 
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JOURNAL, ^bc. 



In the month of July, 1819^ I became attached 
io the 2d Division of the Regiment of Lancers^ 
which Greneral Devebeux was raising in Ireland, 
in support of South American independence; 
anid immediately afterwards sailed ffom Dnhlin, 
on board thetlimnah^ under the command of 
Colonel Ajflmep. This division consisted of 7S 
cffficer^^ and about a similar number of non-c6m- 
missioned officers and privates; the officers^ for 
the most part, were young and inexperienced, 
which was the cause of considerable discord and 
dispute upon the passage outwards. The shipV 
^totes were not only scanty in quantity, but of a 
very inferior quality : the only aTlolvance, for 
men and offlcensf, being ftice or Oatmeal Porridge 
and Molasses for Breakfast, and Park or bad 
Beef and Black Biscuit for Dinner, ivith an al- 
lowance of two quatts of water per diem each,. 
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a privatton which was the more acutely felt as we 
approached the torrid zone: During the early 
part of our voyage the bad quality of the provisi-' 
ons was in some degree unknown to the officers,, 
as each had provided himself with a private store^ 
which^ however, was soon exhausted. 

Light breezes, throughout which a small boat 
might have ridden in safety, gradually wafted us 
to our destined port, while the time passed in un« 
interesting tranquillity, save when disturbed by 
the quarreling of my youthful companions, or less, 
savage amusements of Shark and Dolphin Fish- 
ing, which we exercised to satiety. About S 
o'clock in the morning of the 24th of September, 
a cry of " Land, Land," from an officer on the. 
quarter deck, made us, one and all, shake off our 
slumbers, and hasten to gaze upon the gladspnae . 
sight; a short time soon convinced us of its 
reality. A. light breeze having sprung up, about 
1 o'clock we were off the island of To6a^o, pre- 
senting to our view as we passed, in a southerly 
direction, a rich, elevated country, agreeably di- 
versified with cottages, villages, plantations, apd. 
extensive tracks of fertile, well cultivated soil.. 
Passing Tobago, a few hours brought us within, 
view of Trinidadyhold and majestic as it rose from 
the ocean ; such was our distance, that the out- 
line was only perceptible, and we were unable to, 
discern any thing of the actual appearance of 
the island. The sight of land, however, of any 
description^ gave a new impetus to our spirits^^ 
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which Were previously and gradually becoitiitig 
depressed ; and thus elevated with the hopes of 
speedily making our destination, we saw with 
unusual pleasure the clouds of night close around 
us. 

September 25th— Another of those duels with 
which niy companions (inexperienced as they 
were in the art of war,) sought to arrange the trii. 
vial diflTerences, almost inseparable from the novel 
situation iti which they were placed, and fired, as 
were their youthful breasts,with the glories which, 
in idea, they had already achieved, in freeing a 
noble race of men from the dominion of their an- 
cient taskmasters, roused me at an earlier hour 
than usual^ from my slumbers. The interference 
of the Captiain, fbr a tiihe put a stop to it ; and the 
sight of Marguarittaj with which we were soon 
gratified, put an end to every difierence. Upoil 
the first sight of this long-looked-for spot, a mur- 
mur of joy was, by the whole crew, mingled with 
the breeze; even an unfortunate comrade, who 
had been wounded in a former rencontre, was 
carried upon deck, and amid the general exul- 
tation with which we beheld this " land of pro- 
mise," forgot the pains and infirmities under 
which he laboured. The island appeared high 
and woody,' but upon a nearer approach, what to 
our distant vision, we had conceived as the flour- 
ishing growth of the soil, we found to be nothing 
more than groups of prickly Bars, scorched by 
the rays of a meridian sun. About 6 o'clock in 
the evening, the Captain considering it unsafe to 
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to proceed farther along a coast, with whose na-* 
ture he was ignorant^ cast anchor in 13 fathoms 
water^ wUhiii a few fprlongs of the shore, which 
seeoied gloomy and formidably bold. A solitary 
light, like the glimmering uf a midnight taper^ 
was the only visible.appearance of its bemg inha- 
bited i and the three signal guns with which we 
amiounced our aroriva^ were alone ai)swejred by 
the respondent shouts of our joyous crew. 

26th. — At day*light this morning we weigh- 
ed i^ichor^ and the wind blowing fresh^ 
we cro:<^ded sail and passed aloBg the shores of 
Marguaritta: a number of small canoes laden 
with natives, were the first human beings we^ha4 
yet &een ; but such their timidity^ that no persua- 
sion could induce them to come alongside. 
About ten o'clock A. M, a small schooner issued 
out of a bay at some distmice, and bearing doi^n 
.upon 41S, approached cautiously, as if observing 
who aud what we were, she lowered a boast^ con«- 
taining one white man, in white jacket and trow*^ 
sers, and half a dozen savsiges almost naked. 
The Pilot <[for so the white man was afterwards 
found to be) as he came alongside, cried out 
"^^ kee^p from the land, my fooj^rs" and immediately 
j«umped on board. From this fellow we heard oif 
ithe safe sorrival of our -first dii^sion^ the entire* of 
Colonel M£ A D£'sJlegiment,aiid ihe Patri^Squa^ 
droii comn^nded by Admiral Bftiw, which was 
.ifhen lying at anchor in a hay at some dif^anoe to 
ihe south(M^r4« 1?he ordeis of ^e Admiral were, 
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that Colonel Aylmbr should Immediately pro- 
ceed to shore in the schooiier^s boat ; which he 
hastened to do, accompanied by an interpreter. 
As the schooner, with our commander on boards 
passed our Larboard bow, her crew gave three 
cheers, which we returned, anxiously awaiting- 
the result of an interview, in which those pros- 
pects, for which we had left our native land, were 
so nearly and dearly concerned. 

The landing of our Colonel upon the island 
was announced by a salute of Artillery from the 
neighbouring Forts ; in the mean time, we, enter- 
ing the bay of Juan GtiegOy cast anchor in the 
midst of the Patriot Squadron. The harbour of 
Juan Griego iH excellent, and protected upon 
each side by a fortification ; that on the right, as 
you enter, was built by the women of the island. 
Fronting the town we perceived a species of bul- 
wark, which had been hastily thrown up by our 
1st Division, when they were in momentary dread 
of an attack from a Spanish Squadron which had 
blockaded the island, for some time, and had only 
taken its departure from the coast the day previ- 
ous to our arrival: our surprize and joy may be 
easily conceived when we found that those ves- 
sels, we had seen the previous day, were part 
of the enemies « ships, and from which our 
escape seemed miraculous. The Patriot Navy, 
which now surrounded us, consisted of eight 
Gun- brigs, of 14 guns each, ten Schooners 
of 10 guns each; with a number of smaller Flech'* 
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imy (xunboafs, &c. &t. The Flag Ship, La 
Grande Vietorte, was sunk in the Bay, and 
nearly covered with water. This small fleet, 
commanded by Admiral Btiio.V, seemed in ex- 
cellent order, well rigged and trimmed, and, as 
^e afterwards had reason to believd, still better 
manned than either. 

Th^ joy which so univeri^ally pervaded our 
little, band, upon reaching the wished-for port, 
and the fapture with which we received a number 
of our fellow adventurers, of the 1st division, 
who had hastened on board to greet our arrival, 
w^ soon changed to mourning, at the recital df 
those scenes of want, sickness and indescribable 
misery, under which thej^ had existed, and were 
Btill suflfering, and of w^hich we were so soon to 
become partakers* 

27th — Orders having arrived onboard, from 
Admiral Brion, to land the troops, I was 
fimong the first who took their places in the 
pinnace, and after half an hour's ^^ tugging at the 
oar," by a parcel of lazy negroes, I first trod the 
inhospitable shores ofilfar(^iiart7 #a, where 1 expe- 
rienced a kind and hearty welcome from my for- 
mer friend and countryman, Lieut. Brown, witt 
whom I adjourned to a neighbouring hut. Upoii 
my return, my luggage, ^hich I had mcautiously 
{soifered to remain, was no longer io be found — ft 
had become a prey tosome of those prowling ma- 
rauders with which the island abounded. — My 
i^pirit^^ which the information of the previous da^ 
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^liad sufficiently depressed, were by no nieans ex- 
hilarated by the ^Communications of fny friend^ 
who stated^ that since their arrival upon the 
island, they had not even receiyed the promise of 
pay, and that their only rations were, a pint of 
Oatmeal,and one half pint of new Rum per diem : 
upon which, with a scanty supply of miserably 
bad Water, they were obliged to undergo six 
hours severe drilling dfai7y, exposed to the beams 
of a vertical sun. 

I, with five of my friends^ were shewn to our 
quarters, a wretched hut of Bamboo, about 12 
feet in length, by 10 in breadth ; where, after the 
fatigue and starvation of the day, we had the 
earth for our bed, and our cloaks for a covering ;. 
while our restless slumbers were disturbed by the 
crawling of lizards and other vermin, which 
roamed alon^ our faces, &c. in abundance. Turn^ 
ing from this baleful scene, I and my friends reti*- 
red to dine in the only thing which had preten- 
sions to the name of an Inn, where, compared with 
our other cot^ farts, the accommodation was tole- 
rable; after dinner we did every justice to Blacr 
SaxM's hospitality, and o'er the festive board, for- 
got, for tl^ moment, the ills with which we were 
surrounded, and to the termination of which we,, 
as yet, saw no prospect, 

28th — My attention, upon awaking this morn- 
hig, was rou$ed,i)y the pitiable situation in which 
Iperceived/lyingatmy side, an English Officer, 



Vfho had served in the British Legion and bad 
been wounded in the late engagement at Cuma-' 
nay where General English and his Troops had 
been defeated ; he was stretched upon the naked 
ground^ with scarcely an article of covering; 
where, without medicine or care» he seemed to 
await that fate which had already overtaken so 
many of his countrymen. Upon rising from my 
earthen couch I found my fellow-sufferers, seated 
around a vessel of Porridge, of which i partook, 
using as a wretched substitute for milk, the di- 
luted juice of the Papillan^ a species of nou- 
rishment rendered palatable by necessity. The 
only thing of importance, this day, was the sud-« 
den illness of General English, whose state be- 
came still more unfavourable as the evening ap^ 
proached. 

29th — Our first news this morning was, that 
General English was no more ; his exertions in 
the cause of freedom, were arrested in their pro- 
gress by the unerring hand of death. Orders 
were issued,, by the Commanding Officer, for the 
men and officers composing the Irish Legion, to 
appear on Parade, iy full uniform, to convey, in 
accordance with his latest wishes, the body of 
the deceased General to its silent and final rest- 
ing-place. At 4 o'clock p. M. the mournful 
stroke of the Muffled Drum announced the first 
mpvement of the doleful procession^ in the fol- 
lowing order — 
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. Colonel Meade's Rifle Brigade, arms reversed. 
The entire Regiment of Lancers^ rank and file^ 

arms reversed. 
Native Troops of Marguaritta two and two. 

THE BODY, 
' Borne by Lancer Officers. 
General English's Staff. 
General De^ereux's Staff. 

Admiral Brion's Staff. 

Captains of the Patriot Navy. 

Lieutenants of the Navy. 

Sailors, two and two. 
Marines, two and two. 
The body being deposited in the silent tonib,three 
discharges of musquetry announced the close of 
the solemn ceremony, which were answered by a 
heavy discharge of Artillery from the neighbour- 
ing Forts, from the Admiral's Flag-ship, and 
most of the vessels in the Bay. The native 
troops consisted of about 2,000 of as fine looking 
and brave soldiers as ever handled a musket, and 
were dressed in Blue Jackets and White Trowsers, 
their Bayonets by their sides, and their Guns in 

their hands, but which they carried in a style pe- 
culiar to themselves ; their sombre features bore 

evident marks of their participation in the feel- 

ings of the multitude, assembled to witness the 

awful ceremony. " The warriors home" having 

closed upon him for ever, the troops returned to 

Juan Cfriego ; the sun was sinking into his wa- 

Jtery bed in unusual splendour^ and . the music 
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playing our nations^ air of ^* Patrick's Day/^ re- 
minded us of the land of our nativity^ from 
'which we w^ere separated, and to which, like our 
f departed countryman, many were destined never 
to return. 

General English had long served in the Bri- 
tish Army, holding the rank ot »Senior Lieutenant '" 
in the 18th Light Dragoons, but animated with 
the hopes held out to the enterprising, and eager 
to aid the exertionsof the Spanish Patriots in 
freeing themselves from the despotic tyranny of 
Ferdinand ; he sailed for Marguaritta in the 
month of December, 1817, on board the Erne' 
raid, as Lieutenant-Colonel in the 1st Venezue- 
lian Hussars, under the command of Colonel 
HiPPESLKY. The disappointed ambition of Cd- 
lonel H. caused his speedy return to his native 
country, certainly with severe pecuniary loss, and 
after undergoing considerable privations ; a de- 
tailed account of which he has laid before the 
public, with severe phillipics, upon the charac- 
ters ^ of some of the Patriot Generals, which fu- 
ture events have already proved to have been 
rashand uncalled for. Colonel English, more 
.zealous and perseyering^fter serving a campaign 
with BoiiiVAB, also returned to England, but 
armed with authority, by the Supreme Chief, to 
raise a Legioii which he himself might l^ad to 
victory and final reward. Notwithstanding the 
disrepute which the ex-parte statements of such 
>£is had returned disconsolate and baffled in their 
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prospects, Colonel English justly anticipated 
the alacrity with which his countrymen would 
rally round the standard of liberty ; and in De- 
cember 1818, he again embarked at London for 
Marguaritta, having in his train a thousand 
brave soldiers, all of whom had fought the battles 
of their native country, and who, peace rendering 
their further labours unnecessary, sought fresh 
laurels in a distant and less hospitable clime. — 
In the month of March,l819,thiseffectiveLegion 
landed in Marguuiritta, and immediately pro- 
ceeded towards the main land^ attacked Cumana 
unsuccessfully ,took possession of Sareetona^ and 
immediately proceeded to quarters in the interior. 
General ExNglish, honored with the friendship 
and esteem of the supreme Chief, having been 
appointed Military Governoi* of Marguarittm, 
returned thither, bringing with him such of his 
soldiers as had been wounded in the late warfare; 
where a fever, brought on by over-exertion in the 
preparations to resist the threatened landing of 
the Spanish fleet, at once put a period to his mili- 
tary career, and his life. The death of General 
English was severely felt by his brother officers, 
to whom, his urbanity and general deportment 
had endeared him. In figure he was rather above 
the common size, and his open, well-formed coun- 
tenance, was a true index of the manly feelings 
which prompted him toVisk, and lose his life, in 
support of South American Independence^ 
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SOthv A fruitless attempt was this morning; 
made to raise the Admiral's Flag-ship ; a fine ves- 
sel, which brought from England Colonel HiP-» 
PESLEY^s 1st Hussars, and which, having been 
purchased by the Independent Government, re-* 
ceived with its change of owners and situations^ 
a suitable change of name, from ^ The JBmeralct, 
to " Le Grande Victorie^^ 

Two of our Officers (DaVis and Jones,) 
died, and were buried with military honors 
in the sands : many, others were lying a 
prey to wretchedness and want, without 
beds, proper nourishment, medicine, or care. As 
our means of purchasing wholesome provisions 
daily decreased, so in proportion, increased the 
number of victims. To such a situation was I 
now reduced, that I gladly accepted of 6 dollars 
for the saddle and bridle which, in Dublin, had 
cost me upwards of iseven guineas. Sauntering 
through the village of Juan Griego, with my 
friend BaowN, we were witnesses, for the first 
time, of a native dance — a species of fandango. 
A regular ring having been formed by a number 
of bystanders, of both sexes, a man rushed for- 
ward, the commencement of whose antic gestures 
was announced by a frightful howl from the 
spectators ; after making a circular movement 
round the ring with his body nearly doubled, he 
was joined by his female companion, whose arrival 
was also greeted by a howl ; she, taking a reverse 
direction, moved in a similar position to the male^ 
until both came in contact; when they assumed a 
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varief}' of posture, and moved in slow attitudes, 
devoid of all grace, and accompanied with appfu-* 
priate distortion of body and countenance.; dur-^ 
inor the varied continuance of their man<puvres 
each kept up a mournful cry of *^ a Low, a Lee,'' 
and each time their bodies came in contact, the 
delighted multitude set up their usual shout. 

t/tia/i OriegOy the chief town,and residence of 
the principal inhabitants of the island, skirts the 
shores of the bay to which I have previous alJud-> 
ed, and contains about SOQ inhabitants : it is an 
irregular assemblage of huts, partly built of 
stone, covered, with a red tile, but by far the 
greater number are of mud, straw, or Bamboo^ 
and none exceeding in height a single story ; the 
rooms, generally speaking, are spacious and airy. 
There is a good Billiard Table in the village, 
-which is well attended by the resident French 
merchants; Hazard and ving et une, particu- 
larly the latter, are common sources of amuse- 
iiient,and tended considerably to lighten the pui^es 
of some of our officers, who were foolish enough 
to risk theirfortunes on thedie,and deprive them- 
selves of the only means by which they might add 
to their own, or the comforts of their more desti- 
tute friends. There is an excellent market, 
abundantly supplied with Turtle, a variety of 
other fish, and delicious fruit, in the quality and 
cheapness of which, Marguaritta surpasses any 
oftheother West India islands, especially in its 
Pine Apples, Melons, and Oranges. This island 

c 
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klra kttofdu fiorses, Pigs^ and Goats ; there Br€ 
no Black Cattle, but if hat are brought from the 
Maine, and Mutton is not to be had at any priee^ 
But all these comforts are inadequate to compen^ 
sate the inhabitants of Juan Ortega for the sear- 
city of fresh water^ as none can be procured with* 
in a shorter distance than three miles; and eveor 
that scarce, and of a miserably bad quality, bein^ 
procured from a stagnant pool^ and rolled in bar-* 
rels the entire'distance ; the badness of the roads^ 
preventing the possibility of any other kind of 
conveyahe^. 

October 1st —^My friettd Bkowh and I hsTing- 
agreed to visit together the interior of the island, 
and procured mules for the purpose, had, in ho- 
nor of our journey, taken a comfortable break- 
fast at Bla^cr Sam's, and started. The road, or 
rather pathway, from Juan Griego to Forte 
Norte, a distance of six miles, iar, for the greater 
part, through an extensive Jungle, consisting of 
low shrubs, and prickly f urrs, so closely interwo- 
ven that the pasis^ge is almost impervious to aii 
European, although the natives can find their 
way with as much ease as the animals whose foot^ 
steps they trace ; I doubt much, had we strayed 
from the regular path^ whether the clue of Aria- 
dne could have extricated us from the labyrinths 
As we proceeded we saw several flocks of a small 
species of Parrot, called by the natives Paro-- 
quetta ; the bill, wings, and plumage^ are uni*" 
formly grey ^ they are apt scholars^ and quickly 
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taflght to imitate die varieties of the human voice. 
We also saw the bird, from its cry called Tropp-- 
^Ij a bird much sought for, about the size of our 
common thrush; it has a bright yellow top, with 
breast of the same colour, whilst the wiogs and 
back exhibit a mixture of white, red, and black :: 
its plumage is highly prized, as an ornament, by 
the Indian Chiefs on the Maine. The brilliant 
icolours of the Woodpecker frequently arrested 
<mr attention, and a numerous Ust of other kindS: 
which it wcMild be foreign from my present pur- 
pose to notice. We were now delighted at the 
prospect which presented itself as we issued from, 
the Jungle ; the ground seemed highly cultivat- 
ed, and as far as the eye could reach, we beheld 
$elds of Indian Coru, the stalks of which groaned 
beneath the weight of their load ; i?emlnding us,, 
in general appearance, of the lands of our nativi-^ 
4y« On turning a, little to the right, we caught a 
view of the Church of Nortpy and proceeding on-^ 
wards we soon slackened oorpace^^hat we mighty, 
with more accuracy, taice a survey of the town 
itself. Approaching it slowly^ our entrance was^ 
«omewhat retarded by the remains of a breast-^ 
work, made up of hampers filled with sand^ 
which the Spaniards had thrown together to pro^ 
tect the towti, when they had possession of thet: 
inland. The houses, as we got into the town, were^ 
poor and irregulAr, but improved considerably 
iiponapproaching theGrand Square,the buildings 
^f which are superior in Mructure to any we.haji 
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yet seen. In the centre of the square stands the 
Chapel, the finest and most substantial building 
in Korte. 

It was now two o'clock, and we had been ex- 
posed to the rays of the sun for some hours, and' 
felt considerable gratification when we arrived 
opposite the only Inn in the town, where we 
alighted, and considered ourselves peculiarly for- 
tunate in being able to procure an interpreter, 
the only one residing within a circumference of 
some miles. The walls of the house, of which 
we were now inm^sites, were about ten feet in 
height, the centre of the roof about twenty, and 
the inner walls were raised higher than those of 
the insitie, lest the current of air might be ob- 
structed ; owing to the scarcity of glass, the win- 
dows were provided with wooden shutters, which 
were, ip the hot season, seldom closed ; the rooms 
were unceiled, and the floors earthen : indeed 
this description of our Inn, may serve as a model 
of the better sort of houses in Norte^ where there 
were only, we were told, three upon a superior 
construction — those of Arismendi, the Priest, 
and Colonel Lopez, My curiosity was now 
raised to know something of the former, whose 
deeds I had so frequently heard recounted, and 
the garrulity of our interpreter seemed to pro- 
mise a speedy gratification. This communicative 
Negro, seemed above the usual class, and had ac- 
quired a degree of knowledge and reflection be- 
yond the generality of his countrymen : he ex^ 
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pressed a strong part lalitj' towards thelrisfa^ omtig 
to the kind attentions he had once received from 
a Surgeon, an Irishman, who attended him during 
the effects of a severe wound he had received, 
upon a former attempt of Morillo to make good 
a landing upon the island. , 

Having dined sumptuously upon Fish fried in 
oil, we, taking Romano, our interpreter, as a 
guide, went to view the fort, which is situated 
upon a rising ground behind the town, and com- 
mands a delightful prospect. The Spaniards 
who constructed tte fort, erected a platform on 
itssvmmit, eight feet high, having an apparatus 
encircling it, one hundred feet in circumference, 
around which a pivot gun, a 24 Pounder, traver- 
ses, and can, of course, be used with effect, in 
every possible direction. We ascended the lad- 
der, and having gazed upon the surrounding 
scenery, seated ourselves upon the gun, request- 
ing Romano to let us know something of Aris- 
MENDi, whose *^ look-out Tower" he pointed out, 
at some distance, on the top of a commanding 
eminence. Romano, " nothing loath," commenc- 
ed his interesting detail, the substance of which 1 
record, particularly as the general accuracy of his 
statements have corroboratoi^y testimony in their 

favour. 

*^ The cruelty and brutality, uniformly exer- 
cised towards the native inhabitants by the Euro- 
pean Spaniards, had rendered their name odious; 
Mill, born as the unfortunate natives were^ in 
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chains^ and brought up in slavery, none dared tb^ 
resist the cruelties and oppressions heaped upon 
them^ until the arrival, as Governor of Mcargmi^ 
ritta, of MoRiLLO, whose tyrannic and even unu- 
sual system of slaughter, goaded on the most apa-« 
thetic to schemes of revenge. Morillo* had 
long held theGovernorship^and given unbounded 
scope to the exercise of his blood-thirsty disposi*^ 
tion, ere the native energies of Arismendi were 
called into action^ or he started as the avenger of 
his country's wrongs, and the assertor of its inde^ 
pendence. Arismbndi was the servant of Mo-^ 
ttiLLO, and was ordered upon a particular day 
(here Romano burst into tears — may that day be 
ever sacred to the cause of freedom 1 1) by the 
haughty chieftain, to bring a light, that he might 
kindle his segar; on obeying the orders of his. 
master, a spark from his torch, chanced to fall 
upon the sandal of the proud Spaniard, who, in- 
dignant at the supposed insult, terminated a tor- 
rent of uncalled-for abuse, by a blow, which 
laid Arismendi prostrate at his feet, in a state of' 
insensibility. From that moment revenge was 
his darling theme, the cherished object of his 
every thought. He wandered from house to 
house in search of ^^ kindred spirits" on the 
strength of whose arms he could depend, detail-^ 
ing the oppressions and severities of Morillo's. 
Government, and thi^atning vengeance not only 
on him, but on every Spaniard on the island, as. 
paii; of the system of tyranny, under which his. 
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brethren laboured < His countrymen fully coitf-^ 
cided with him in opinion, yet such was the ap* 
parent impracticability of his scheme, that six 
were all that he could persuade, in the first in- 
stance, to become partakers in his fortunes, and 
sharers iu his dangers ; these he armed at the 
expenoe of Morillo, to whose house he still had 
access, and started at midnight to commence the 
apparently visionary scheme of his country's r^ 
demption. In the right hand he carried a mus^ 
ket, and in his left^ an immense speaking-trumpet,; 
which he had also taken from the Spanish Gene-^ 
ral ; thus armed andaccoutred,he led his compani- 
ons to the entrance of the Jungle^ about a mile 
distant from N^rte, and which extends in a south* 
east direction towards the mountains, from sij^ 
to eight miles. Arismendi and his followers 
were well acq uainied with the passages and wind* 
ings in the Jungle, and fully aware that their in- 
tricate passes were beyond ^^ the ken" of an Eu- 
ropean ; he, therefore, upon entering within the 
pale, raised the huge trumpcft to his mouth, and 
in a voice of thunder^ with little delicacy of lan^ 
guage, execrated the tyranny of the Spaniardfir9\ 
the daring usurpation of their King, and the san- 
guinary haughty soul of the cruel M0RILI4O9 
^hose guards he dared to come in his pursuilL 
Mori LiiO could not long remain in ignorance of 
the insulting chall^mige^ though scarcely consci- 
«us of its author, and roused to madness by the 
qdiestion of his powe r> he ordered his gvard; eon^ 
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Sfsttng of a Serjeant and twelve nien^ to proceed * 
in the direction of the sands, and bring with them, 
living or dead^ every man, woman, or child^ on 
whom they could lay their hands. Arismendi, 
alive to his situation, heard their approach witfa-> 
out fear, posted himself in the pathway ; after 
having given orders to four of his men to fire upon 
them in their coming forward, whilst he and 
the remaining two, taking advantage of the 
confttsioB, would fall on them, sword in 
hand. Subh was the promptitude with which 
his orders were obeyed, and such the energy 
of his own deeds, that 10 of the 13 Guards 
were left upon the field, and their arms secur- 
ed for the outfit of those, who, hearing of this* 
successful attempt, flocked to join him. The 
following night, ha and his party, attacked 
and cut to pieces an officer and 24 men, arming, 
as before, his companions with this fresh accessions 
to his armory. 

^' The name of Arismcndi rapidly became the 
password to freedom whilst his fame extended ; 
the mother, delighted at the prospect of Kberty 
to her child, sought to instil the principles of the 
patriot into her offspring, and taught his infant 
lips to pronounce the name of Arismendi ; every 
eye was turned to his deeds^ and upon every new 
scene of Spanish butchery, he was hailed ba th^ 
-deliverer of his country. The Spaniards were 
panic-struck, and. Morillo himself, seeing his 
troops depart in the morning to scou r the coun try> 
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itt f^arch of tli^ insur£:ents, and seeiiif' none i*e- 
turn to relate the fateof hiislaucrhtered soldiery, 
hegan iq repent him of his former cruelties ; he 
therefore desisted from employing force, and 
usejd strataj^emto recall them to their alle":iance. 
A free pard^a^ was offered to.ajl who had taken 
any part Ip the insufrectloh, save the intrepid 
Arismenoi, on whom alone, he determined to 
wre^k his vengeance ; yet none obeyed the cail> 
but persisted in attempting to fire6 themselves 
from the galling fetters of slavei'y. iSix hundred 
0/ the bravest and most warlike, amoncrst the 
Spaniards, had already fallen; and no da^^ passed 
without addios to the numbers of the slain. 

•m. B" ^'- 

MoBiLLo^ urged tp despair by a reviev^ of passing 
tsyentfll, and chagrined at the ill-success of his pa^ 
ciQc attempts, resolved to make a final strnggle 
a^ oonqueriDg the obstinacy of the independents ,' 
^y working upon theii* fears. He, therefore, in- 
vented ne*y tortures, which he proclaimed should 
be rigorously enforced on such as were found act- 
iugiii opposition to theSpanish authorities; there- 
by levying the ground- work for the various scenes 
of (polcl -blooded butchery, which have since 
.iparl^ed the career of the contending parties.— 
The wife of one of the natives, who had revolted,* 
was talcen before the Governor, with a babe iti 
hef ^rti^s ; on his being told who she was^ and the- 
qoujluet 'Of her husband, he snatched the infant 
f^poj jb^^r. Embrace, and ^eFzihg it by the l^gs, Hte-' 
Ip^Ly ^re it asutider: 'ihe urifdrtuhate mother/ 



after haVing Ler breaststtom off^ in the inosi )ibt& 
rible manner, was buried '^ to the neck, oppo^ 
site the door of her own hut, where sbie expine^^ 
under the roost agonizing sufferings. 

** The spirit of revolt which, tift now, had re- 
mained smothered in the breasts of the majority 
of the Marguarittanians, openly burst forth ; a nil 
Arismendi, placing hisftself at the head of his 
army, took (he field, defeated MoRiLi«o^ and 
drove him from forte If arte. The conquerors,! 
elated with victory, pursued the retreating Spa- 
niarls to the city of Assumption, where they 
rallied, <a«d after a smaK contest, whi<!!h lasted 
three hours, again suffered defeat, and Were 
obliged to retreat to Pampaiavj the only regit* 
larly fortified, place in the island^ which is eonsi-^^ 
dered a great strength. Here, after an unsuc« 
cessful attempt to draw together his forces, Mo->' 
KiLLo was necessitated to collect the remains of 
his disheartened troops, and retire to theillfatW» 
^^ The peace and independence which was thus, 
through the instrumentality of Arismbndi, gain-^ 
ed for Mcyuaritta, was but of short duration; 
that General departed, upon some secret expedi-* 
tion, for the Haine^ unsuspiciousof any untoward 
event occuring in his absence. Mokillo, who still 
had his spies in the island, was no sooner inform- 
ed of his secret departure,than he hastened again 
to the seat of his former Government; with 36 sail 
of vessels, and a body of troops, equalling in 
number the amount of the inhabitants. Inthid 
dilemma, the wise men of the island thought it 
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aiEi^bre- tb offer the Spaniard the following^ 
ietms, to wfafeh he' gladly ^cclBded :-^tiiat the 
pedpk should hi ve ¥& Itb^ty df tehoosm^ theii^ 
own gdrefhof-^ihiitibi^ IffdRf llo', ihotild again 
eome to th^ iislknd; ndt as 6ov6ra6r, but €om^ 
inander-nii^GlItef^^^^ a limttdtibii rihouM'HM 
pbced to his powers of puni^nietiti-^^aiid; IfU^tlyv^ 
that u[)()ti Tib account whatever shotlid'ARiSMtoi^* 
Di be- subjecifed to puriishmentr These article < 
having been dulyagned, afid sworn to^ Mori llo 
took poasessioR-of/ if^^tforiVtof as Cli>mm 
ui-Chie(^ 

" Cantiig^prudencein aid' of his' future' vieir#^. 
the Command&r attempted tobuhi the Jungle sof 
the island, which had formerly sdneenetl the inrar-^ 
gents^ and" frustrated his refenge ; but in vain—* 
the pric'kty bushes; andhidurated boughs ref liseti 
to yield to the fiery eHetnet^. He, still det^r-^ 
minei] oh^ their extirpation, set his soldiers to 
worky who^ layings dbwn their more warlike in- 
striimentS) wielded ihe axie> and commenced root- 
Hig out the xQst ptantation^ This« however, was 
no mean taskf the soldiery, dhused to the labour^ 
rapidly became victims to the* fevers consequeiTt 
on over fat^ue, and MoRiLLosoonsaw, thatiu 
this way^ the destruction of hk army was as cer- 
tain, though less* sudden, as when cut to pieces 
by the ruthless A rismtsn or*. 

" The arrival of the patriot, at this critical pe*. 
riod, with arms and ammunition, was the signal 
for the recommencement of hostilities ; the re- 
sult of which was^ that Morillo was again oblige 
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ed to fly Ci'oqi .the i^a^t^,, leaviiig bi^l4ii(jl him the 
biMlif^s of Tlfift^e^ (lui^vei^ ^f \m bmve soldiers. 

to:thfc Maif^f^ to md tbejr^TolMtioDi9<^5, a^d gl,iJi^ 
Ms M^gediice^oii his ancient qpprewMrs: I^o^il- 
^; d^8i4iiig U^fi arm a^ the hated, Aai JiRf^NDi^^rer 
turfie4 a/sfi^oiid tiwie^ to l^arg^Qriiia. taking 
|Hi8|fe^on9.oq his l^^diag^, of Juan OviegOf, the 
^<«l^* prbatterjc^.ifiiic^iyas^^^ jupj^y a^ i»^ 
s¥i:gept5i aiwJ ope hundred erf tl^e eu^iny buried 
in the ruins. The islanders attacking, with Aina* 
9;iii)g-brayer/)r, put ip rout the Spaniar^^ where 
the boves^of si»v hiin^red stiU remi^ia blanching 19 
tfie son. MpRi^Lp, dispirited, had recourse to 
his.ships^ ^p the grief of Aris^rndi,, ^^9, ^^, ^^^^ 
jauiiQture arrived in his canoe^ deti^rmiaied, that 
bin enemy should no h>Mg?r escape. . > . ^ 
< . ^^ PreTious to the late et^agement, the wiyes^ 
ehildjren^ and infirm. parents of the- natives, werp 
ordered t^the mountains, as a place of greater ser 
cufity. .Twoofthe feniaiesy during the engage* 
meat, probably concaving they had more at stake 
;than auy of their appelates, descended from 
th^ir hiding <place, and baqaine prisoners to 
_two of thfi JJpanish Oayalry : they were the wives 
of ARisim^Di and, Goyernor Gomk^, who com- 
manded in his ab sence ; these were instantly sent 
toAf^pRiLr^o, who had retreated^ on board his.ves- 
sel in ihe hay. Two Spanish Officers of distinc- 
tion having, on the same day, fallen into the 
hands of the independents^ a flag of truce was 
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dispatclied io the jliatriot chief io aiinoirfii;^ 
the capture. * I ipome^ said thie dtiKb^i*^ dh ap- 
procLching ABisMBifDi, ^ the AtiSbs^sHdor of Md^ 
RiLi^o^ vfboie words i speak ; yoilt* wMb lb iti 'his 
pweis and likewise the wife 'olfybilrtr ObVei^Hdr 
Gomez ; you have this dky taihde^ ptt^oiiei^'bf tW6 
Spanish OHicers ; di^ltye^ theih up;'sapplledw^h 
passports to return to thi&ltr iGf^hei^l, and ^'^^ 
wife, and that of G'ome^ Aria (We.* ARisjPiPirtyt, 
with an i4ieffable sniile of *su[iei'c{libiis^d6Titetnpify 
replied,— ^ Not so, niy fVieiid,' whcfe*er thtm aft 
return to you t*, General, and riefpeat' these mV 
words, but with an answer return not to nie. Mjf 
jBrst and dearest love ts that fo^ nly' count r^, next 
for my children Rhd wife. lAjf pHsoneiis are 
uien possesstng knowledgfe and experience^ Whoisfe 
liberties would be exerted in re-atteniptrng tWe 
thraldom of my country. The women held by 
' your base coward, can neither idjut^' h!*>^ Mr 
abet me. As for my prisoneifs— thieii* dotnn is 
fixedr-^o soon as to-moi*toW^i^ suil hfts tiii(K;ur^d 
the ' eastern hem isphere With his Utet ray — i 
Bwearlhey die. M essehger al^a^ ! Advise yotlr 
General to return no more — tf II him AtiiSMCNi^i 
\ is here, which had he been k few houta sooner, 
his hated corse, with th6se of his myhniddns and 
blood-hounds, would, ere this, hare befen a prey 
to the fowls of th6 iftir.' The taessenger returned 
with the entreaties of his GeUeiral fol* the release 
of his frieiids, or in default thereof, a few houts 
should witness the ma&s^cre of his female prison- 
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^rau * Bring fortB thbse gentlemen* said Amw^ 
MfiNDi ^ about whose welfare Morilco seems so» 
anxious;' — :the prisoners were led forward, when, 
upon a signal peculiar to himself, six swords^ 
weresheathed in the body ofeach.. ^ Hang them 
^p^ said he^ with a triumphant air ^ on the signal 
post, at the outer fort of Pivnpatar^ that Mb— 
Rihho may behold his belpred friends; As for 
you, Sir/ turning round to tha messenger ' 1 de*- 
sired you to return no more." These worcfe vf— 
brated^as his final knely upon the ear of the Spa-- 
niard^ who, falling on his knees, implored for- 
giveness J but in vain, — he shared the fate oT the- 
others, and hi» body was. suspended by thefr 
side$« MoRiiiLO, on viewing the horrid specta- 
. cle, ^yeiged anchor, and proceeded to the MaiiWy. 
, where his prisoners escaped, and returned t<v 
MQrguarittay but in what manner, Romano wass 
unacquainted." 

Here ended the recital of our interpreferv. 

whose najrrative wound up our feelings to the 

highest pitch, and to the verity of wliich, the 

. tears, which rolled in abundance over his manl^ 

.cheek, bore ample witness. 

The evening was rapidly advancing ; afterhav- 
hig, in vain, attempted to procure a mule ifor our 
interpreter^ Romano, my companion and myself 
.hastened to visit the towns of Assumption ^kwd, 
. Patnpatar, which we found differing in na ma- 
terial points from those already described,, save 
ia the extent and number of the forts of the lat- 
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\St Anxiously hastening to Juan Oriego 
arrived at our former quarters about midnio'ht, 
fetigued beyond measure irlth the exertions of 
4he day. 

2ad — ^I awoke this morning considerably fever- 
ish; an o£Bcer besides me in a most dangerous state 
of illiless, to which I Was apparently hastening* 
As 1 lay in this situation^ without medical aid, or 
any assistance whaterer, unless what I might re* 
cetre from the solicitude of friends, not much bet- 
ter situated than myself, my thoughts naturally 
turned to the home I had forsaken, the objects, > 
which in common with my companions, I sought ' 
to obtain, and the probabilit}', in our present 
prospects, of the hopes held out, ever being rea- . 
lized. With the various scenes of anguish, mise- 
ry, and disappointed expectations with which I 
was surrounded, my mind in a state of desponden- 
cy inseparable from want and disease, can it be 
thought strange that I resolved to abandon a 
cause, in which I had, as yet, only seen disease 
and penury, or at least attempt a passage to 2Vi- 
mdad where I expected not only to meet, a be* 
loved brother, to have my health restored, but to 
be placed in possession of funds by a merchant 
there, on whom I had a draft, and afterwards pro- 
ceed to Augusiura through the gulph of Pariay 
and up the Orinoco ; particularly &o, when I saw 
before me the brave officers of General English's 
Legion, who had fought and bled in the cause in 
which they had volunteered^ abandoned to their 



hte, a^id Jheggar}' ii^i^ b^nj^hip, TUus agi(ateij> 
thpu^^ somewhat refreshed by a ci)p of Coflee^ 
gfycm me; by a frH^hd^ {. crawled into |Lbe open air^ 
where the first objiect that presented itself was 

tb^of a (^ad^t ^bo bad.£a4^4 ^^^^ ^^9 perishii^ 
be{\^tji a €^niipfp^; I turned my ^ye^ from the 
ni^i^rpfu^ sffepi^j^ aD4rMurped to my iiutj| spiritle:i»s, 

. Sd— Finding ti^y^Af ?^ litile relieved^ \ strdlled' 
to the bef^h^ ai|d looking ifx th^ dirpptipn o^t my 
n9tfve;](4l^>'ft sjgb escaped me t^ | jreflected 011 
ilf^ v^ttr^cjl; qf oceap by yfh\clx I was separated 
f(iom it« find the poifsibiUty th^fe ^xjsted, jn my 
|]^<efipi;it[ stfift^ of n^y n^ver beboli^i^g it again ; a 
gieafnof bope lightened niy dej^ctiop, as I re^ 
ceiv^ ib^ Gheei^iqg inforn^iatiQn^ from a sailor 
iifhom I ^(|f|rf»s^^ib«l t;he Cfiarlq^t^ Gambier^ 
ar«¥^l vybicb bya(l bi*ough^ out th^ Isjt Bivision 
of QpV¥ApI M^Apf^'^ Rifle Brigade^ was about to 
fMTop^d to yv^tnliM, TtjP follpwing d^ Mvin^ 
h^ieii iippQ^Rted fp^ ber saili^g^ I wait^ on Colo^ 
nejl J^xh^JLiji^ f^qjM^AK^: * ^^ d^yi^ leaVp of ^b- 
se^fe tp gi) t9 T^i^ii^^laffpn byj^ii^ssi, Tirhich )ie 
ft^ly refus^ ; VP^Q whieJI;^ I tend^refl <ny r^sig- 
iVltjon, ag^ ^a v^i^ipb l^el^ad 110 qbj?ct,ior% thougli 
he4id.iwi«e^^}^ Pe<?essjt;y fQr,iqy going at all. 
j;^teiiq4 ^r wy .CqnM?ajii?aipn, apd with it w^it- 
^ W B%fW?^ M»M Col. iV M^Quld b|? at leisure ; 
by rt^e: ijn[^rfer^q9 of «^ frien4 1^^ iieces^.itj for. 
W J^wigq^tjon/f^as, removed, and 1^^^^ pf ab- 
sence graglfs^ i^. . I ^9ld my dres^ jackejt for six 
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'^&)Urs^ to defray the expences of my paissiage, ftild 
plaeiog. my few remaimng articles, consisting of 
Books, &c* in a small trunks I felt my miii4 con'' 
sfderably nlore at ease. 

Jkty arraagementti for leartqg MargudtitiA 
were eompltteJ^ with the exception of a passport^ 
fdr wbick I was obliged to msike application to 
Admiral Brkon. I hiKt ffequeatly seen this Com^ 
mander upon th^ beach^ Where^ with a large 
glass, it wais his oifistoo^ to tak^ eogntzanc^ of the 
several ships' in the bay^ and acquire the couiltry^ 
&c. of sacb ais should appear in the offing. His 
listml dress ttj^oB these ocijasions, was b latge 
Straw Hat^ Naval Bliie Coat> with a massy GokT 
Epaulette upon eadbi shoulder^ White Trowserd- 
tod Waiiiteoftt# I waited upoD him at his house 
in Judn GriegOy fof the purpo9e above menti- 
onedy and found him seated at a tabl^e^ in the act 
of writing* Having, through the medium of an 
interpreter^ made my business known, he examin'» , 
ed my order, as signed by Colonel Aylmch^ and 
gave direction^ for my passport being made out^ 
without much apparent cordiality of disposttiofir 

Admiral BnioN^ Captain-General and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Navy of the VenexileUan 
republic, was born in the island of Cmtaeao^ the 
only island of importance in the West Indies f 
retained bjF the Dtitdi ; he wa^ early brought up 
td a sea-faring life,- and has» served in the cause 
of the independents, upon many occasions, with 
tibse iina^t distinguished success* In stature ho 
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Is about the middle size, stout, even Dutch buift^ 
urith a steady, manly tremA of foot, characteristic* 
of natural courage and firmness of character; his 
round broad face is 'slightly- marked* with the 
snmll-pox, and bears evident testimony ^f its fre- 
quent exposure to the Tarieties of a tropical cli-' 
mate : bushy black hair, dark piercing eyes, and 
the peculiar triry mustachios which adorn his 
upper lip, give to his countenance that degt^ee ' 
of ferocity, for which his various sanguinary acts 
Jiave rendered him so notorious. To many of 
those acts he was instigated by the revolting' 
scenes of barbarity practised upon his sailors and 
oflRcers, by the blood-thirsty Morillo ; who had 
]ongsworn,shouldhe be so fortunate astogetBRi- 
ON into his power, to broil him upon a frying pan r 
and it is but just to allow, that the Naval Patriot 
made the haughty MoRiLto feel, by the feroci- 
ous exercise of his authority, that the most dread- 
ful fate that awaited him, could not surpass his 
deserts. 

4th — The signal for sailing having appeared, 
I bade a long farewell to all, and a last to many 
of my companions ; and entering the boat, with 
such of the officers as were accompanying me,' 
we put off from land, when a voice [from shore 
arrested our progress.^ Mr. Jamieson, an officer 
I had previously known in Dublin, whose voice 
it was^ jumped into the sea, and swam on board. 
It was at this time our particular intimacy took 
place^ an intimacy which terminated with his 



MSs" at Angusfura. after a participatioQ with me^ 
ia SM> many of my future cares and sufferings. My 
servant, unwilling to be separated from-me^anU 
fiuding. it impossible to obtain a passport, had se* 
crated hioiseLf in the hold Mrithout my knowledges 
I wasstiUmoresurprizedtofindCblonelMEADK on 
board, whose treatment in MarguarUta was base 
& undeserved* This geutlema^i inibrmedme that 
ac€«cding to the previous arrangements entered 
into by him with General Det&hjsux^ he should, ' 
iipon the demise of General EInglish, have ob<- 
taioed the command of the Irish Legion; which 
was assumed by an Irish renegado named Jackson, 
who had been attached to the Staff of Admiral 
Brion* Colonel Mkad£, refusing to give obedi- 
ence ta theordersof the renegado, was arrested,, 
ipbbed of every ai tide of value he possessed^. 
^ sent,, guarded, on board the Orinoco F£ag ship,, 
from which he was afterwards permitted to entec 
the Chatlatte Gambii'r, but threatened with 
death, sho4ild he ever again land upon the island*. 
' About sixteen otilcers sailed in this ship from 
Marguaritta, and many were djjg^pointed iu 
their passage ; one of whom, in particular, who 
belonged to the commissariat department, had 
agreed to mess with me, who failing, in his intends 
ed purpose, bequeathed to me a small box of OslU 
meal, with which he had provided himself for the 
yoya^e. 

5th — We this morning bade adieu to the ill^ 
fated shores of Marynarittap with fully more- 
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pleasure than we bad hailed them on our Srst 
approach ; leaving behind us for ever the bodies 
of many who had at firsA viewed them with equal 
transport, and separated from still mom whe^ 
seemed rapidly foHowiug their departed com- 
rades ; a sigh for their present estate, aBd prayers 
for their future prosperity, were all we could nowr 
offer them, as we were parted flrom their st^t by 
the rapid movement of our Bark* 

I must not here omit the attentions ot my tw^ 
most particular friends. Lieutenants Brown aad 
Dunn, who accompanied me on board and were" 
the last to say — farewell. These enterprishig; 
young men, having been wholly free from dfe-^ 
ease, were determined ta persevere, undaunted,, 
in their perilous pursuit ; of Dunn I hiBive never 
since heard ; but have traced the glorious path: 
of Brown to JRio de la Hatche where he behaved 
most gallantly, and after reaping unsullied lau-*. 
rels throughout a long campaign, heard of hist 
subsequent arrival at CatihagesHi, where he wa& 
rewarded with the command of a company^ 

The islan*<sP3iar^iar4ito is 5^ West of IVint- 
dady and separated from the South American 
continent, at Cnmanay by a strait seven leagues 
In breadth. It is fifteen leagues in length, six in 
breadth, and presents to the eye a rich and agree-^ 
able prospect. The soil, notwithstanding its dry 
and arid appearance^ and the scarcity of water, i& 
remarkably fertile ; abounding with pastures,. 
^QTOjt cottou;! maizc;^ and {ruits* It is inhabited 
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hy people of colour and Iiirf(ait9^ vffio prlncrpalljr 
8tit»tt6t b}' fiflhiiig, the manufoeture of faamitiocks^ 
for which they are eelebrated, and the prdfi<|( 
trrisittg firoai their tvaffic in pearls^ which are pro^ 
cured on theif eQi|ste> though no(; in sfueh quantii- 
ties as fonaef ly» The fitttiTe inhabitants ave ee^ 
lebratedjor their intrepidity and 4Soi|rage ; qualify 
ties which> since the commencement of the revo*^ 
lutionary war^ have so ft«equently deluged their 
isktnd with bloody and reduced the number of its 
inhabitanttih-~at present not exceeding fifteen 
thousand. Itie obstinate resistance, with which^ 
under AmUMBinDx and other Patriot Chieftains^ 
they have uniformly opposed to the inroads of 
their oppressors^ with its commanding tutiiatlon^ 
as it r^ards the Caracas^ has made Mufyvariti^t 
the d^ead of the S'panmrds, and given it a obairauS* 
teffinthe late contest, far t>eyond itsajctuat ex^ 
tent, or the i|iimber of its inhabitants^ 

fttli— »Upon entering the cabin aa usual, the 
Captain, {an antiquated Scotqhman^ whose sJ^rl^ 
Tailed and indurated fieatures,^ saiall ina9imale 
grey eyes, andtliminutive body,^ were indiqatiye 
pf his inhumamty and narrowness of soul) al^ 
though we had previously paid tot a caJbin pas^- 
aage, told us with the utmo^ coolness, and in the 
broadest saoteh dialect, that ^^ his weenie huse was 
his ain, an' out we should gang, an' forige for 
ooTsels;'' this treatment, we were not in a condi- 
tion to resent^ but afterwards discovered its origin 
in ake paucity of our provisloiis, and the deficien* 
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cy of Whiskey or Rum, for which the old gentle*- 
man had a most profound veneration. Thigrdie^ 
privation was the more severe^as one of the pasH 
sengers whose berth was contiguous to ours> and 
without, any separation^ was pronounced by th^ 
Surgeon (for we had one on boanl> to have 
<!aught the yellow fever ; the rainy season had 
•also set in^ with extreme violence^ which prevent^** 
ad us enjoying upon deck the sports of thenar 
tives of the deep ; so thai our situation either 
ways was unwholesome and distressing.. 
. 7th — A 4sail hove in sights whieh we feared 
might be a Spanish Privateer^ and prepared to 
give battle; whilst our attention was. thus direct- 
ed^ a man at the mast-head descried land ^. but to 
what island or mainland it belonged, the Captain 
was uncertain. As we neared it, what was ourasv 
tonishment to discover in the vessel, a Patriot 
Privateer, and the land to.be-rifar^ari//a,from 
which we conceived ourselves to be a coup^ of 
days good sailing. The fact was — that the 
strong current occasioned, by the Orinoco enipr 
tying itself, during the rainy season, with such 
violence into the gulph of Paria, had not only 
retarded our pro<(ress, but driven us in a retror 
grade direction. We again stood to sea, but the 
clouds of night closed around us, still lingering 
near this fated coast. 

8th — This morning again found us hovering^ 
as heretofore, on the shores of Marguaritta^ as if 
<?ncircled by the spell of a magician* The pasr 



isenget/ whose illness I have already tnentiotlecl^ 
died ; and his remains were consigned to the 
great d^ep. It was a sad sight ; thus to see one 
of our party entombed in the ocean ; thifee others 
in imminent danger; our vessel lingering on a 
coast where her crew dared not land^ having quit* 
ted l^^ir privateers without the necessary pas3« 
ports; &ourprovisions and water rapidly decreas-^ 
ing, without any immedisite appearance of reach-^ 
ing our destination. Towards mid -day the i^hores 
of Mc&yuaritta became more obscure^ and the 
Spanish Maine gradually became visible; the 
sight of which conjured up a variety of contend- 
log emotionis. I saw before me the land which> 
in imagination^ I had so often traversed ; the 
country where all the brilliant prospects, I had 
been led to expect^ were to be realised ; the thea- , 
tre upon which the honours already reaped^ in 
idea>^ were to be rewarded, llow changed the 
picture! turning my back upon ^^the land of. 
promise;" my sanguine expectations a] most 
blasted ; my ideal pleasures smothered by the 
cravings of nature^ without a sufficiency of food 
to alleviate them; flying from anticipated evils . 
still more dreadful^ in a vessel^ whose only berth 
allowed was occupied by a companion in fever ; 
and destitute of clothing sufficient to resist the 
torrents of rain which poured upon deck. But 
why reflect upon the scenes that are past ; the 
cherub hope still clung to my breast^ and perse- 
verance was alone accessary, Mr. O'Brien, one 
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oif otir dlKcers, wa* during the whole ofthWdfty 
tlangemnslj ill, and the medicine exhausted. 

»th--The morn Iras ushered in by a succession 
of pfetok of thunder, almost ineestent flashes of 
%htiiing, and! fre<|tteirt; severe squalls. Tow-, 
ards evenltig the seTerity of the weiither soumh 
what absrted. About midnight we were iuih^ 
moned from oor wretehed vesting places, to wit-* 
nmk the last sad disposal of poor O'Bhieji^s re* 
ttaltisf be bad expired aboiit ten ttyinoted before 
ifif the A¥aii of CaptHift SKEnHRtr. The tnidom^ 
iftotl iatei'eist takett by this geiftldman, in the suf- 
ferings and! untimely fate of yotfng O'BmEJC^ was 
perhaps increaseid by thorn psterutfl feelings;, 
which, asl the fathef of a fMAy^ hd 9^ often in^* 
dtrtged ; a te^r was all that any of us could «f^ 
foYd, k9 tlingible toh^tt^m Was not hn our pow^ 
cff, andsof few «fld regi^eft w«re tke otfly species of. 
atlevktton w6 dotrld hedto^ ^p6^ thtf doaA-bed 
sfifferhrgs of 6ur con^anionf. 

The body was Wfappdd in fi ««ck, and to#ai*dfi» 
ofi^Vdoefe, on the nfoming of 4he iOth, cotMtit^ 
t^d to its^ watery abod«. The s^ful solemnity of 
the n^idnig&t obsequies, trere mlich increased by 
the cdntbtfed peals of tbund^ which faiteirupted 
the gentle* mtrrnturings of the htmz^^ and Ike 
vivid flashe)i oi^ lightning gav« ns, auid t&ie dark-* 
ness, a tmnshent and ftiitef viiew of the body a» it 
sunk to repose in the fiM ilbysd^ Shortly after 
the nidurnfu} riites^wete conclfa^kMcl, 1 perceived a . 
man in an attitude of det^^fion-} I ^wly ap^-, 
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proaclie^l, and, as he rose frpm his kpees^ recogi 
msed my revered frietul Skerr&tt. As h^ 
brushed the rolling tear from his manly cbe^k^he; 
spoke of O'BiRXaN, andy for tb^ uuixmnty such 
vas the agonizing state o^f his mindi yielded tQ 
despair; giving up as lost for ever, his family, his 
home, his country. The fever n^ed below,, and 
during the remaining part of (he night ive paced 
the deck, amid incessant torrents of rain^ reflect 
ing on the peculiarity of our situation. 

As the morning advanced, three more of ou4r 
officers were ..taken ill,, and a man, whose suflTer- 
ings were but of few hours duration, died, and was^ 
thrown over board. A few oidy now were suffi- 
jciently well to keep the deck,, and such was the 
situation below, that we turned from it with dis- 
gust. The several stores of provisions laid in 
for ibis short voyage^ were expended ; here my 
box of oatmeal stood my friend , which., baked 
into bread by my servant^ was truly delicious. 
The land mc were passing seemed an entire range 
of mountains, bold and majestic, and thickly 
wooded, butwecould perceive neither house nor 
appearance of habitation. A proposition was 
made by Colonel Mbadr that the boat should h^ 
lowered and manned, and sent In search of provi- 
sicHisand water ; an end was speedily put to this 
hope by the Captain's refusing to let u^have \t. 
Highly incensed, by the refusal, and unabhv by 
the severity of the weather,to retain, our situations* 

upon. deck, it was resolved that we should uu 
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Idnget taitifel j raboift io the ehietty of the Cap^ 
tatn^lmt take poases^oo ibf theCabin. For ihU par* 
pose^e^ ttihfi^ lui ccmU yittt erairl ahout^h ttrutfedi 
hittitelf wiA ft f»tt of^iel^, and we webe on tfee 
ev^ olT'ekecdtihg ou# purpbae, wheo die iniertcH 
reiice of Providentee pat a atop to a proceeding 
Which, in its coiifieqiiences, might have been 
tireadfuL The wind, Which had never been fsn 
'vatirable, shifted, and the breeze whfted ^is speed* 
ily toward the wished-for hai4K>uK We had al- 
ready passed the first b<^as or passage of the 
gtilph of Poiiay and, as the snn set, in all his ma- 
jesty, burnishing the shores of Trinidad, we could 
perceive the distant appearances of civilisation ; 
retaming thanks to that being who had Watched 
over lis in our distresses, we (retired to our several 
resting places. 

11th — About 11 o'clock we cast anchor, in this 
inidst of merchant vessels, within a quarter of a 
league of Port au Rpmne, the caprtal of Trini- 
dad. During our preparations for landing, a 
boat caihe along side ; the usual questi6hs, from 
a gentleman in naval uniform, were replied to ; 
and after having expressed his surprize at our ar- 
rival from Margudritta, and at our situation, hi& 
said we should be supplied with such articles as 
seemed most required : after giving strict orders 
for no one to attempt the shore, he left us. 

12th — The same gentleman, whom we now 
uodersfood to be harbour-masteir, again visited 
us^ accompanied by the Fhyakian-General ; he 



I 

4 



4J 

efMd^rpd. particulply whejther vre had disease 
which wa3 positively denied ; after leaving direc- 
tidns that we should hobt our quarantine flag:, an(l 
fumigate the vessel, they depart<ed, promising a 
visit on tl^e coming day, with permission to 
land, i^ oiit repjort were foupd to ' be correct. In 
^he course of the day an officer nained Carroll 
die(|, 9pd, owing to our situation, his l>odY was 
carried in the boat to a considerable distance, and 
sunk for ever in the gulf of ^arid. • ^" ' '^ 

13th. A busy day w^th i|s all, every e^^ertion 
being necessary to give the ship a healthy appear- 
ance, and dre^ up the diseased; thereby to elude 
ihe vigilance of the inspectors. At 3 o'clock p.m; 
they pame on board and minutely examined the 
passengers, crew,, and ship. A certificate of 
health was granted ; an English Jack supplanted 
the Quarantine flag ; and the signal gua pro- 
claifQed every impediment to our landing at an 
end. . 

J 4th — Having landed m Trinidad^ our provi- 
sions completely exhauste(|, and our joint stock 
of cash not fimbunting to mor^ than a few dollars^ 
a nuipberof us formed a mess, of which f was the 
caterer, and' for. some time ' lived with tolerable 
conifort j well (^tisBe(), wh^n we looked to our 
cirpums^ancejs, a fe^ days back, with coffee twi^e 
a day, which id the West iii^ia islands is so re- 
markably cheap. . " ' V / 

jRefreshingicjurselve^^^ feW dajrs;'and rapidly 

recruiting ui'h*ealttatt^'s6in^^^^^ Were employ 
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ed in drawing up a petition, to be presehfcd to tte 
Governor, detailin<^ our grievanceH, real and sup-* 
posed; representing the circumstances under 
\^hich we had quitted our native homes; and claim- 
ing his protection and assistance, as British 9ub- 
jects. This being laid before his Excellency, 
Sir Kalph Woodford, he, in the most humane 
^nd polite manner, expressed his regret that he 
was not iu possession of any authority to warrant 
him in sending us home ; but stating, that no« 
thing in his power should be wanting to make 
our condition upon the island as comfortable as 
possible, uqtil we should either find employ ment, 
or acquire some means of returning to Ireland. 
In accordance with the sentiments thus hand- 
somely expressed, Cumberland- House was fitted 
up for our reception; to which, as soon as possi- 
ble, we removed ; au excellent table was uni- 
formly provided for us, with a sufficient allow-* 
auce of Rum, Tobacco, and such other uecessa-* 
ries as we stood iu need of. 

Colonel M£ADJB, who resided in the house of 
Mr. Whirling^ a Merchant of the greatest res- 
pectability, having made known tl^e ti^atment 
he had met with from the authorities htMargua'- 
rittcty was waited on by a few of the principal law- 
yers and merchants in the island, friends of the 
Patriot cause, who expressed how sincerely 
they felt for the unmerited rigour exercised tow- 
ards him, and offered to pledge themselveis for 
his safety, provided he would proceed to Amgus'- 
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tura, ana lay before the Congress/ then sitting, a 
statement of his claims and grievances; they 
gave him assurances of his kind reception, and 
complete redress ; and tendered their interest in 
furtherance of his wLihes: — this the Colonel, upon 
mature deliberation, declined. 

Thie contrast so naturally formed between our 
present and past circumstances, and the cdmpa^ 
rative enjoyments of which we were now in pos- 
session^ were not greater than the revolution 
which had taken place in the resolutionii of my 
friend Jami£son and myself. We had volunta- 
rily enlisted in the service of the independent^^ of 
South America f and without due perseverance^ 
or like men advancing steadily to the hoped-for 
goal, were on the eve of yielding to the example 
of others, and resigning a cause which, at first 
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sight, presented diflBculties, but in which, by stea- 
diness alone could we ever hope for a successful 
termination. Our retreat was, as yet, not too far 
advanced ; and whether^ like cowards, to desert 
the cause of patriotism^ and by returning to our 
native country become the laughing-stocks of 
those who had opposed our 'ardent hopes in the 
undertaking, and acknowledge ourselves the 
dupes of interested impostors ;-**or, pursue the 
path of glory, unmindfal of the hazardous diffi« 
culties which might be opposed to us^ was now 
the question. Thus wavering. Colonel Meadb 
had but little difficulty in prevailing upon Ja- 
mie SON and myself to undertake the charge of 



l)is{mtehes ffom him to the-Supfenie CJiI^rt, Boli« 
VAR ; an arduous task, particularly as we were 
unacquainted with his pTesent quarters : should 
we^ however, find it impossible to reach the camp 
of the General, we were instructed to proceed tq 
Angustnra^ Biud lay our dispatches and instructi- 
ons before the Congress. Determined to pejcse* 
yere to the end, we were each presented with the 
commission of Captain, and in conformity with 
the previous power granted to Colonel Meade^ 
we were appointed his Aidde Ca^tpif^ and in- 
vested with full authority to act as and ibir him- 

-eelf. 

The several arrangements into which, in coq- 
Bequence of our determination, we were obliged 
• to enter, necessarily detained us for some time; 
and the want of money was not the slightest ob- 
fstacle we had to encountep; particularly so^ as the 
merchant on whom I had the draught ]iad de- 
parted, upon fi mercantile ispeoulation, to the 
fJnit^d States ; and my brother, a distinguished 
officer in the British Navy, on the West India 
station, had npt been ' off the ooast of Trinidcid 
for some week^. 

I h^d, as my leader .mjust remen^ber^ ^^^^ 
;with t^e ^eaterpartpf my regimentalsat^ar^ 
rUt^ ; and the only resoi^rise jiow teft ijae, was to 
^|syp9se.ofthe^may libi;sMry ,whic];i had served to 
lights \he.i^dmm oi xmsijf ^ .lingering hour : the 
^le of the^ my ■ former ippimpc^Blons w^s the la- 
Ji^toi^ of a momeint; and.e^idUed me to compi^tely 



m§k, f rasA the Mmei of sotne at Aote wlio wer^ 
otttbeeveof retu ruing to Great Britam, mad 
whcise drenes wete now useless, or iu tlieir iiative 
ooubtry #6ald serve tb caildoMru odiukaiipdiithe 
podsewKirs : my fellow-traveller JAMiEHan, wkose 
baggage had been taken bj tfaa Spaniards^, was^ 
aided: in kis rc^rs by Coloiiel Mbask^ and alto- 
gMiher^ when fully rigged^ we made rather a res- 
j[>eetab)e Itp^amnee. Dispaiebeswere drawn up 
by the Colonels, with tbie ^ pnrport of which we 
^ere inade acquaint^d^ at the same time reeeiv- 
ii^ his 'final diaections in what mstnuer we were 
to act inid proceed ; In addition tb which we were 
fairtiidked^ by the met'charits^ with letteris to the 
Supreme Chief, the vice-president of the Con- 
gress, and^ in fact, to every office of note in the 
TCpublic* . 

Previous to my departure I had the satisfaction 
6f s^ingHuch officers as had sailed with me from 
M^rguaritta^&cmeA in th^r passage homewards^ 
or already sailed ; and on the 4th of Novembetr 
every thing was in readinress for the departure of 
Jamieson and myself for the Spanish Maine. 

iVmidad, to which we were now about to bid 

* 

•adieil, has little in its history that conld be inte- 
resting to the generality of readers ; it is situated 
fr<bm ^'> 2^' to lOo 20 N. latitude, and from 6()<> 31)^ 
to ttl« 30' W. longitude, forming one side of the 
galph of Porta. In length it extends aboist 
twenty leagues, and is fifteen in breadth. The 
sdil is highly Jpwdcoctive ; supplying in afeiiA- 
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dance, Sugar, Indian Corn, Fruit, Cotton^ and a 
superior quality of Tobacco. My time waa 90 
occupied during the time I was at this visit on the 
island, that I was unable to examine the nature 
of thejsoil, character of Hs inhabitants^ &c« 
as I could have wished. It would be the 
extreme of injustice in me, were I to omit thus 
publicly, an expression of my acknowledgment^ 
for the innumerable instances of kindness anci 
attentiim with whidi I was honoured on this^ as 
upon my returning visit irom Angusiura. I 
sincerely trust this volumo may fall into the hands 
of some of my former friemls on the island, as a 
satisfactory testimonial, that though distant, and 
unable to discharge the debt of gratitude I owe, 
I am not defect! ve in - retaining the memory of 
kind actions^ so gratiously conferred upon an ua- 
fortunate stranger. 

November 5th — Mr. Jamiesox and I sailed 
from Port an Spaine for the Maine^ in an open 
boat, with a small store of provisions, supplied by 
the bountyof Mr. LiTTf.BPA6B,and seven dollars in 
cash ; the boats' crew consisted of four persons^ 
not one of whom understood a sentence of Eng- 
lish. During the da^, we were favoured with a 
light, pleasant breese, and in the night anchored 
in a small bay, on the continent, called, by the 
crew, Cutnae. Next morning we went on shore, 
and were most agreeably surprized at finding a 
plentiful supply of Oranges and Cocoa Nuts*, 
growing around us in every direction^ in all the 



luxurlqnce of native wildness. This had been, 
previous fq (be war, a very Valuable settlement; 
butylikeinan}' olhers, was now depopulated by the 
fanguTharyTuryof the^ contending parties. THe 
reittains of la considerable village having been 
pointed out, we made our way thither, and wefe 
birf pobrly reifrarded for thfe difficulties by whicli 
' our'passage was impeded, lying through a wilder- 
ness of weeds and long entangled 'grass* It was 
totally in ruins, ' and deserted since' the first 
commencement of the revblutioti. Durino: the 
remaining part of this day our crew were employ- 
ed in cutting grass, for the purpose, as we under- - 
stpod, of feeding the cattle foi* which they were ' 
proceeding to Maturin, ftiid which is the staple 
commodity of the place. 

7th — After coasting the entire' day,^ within 
gun-shot of an elevated, iinculMvated district df 
country, we, in the evening, arrived in the small 
bay called JVinnamete. Here the ravaged of 
war were equally perceptible. As we ne^red the 
shore, two savages, black,and in kii'entrre state bf 
nudity, rushed from a thicket, with, a' horrible « 
yell ; having fceeh addressed by the cdramandfer 
of our little bark, they assisted in hauling' it 
ashore; each was arnied with a long pole, for the 
double purpose, as we were informed, of knock- 
ing the oranges off the trees, and protecting 
themselves from injury. Having welcomed its 
on shore, they surveyed my companion and I widi 
apparent astonishment^ and dis^ppeiared in the 
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woods ; in a few minuter they made their re*ap« 
pearance, laden with Ojnanges^ which, with trul^ 
, pative ppllteneiss, they presented Xo us« We 
.^liptopH chearfully of their bounty, and accom- 
palsied theip to H^vt huts ; we found the entrance 
nther trouhleiSQine, heing ojbliged to crawl upon 
al^-foups, thougli rooqd^ and comfortable within, 
where we Wiere introduce^} to t|ie wives ai|d chil- 
idren of our epndiietors, in a wretchedly filthy 
condition. These hpti wer^ situated on the out- 
skirta of a larg<& fin^ valuable plantation, produc- 
ing ISiigar? canes. Oranges, Cocoa-nuts, Piiipp- 
kins, Sec. &c. some of the Sugar-canes rising from 
twenty to thirty feet in height. The crew of our 
boat, who.had followed us, anned for the purpose, 
eomfp^need an attfick uppn the caqes, which they 
^ewed down in large quantities, and with the 
^ssiitance of t|^e blacks, placed them on board. 
This plantattion extended for some iniles, and was 
9ne of the pipst fertjle spots I had yet ^een, though 
^pidly has[tening to a atate of nature ; the usual 
conaeqiueqce of intestine broils ; the inhabitants 
Jliaving al) fallen sacrifices to the ferocity of one 
or other of the warring parties. Our savage host 
produced for our inspection^ a mill which he 
made uae of, to ei^pre&jB tbe juice from the l^ugar- 
«aiie; it was astropg post, ]|^pl lowed, which bore 
% riide resemblf^ipe ^ the mortar of an Apotheca- 
V(k Wd ha^ a correspphding pestle. With this 
ripi^ic inill he was enabled to extract a considera- 
ble portion of the juic^ which was collected in a 



large^ Calabash underneath. He perfbraied Hie 
operation in our presence^ and seemed not a tittle 
pleaseil with his ingenuity, 'the ruins qt ait 
extensive mill were pointed out to us, at some dis- 
tance r the road to which was , rendered' almost 
impassible by the devastations of the army. We 
also visited the remains of an immense rum stilt, 
which was built of brick and mortar, unusual ma* 
terials in that country. Complaining,.by signs,- to , 
the friendly negroes, that' we were thirsty, one o^ 
them ran & brought us a mixtureof rich syrup &^ 
water, a drink truly delicious ; in return we pre- 
sented them with a few segars, for whicn they^ 
were extremely grateful. It is most likely that 
these solitary savages had made their escape from' 
slavery in some of the neighbouring Went Indict 
islands, and now lived a life of idleness, surround* 
ed by abundance. 

8th — Coasting, as on the former day,, in a S. E# 
direction, towards evening we found ourselves in 
the river Arac ; which at its entrance from the 
sea is about a mile in breadth, its shores gradual- 
ly contracting as we ascended. The country on 
each side of the river is flat and thickly wooded ;. 
the trees skirting the margins present a rich lux- 
uriant picture, akerfiately relieved l^y hills^ 
gleoSy and ravines, for which the niind in vainl 
searches for a resemblance in the most perfect^ 
landscapes of northern climates. The current 
ran with rapidity, but as the tide was AoMi^ing, its 
effects were not very perceiveable to us. Sieve* 
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ral flights of Parrots crossed our passage, i^hose 
plumage as dcted upon by the rays of the suu^seenied 
to our vision of the most beautiful crimson. ' We 
gazed upon the scene around us with rapture, 
and in the enjoyment of nature's beauties, forgot * 
for the moment the perils we had escaped^ and 
were still to encounter. ^ 

The tide having turned, we cast anchor close 
tp the shore; the sun had gone down, when the 
sky became clouded, and with the darkness, tor- ' 
rents of rain began to descend^ we rolled our-' 
selves up in our Boat-cloaks, and in despite of the 
*^ pelting of the pitiless storm'^ courted the ap- 
proaches of the drowsy God. Our slumbers were 
speedily terminated by the arrival of a formidable,! 
and to us previously unknown race of visitants,^ 
the Musquitoes, of whose existence we were soon 
convinced ; nothing could repel their attadks^ ^^ 
and the sleep of which we stood so much in need 
was completely banished. 

9th —The break of day gave us infinite satis- 
faction, as with it we proceeded to the centre of 
theriver>and were freed from the annoyance of 
our tormenting assailants ; our bodies felt sore 
and inflamed, and our sleepless eyelids bore am- 
iple and frequent testimony to the efiects of the 
disturbance. The provisions with which we had 
furnished ourselves at Trinidad^ were ended, and 
the only food remaining was dried fish, so highly- 
seasoned that to me it was not endurable, and 
Sugar-canes^ the suction of which was scarcely 
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sufficient to keep soul and body together jiaind 
such our Ignorance of oiir conductor's liiiguage,' 
that the frequent interrogatories served but to 
heighten our doubts as to when we should fond.' 
During the six hours ffow of the tide, the boat- 
men sang and pulled hard' with their sweeps or 
paddles, and during the six hours ,ebb they suck* 
ed their Sugar-canes with apparent satisfaction. 

10th — ^^The annoyance from the Musquitoes wai^ 
little less than on the former night, but there was 
no rain. The picturesque scenery with which we 

* • • " ' - . . * 

were surrounded" acquired an increasing interest, 
and at every curve in the river new beauties pre- 
sented themselves." Casting anchor close to the 
baiik, waiting the returning tide, one ofthemeii 
caiight three small but excellent fish,' which w^ 
found! a seasonable rel ief^. Mr. Jamieson began 
to suffer considerably from an attack of Dysente- 
ry, which was increased by the quality of the food> 
and exposure to ther6in;and we had net'somuck 
as a drop of any kind of spirituous liquors on 
board, with which to relieve ouir sinking spirits.^ 
1 1th— Every species of food' was exhausted ,with 
the exception of the Sugar-canes ; poor food fot 
an European, though the Indians seemed content ! 
What would' either Jdmieson or 1 have now 
giveii for a single meal of Potatoes and salt ? One 
of the crew this day landed and shot a fowl, aboiit 
the size of our common hen, which our hunger 
tendered highly palateable, though wholly unfit 
for the table of an epicure. 



Front dus date to tke 1 6th, we exjierienced a 
cautinuanee of bard fare aod ceawiefli muiery« 
Perish for want we could not sa lonij^as the Sugar* 
canespstood out ; and as for freah water, we were 
surrounded with it* From the effects of the raia^ 
we never were free ; in the intervals between the 
heavj^ showers we were obliged to endure the 
beams of a torrid sun; and during the night our 
weary: slumbens were interrupted by the stings of 
the unceasing Musquitoes. 

We had now ascended the Arae upwards of 
450 miles, nearly in fact, to its source; as the 
banks rapidly began to approximate, and the wa- 
ters became shallow. The features of the conn- 
try had not decreased in richness and beauty ;. the 
trees were of uncommon size, and plothed with 
perpetual verdure ; their branches were covered ^ 
with^an infinite variety of the feathered tribe, the 
beauty of whose plumage, and varied notes, gave 
pleasure to the eye and roused the attention* - 
The* ferocious inhabitants of the forest had not 
niade any appearance on the shores, though dur* 
ing the night, our sleep was frequently interrupt-^ 
ed by iAe howling of the Tiger, ^c. &c. 

All attempts to proceed farther were in vain^ 
although assisted by a number of the natives, 
of a copper colour^ who had come to the beach 
for thai purpose ; their approach was announced 
some minutes before their actual appearance, by 
frequent shoutings, which were answered by our 
crew. The passage by water having thus terml* 
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natedy we prepared to encounter the mazes of aa 
immense ^forest^ apparently rnterniinabie, by 
wiiieh we were separated from Hatwiuj about 90 
leagues distant; but we had already endured so 
mueh, titat we wene not to be deterred, ekker by 
the distanee, dangers of the forest, nor season af 
the year, from pursuing our destined route. - 

16th — Before sun-rise this morning, we were 
busily employed in preparations for our dreary 
march. Our knapsaclcs were packed and se- 
curely fastened upon the shoulders of eadi ; the 
swords slung around the neck ; a belt drawn 
tight about the waist secured our pistols, which, 
with white trowsers and undress jacket completed 
our outfit* Our boats-crew, who were to accom- 
pany us, made signs that our shoes and stockings^ 
would be an incumbrance, an ad nee which we 
thought it prudent to reject ; and having break- 
fasted upon the Juice of the Sugar-cane, we began 
our journey, accoutred as we were. The rain, 
which had fallen in considerable quantities during 
the night, now descended in torrents, and in a few 
minutes we were completely drenched, and tra- 
velling in mud to the knees. The path we pur- 
sued through the woods, was that by which, in the 
dry season, cattle were driven from the interior of 
the country, for the purpose of exportation ; but 
at present so acted upon by the rains, that it was 
frequently with difficulty we dragged ourselves 
along. Ariiving on the banks of a considerable 
river, deep, with a rapid current, our faithful 



cotaipanion^ volunteered to take charge of our 
luggage aa oiler ^hich we gladly accepted, and 
swiBuning by our sides, landed tfaeoi in safety, 

^and free from wet, upon the opposite bank. 

As we advanced, Jamw^on^ reduced by his late, 
indisposition t began tp. I^g^ but hastened forward 
upoa the discharge of .one of our pieces at a young 
"1 iger, which hastily crossed our path ; this' was 
- the first I had yet seen, and though young, and of 
a small size, it made me feel that 1 was passing 
through an American forest, and certainly tended 
not to alleviate the unpleasantness of the journey. 
As the day advanced, our companions, more habi- 
tuated to such wanderings, rapidly gained ground 
upon lis ; and to add to my uneasiness, Mr. Ja- 
mieson, whose strength had been gradually yield- 

, ing, sunk to the ground, nor were all my efforts 
to rouse him to a sense of his danger attended with 

* effect. I immediately unpacked our Boat-cloaks 
and wrapping him up, placed his l^napsack be- 

. iieath his head, hoped the best from the renovat- 
ing powers of a few minutes sleep. As 1 watched 
his awaking, an Indian woman who had attached 
herself to our party and had fallen behind, now 
came up, and affected much surprized at our des- 
titute Situation ; she awoke my friend, and, by 
signs, made Us fully sensible of the inevitable 

. destruction which awaited us, should we thus ex- 

• . , • . ' • • • , 

pose ourselves to the inroads of the wild beasts 

by which we were surrounded. We heard her 

: as though we heard her hot; forsucfe was the 
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effects of the tatluue and rain, that we were unable 
to act, 111 pursuance of her advice. Pitying our 
condition, but anxious to provide for her own safe- 
ty, she proceeded ou her journey. 

My mind was in a most agonized state^ and my 
frighted imagination heard iri the rustling of 
every leaf the wily approach of the ferocious ti- 
ger. Upon casting my eyes towards my fellow- 
sufferer, to my astonishment, I again perceived 
that he was insensible to all external impressions* 
Following his exam{>le, I became resigned, and 
laying my head upon my knapsack, attempted to 
compose myself, but found it impossible* I had 
Tain in this afflicting poisition for nearly an hour, 
when my ears were gladdened with the shouts of 
some Indians, at a distance; and whether friend 
or foe, either appeared a relief from the prospect 
of certain destruction^ which at present awaited' 
us. * As the sounds gained iipon my ear, I roused 
my companion, and immediately afterwards our 
former friends appeared : this was indeed a joy- 
ous sight to me, who, but a few minutes before, 
had resignetl myself to a miserable death* The 
female, who had previously looked on us 
with such compassionate kindness,now gave us to 
understand, that she had represented our forlorn 
condition to our former friends, and though some- 
what wearied themselves, they obeyed the dic- 
tates of nature, and returned to reliev^ us froih 

, our dangers and difficulties* 

H 
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Soniowhai refroshod by the ropose, and tlie cit* 
culation restored to our benumbed liml)s, by brisk 
friction with the hands, we arose ; and t)tir kind 
friends haviijg laden themselves with our luggage, 
urged us forward. Notwithstanding their fatigue, 
the Indians again began to gain ground upon us, 
and again my countryman began to wax weary 
and faint. I endeavoured to rouse his lagging 
spirits, and by example, animate him to further 
exertion, but found it impossible ; he became still 
weaker and more depressed, and ultimately fell 
to the ground. Our friends had outstripped us, 
and what to do I knew not ; upon examination, t 
conjectured I perceived the pale hand of death 
spread over his countenance, and waited the result, 
with the utmost anxiety ; by degrees the c^rimsoii 
blush of returning life, became perceptible, and 
I addressed him — ^^ t/amiV^on," said I, as I cover- 
ed him with his cloak, " I see it is quite impossi- 
ble for you to proceed farther, in yonr present si- 
tuation ; and as I cannot be of the slightest assist- 
ance to you, I will hasten to pursue the paths of 
our companions and solicit their return, that, even 
upon a litter, you may be conveyed to Maturin. 
He was unable to speak, but looked upon me 
with a countenance beaming with affection, and 
as he grasped m^ warmly by the hand, made a 
sign, that, ere my return, he should be no more, 
I left him ; and alone, weary and dispirited, pur- 
sued the footsteps of my companions ; but losing 
every trace, I feared that I had mistaken the path. 
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and stopping, called aloud ia hopes erf catcBin«r 
their attention, and arresting their progress. Mu?* 
sing, as L crawled along, forlorn and dejected, 1 
ascended aa elevated ground at some distance^ 
hoping to obtain an extended vi^w, hnt there was 
acne ; — the intricate mazes of the forest were the 
only objects that were visible. 1 descend^ed , and 
' vcas soon delighted at having accidentally regain- 
ed the path. In a short time a fire was observable 
at some distance. Emerging ixom the wood, I 
recognized around it my friendJy Indians, and 
rushing forward, informed them of what I feared 
might be the fate of my comrade. I urged them, 
with tears, to commiserate his forlorn condition, 
and return to his.assistance, but they were inexo- 
rable ; making signs that, when somewhat refresh- 
ed by repose, he wauld foUovv me.. This, opinion 
was correct, for after some time, I heard his voice 
echoing iathe distance,.and ere long he joined us. 
We met as friends whiahad long, been separated^ 
and reflecting upon his state when we parted, I 
was induced to augur a favorable termination to 
our journey. Cheered by the enlivening blazQ 
before us, and the hilarity of our companions, w^e 
would have now felt tolerably comfortable, had 
not the pangs of hunger assailed us, for we had 
tasted nothing throughout the day, save a few: 
berries picked up in the woods ; and our total ig- 
norance of the road we had yet to compass ere we 
reached Maturin, About midnight the Indians 
left us, and we b^»took ourstdves to rest upon the 
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long grass. The rain i^as incessant^ and the Mus* 
quitoes in active operation ; yet such was our fa- 
tigue that we slept some hours, unmindful of sur- 
rounding dangers, and unannoyed by the bites of 
our troublesome visitants. 

17th — Awaking from our cheerless couch; the 
day served but to shew us the horrors of our situ- 
ation ; buckling on our knapsacks we proceeded 
on our march. The forest from which we had 
emerged on the preceding night, still skirting the 
path over the plain, which we now crossed ; the 
grass was long and thin, having a dry and sour 
appearance; the soil dry, and somewhat sandy. 
As we traversed this vast plam, our solitary reve- 
ries were uninterrupted ; the mind of Jamie^on^ 
in unison with my own, seenjieil absorbed in gloo- 
my anticipations, or'occupied with a retrospective 
glance at past endurances. A pad which we fol- 
lowed was our only guide ; and our prospect, for 
a distance of some miles, was only bounded by the 
forest wi<& which the plain was surrounded ; and 
the view of which was occasionally interrupted by 
the interference of a small cluster of trees, agree- 
Jably dispersed over its surface. 

Our journey, on the preceding day, through 
the woods, was accompanied with incessant rains^ 
and our progress interrupted by rivers of various 
sizes, eleven of which we crossed in the course of 
the march ; but our circumstances on this day 
were equally unpleasant, and formed a perfect 
contrast with those of the foregoing. As we 
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crossed the plain, the heaf of the sun was exces- 
sive, the deep, miry, and almost impassable road 
6f yesterday, was exchanged for a dry sandy 
heath, and the thirst which accompanied our fa<* 
tigue, was becoming insupportable^ without the 
means of quenching it within our reach. As I 
reflecied upon the peculiarity of my state 1 could 
not but exclaim in participation with the suffer- 
ings of a sacred penman, ^^ In journeying^ often> 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen^ in perils in the city^ in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils of waters, in perils of rob<^ 
bers^ in perils among talse brethren, in perils in 
the sea ; in weariness and painfuloess, in watch- 
ings often, in hunger and thirsty in fastings often, 
in cold and nakedness." 

HaTing continued our walk for about three 
hours, we came to a circumscribed space, from 
the surface of which the grass had been burned, 
as if by a recent fire kindled by a trayelling par- 
ty of natives. In- this idea we were confirmed by 
perceiving some scattered fragments of caseliya 
bread, which we hastily collected and devoured 
with avidity ; and, in truth, this was the first 
morsel of any thing like food, we had swallowed 
for many days. Conceiving that this spot would 
be deserted by the Musquitoes^ we unbuckled 
•our knapsacks- and seated ourselves^ to recruit 
our exhausted strength. Here, we held a mourn- 
Cul consultation as to the distance we had yet to 
travel; not a little invigorated by the hope that 
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our Intliaii friends would amiouiice our approach 
at 3Iaturiny and that guides would be seiit^ with 
horses, to assist us in reaching the village ; as, 
from our weakness, through want of nourishment, 
we feared we should be unable to do sa oa foot ; 
concluding the distance still to be from three to 
four leagues. Thus ruminating upon our jour-» 
ney, we were horror-struck by the growling of a 
tiger in the wood, a few perches to the right of our 
path ; trembling, we gazed upon each other for 
a moment, and, as instinctively, seized our knapr 
sacks,a^d struck along the path, with a speed, of 
which a few minutes before we seemed incapable* 
As we glided along, our eyes. eagerly turned to 
the spot from whence the sounds had issued, we 
perceived our ferocious enemy slowly pacing 
among the trees, unconscious of the alarm he had 
created : we each seized a pistol and fired in the 
direction of where we saw him, but with uncertaiu 
aim ; be seemed startled at the sound, and deli- 
berately retired within his covert. Not secure in 
our ideas of safety, we continued to urge forward, 
until the distant murmurings of the tiger were 
lost in the breeze. 

Our last remaining effort seemed called into ac- 
tion, by what we conceived to be our imminent 
danger, and now that we had left it so far behind, 
the cause which produced it died away, and with 
it our partiial excitation. Anxiously looking 
round for a spot, similarto that we had quitted, on 
which to repose our wearied limbs^ we were de^ 
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lighted with the discovery of a small pool of wA^ 
ter, if a hole containing less than a pint is worthy 
the name, and though luke-warm, we knelt 
down and emptied it of its last drop. Consider 
ably refreshed, even by this partial and tasteless 
beverage, we proceeded onwards until We Reach- 
ed some bushes, closely matted together, bene&th 
which, having cfept, we w^ere conipletely shel- 
tered from the piercing rays of the sun ; here we 
lay for upwards of an hour, in expectation of the 
hoped'foraid, when I heard some shots fired at a 
distance; I asked JamiesoA if he hdd heard 
them^ but receiving no answer, I turned round, 
and perceived he was fast asleep. Having 
awoke him, we listened attentively, and soon 
found that I had not been deceived. As we had 
each a rifle -whistle, we sounded, and hallooed, 
but to no purpose ; we had hoped they were the 
signals of a party sent in search of us, but still 
hearing them at intervals without approaching, 
we concluded that they proceeded from, cattle- 
hunters, and resigned the hopes we had began so 
warmly to cherish. 

As our eyes were turned on the ground, ndt 
knowing what was to be done, 1 called thejatten- 
tion of my companion to some long stalks, grow- 
ing near us, and which by our united strengths 
we pulled Up ; to those were attached a bulbous 
root, somewhat 'i resembling a turnip, but as I was 
in the act of using my knife, hoping to assuage 
my excessive hunger, Jamieson caught my hand. 
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liegging of me not to taste it, as from cleKcription^ 
he was fearful it might be the cassava root, whieh^ 
though when it has undergone a certain prepa* 
ration, is eateti by the natives, ye^, in its r^c&nt 
state, is considered poison of the most deleterious 
kind. 

The sun was now descending, and I Urged my 
comrade to rouse himself and attempt to make 
the best possible way ptiwards, as another night 
like that we had passed, would inevitably be fa-^ 
tal. We took our knapsacks, but exhausted 
nature sunk under the oppressive weight ;i;hrow« 
ing them upon the ground, we exchanged our 
undress jacket and shirt, which we had woni dUN 
ing the journey, (the trowsers, being an incuiti- 
brance, were flung away in passing thirough the 
wood the previous day,) for a clean shirt, dress 
jacket and trowsers ; and placing the remainder 
of our luggage under the protection of a furr 
bush, we proceeded on our route, l^he Weakness 
of Jamieson was perceptible in every step, until 
he again sunk upon the ground, and seeing his 
attempts to proceed fruitless, he urged me to go 
forward and leave him to his fate. I reilionstrat- 
ed with him, pointing out the short distance we 
. had now to go, with the certainty of destruction 
attendant on delay ; till, more dead than alive, I 
in a great degree dragged him along, and laid him 
by the side of a pool of water, providentially 
placed in our way, of which we both drank copi-» 
ously^ and felt comparatively renovated. In this 
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isituation^ rendered i^tll more titdy distressing by 
Uie exbaustioa and debility of my friend, we sat 
ior souxie tinoe ; wbien be again atten^ted to pro- 
ceed. A few minutes afterwards, I dUceme^,- 
witbia a quarter of a league, a cottage, tiie £rst 
1 had seen, and as 1 had notfaeavd <tf any TiAage in 
our rDa(e, begsax to fesur 'we had iosk OM my, 
particularly bo, as by the ceilculation we had 
made, we conceived ourselves still distaat 'from 
Maiurin .upwards o^ six snileB. I |iointed aut to 
my <3ompaafuon, whose eufftnings wholly engisosseil 
his^eHtion^ the object ^whioh met my ivieoiv. He 
gazed upon it for ^ manieot,and clasping rhis hands 
togetlser in iextacy, lexdaioied , *' It i« Maturing I 
can disclnclly see the sinoke iif the vilhst^,*' Our 
conjectures ^ere soon verified by a mucontre 
with some nativ^es wiho we<iie driving a flock df 
cattle befoiie fiiem : they inforqued us^ by signs, 
that oar distance from the village was aliort. With 
^is impeltts Jamiesom in pant forgot his deUliLy, 
and we^oon found aoirRelves at ike tenninatioa of 
our arduous and £atigiii»gjourney. 

As we entered tbe visUage, oar «ieagce, woe- 
^bedizened ceantenances^ and swollen eyes, pro- 
clairoed the starvation and fatigue we had mder^ 
gone. We advanced tov^rds a house, attouad tbe 
door of which wc saAY some English officem, by 
whom we were invited to enter, and i^gerly 
partook ^i some fvult at»d rum sangarqe ; from 
these I fdiTvid that our Indian friends had arrived in 
the mormng, but lui^l ii^tglocted Xo mttkeap|d[i- 

1 
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cation for assistance to be sent forward to* 
us. The opportune bounty of our brother oflBcers, 
an hour's rest^ which we really enjoyed ; and the 
cleansino^ which followed^ and of which we stood 
so much in want^ added to the change of circum- 
stances, made us now feel that we were in the ha* 
bitations of humanity, and forget the scenes of 
danger and affright ibroagh which we had so 
lately .laboured. 

Marino, General of the army of the East, and 
to whom we had letters of introduction, was at 
Cariaeo, near Cunuma ; but, upon my intro- 
duction to Goldnel Woodberry, adjutant-general 
of the Briti^ Eegion; he, With that pleasing manner 
and address for which he is eminently conspicuous, 
took charge of them, and promised to have them 
forwarded immediately to the General. The 
kindness of this gentleman did not rest here, be 
provided us with comfortable quarters, those lately 
occupied-by Colonel luow, and g&ve us an invi^ 
tation to dine at the Field Officers' Mess, an 
invitation which we thankfully accepted. 

Prerious'to the anuouncemeat of dinner, we 
were sevemlljr introduced (o Colonel Harrison, 
Majors' D.Avy> Carter, and Ditton ; they re^ 
ceived us most kindly, and after the usual compili*- 
menls upon oar safe arrival, we sat down to a sub- 
stantial and elegant dinner, with the various et 
ceteras ; of the relish with which Jamieson and I 
shared the bounty of our military brethren, 1 will 
irpt speak : suffice it to say, that the effect pro- 
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duced upon ns, by the brilliantly illuminated room, 
the fashionable appearance of our messmates, the 
richness of the board, and the martial sounds pro^ 
ceeding from a fuILband, when contrasted with 
the situations we had filled for the last few days, 
and the companions with whom we were asso- 
ciated, made the whole appear more as a scene of 
the imagination, than one in which we were ac- 
tual partakers. After enjoying a truly happy 
evening, we retired to our quarters, and took pos- 
session of a suspended cow-hide each, which sup- 
plied the places of hammocks, we resigned 
ourselves to sleep, satisfied of bur security, and 
tinconscious of any real cause of uneasiness. 

19th. Before we had quitted our births this 
morning* after a comfortable nightts repose, we 
received aii invitation from; Colonel* Blosset, com* 
mander of the Legion, to spend the day at an 
Orange grove, about ^ mile distant from Maturin ; 
the principal ladies of which were invited. After 
decorating our persons with- Ae.t:cmatw« of our. 
wardrobe,, we joined s6me of the officers in the 
•square, who pointed out a few of their female 
guests, already mounted, and eager to proceed. 
The group consisted of about twelve ladies, each 
mounted upon a mule ; the side saddles were ex- 
tremely high and awkward, most of them covered 
with morocco, and the dresses of the riders gay 
and fantastic. The signal being given, we started : 
as we approached our rendezvous, the passage was 
impedipd by a -smalLrapid streanri, which, 1 was 
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told, was a continuance of the Arac, which we 
had ascended; the ladies dismounting, we 
passed over in canoes^ and to my surprise, the 
horses^ plunging iiu followed, with all the alacrity 
of water spaniels* 

The grovCj in which our several entertainments 
were served up^ was formed of rows of Onuii^e 
trees, about two hundred feet in length, forauorg 
by the intermixture of their branches at top; an 
arched hall^ about twenty feet in width, ai«fiost 
impervious to the rain, and wholly so to the rays 
of the sun; the sides and tcy were crowded with 
clusters of the ripe fruit, presenting a luxuriant 
appearance, surpassing in ricluiess and beauty any 
thing I had ever babeld. The breakfast tabl6 was 
laid out for about thirty goests» in a i^yle of ele- 
gance bordering upon eastern luxury and pro>- 
fusion; it consisted of meats, tariouidy dressed » 
Coffee, Chocolate, with a superabundance of Jruits 
of every description. The ladies were lively, 
and exceedingly affable to such of our officers as 
could hold; converse with them in their native 
tongue ; generally speaking* they were handsome 
and of a dark browa complexion, little inferior in 
point of whiteness to an European brunette, though 
scarcely so^ ruddy ; the eyes black and sparkling; 
the eye-brows dark and finely pointed ; atid the 
whole countenance agreeable and animated, 
though somewhat arch. On the conclusion of our 
repast they waltzed with the English officers, and 
with some of those composing the staff of Getreral 
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Marivo, who were <Jf our party. Hammocks 
were slung between the trees, in order to repose 
when the heat became oppressive, and were so con- 
structed as to be constantly upon the swing, pro- 
dttcins: a current of air sufficient to fan and refresh 
the occopier* Durinjt^ the heat of the day the ladies 
bathed in Ibe river we had passed in the morning*, 
and their example was afterwards followed by some 
of the gentlemen of the party. 
• Soon after breakfast. Major Carver kindly un- 
dertook to conduct us through the several paits of 
the plantation, of which the Orange grove forms 
one ; it is the property of a Negro, who about ten 
years since bad settled there, ^ and with industry 
and assiduity ^cleared of its native trees, supplying 
their places with fruit trees, Indian corn, cocoa 
nnt tr^es, pumpkins, yams, and every species of 
vegetable, suitable to the climate ; increasing its va- 
lue so considerably, that, Avere peace once estab- 
lished, it is calculated that it would be worth Forty 
Thousand Dollars. The articles of produce, upon 
which its owner principally calculated, were cocoa 
and Indian corn, which he-forwarded to some of the 
West India Islands, and in return received Sugars, 
tobacco, or what was still more valuable. Cash. 

On my returning from a long walk, the party 
were enjoying themselves singing and waltzing 
with the utmost hilarity ; the music was excellent, 
equal in science to any British military band I had 
ever heard ; indeed the situation was such as to 
make us relish the ''dulcet sc^unds" in a much 
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greater degree than ^vhen parading llie streets of 
an European town^ or \randeriug amid the bustle 
and confusion of a modern ball-room. Dinner was 
announced and served up in a similarly superb 
style as breakfast; the country had been previously 
ransacked for variety, and the art of the French 
cooks was expended in the preparation of the 
several dishes. The cloth being removed ^' The 
Supreme Chief, Bolivar," was drank with cheering, 
the band playing "See the conquering hero comes." 
" General Devereux, and the Irish Legion,*' fal- 
lowed, tune '^ Patrick's day/* As this toast was 
evidently intended as complimentary to my friend 
Jamieson and myself,and drunk with an enthusiasm 
to which the surrounding woods bore testimony^ 
I briefly returned thanks. " The memory of Ge- 
neral English" in solemn silence, was followed by 
a succession of others, until the shades of evening 
warned us of 'Mhe swiftness of the fleeting hour/' 
About night-iall we returned to Maturing having 
spent a day, whichj in the estimation of all, amply 
repaid an age of suffering* 

20th — We this morning breakfasted with the 
Field Officers, after which, being provided with 
mules, we retraced a path which we had last 
traversed under very different circumstances, in 
search of that part of our luggage, we were obliged, 
through exhaustion, to leave behind. These we 
found without the smallest difficulty, and returning, 
prepared to dine with Colonel JjOPEz. This 
venerable patriot had suffered more in the service 
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of the Republic, than any other individual then 
living, having lost all his children, innumerable 
friends, and a great part of his property, though 
he had still enough to entitle him to the character 
of the richest mun in Maturin, He had an un- 
' common partiality to the English Legion, six of 
the officers of which he had inmates in his house, 
where they were supported in a style of luxury, 
unknown to any other residents of the tov^n. My 
companion and I were welcomed in a more than 
usually friendly manner, and, as it afterwards 
appeared, if the partiality towards the English was 
great, the Irish was still more endeared to him. 
We spent a delightful evening with the old Colonel, 
who, before we parted, told us he would consider 
it one of the greatest insults ever offered him, if 
we did not make his house our home, during the 
remainder of our stay in this place ; we promised 
toaccede to his wishes, and parted, pleased with 
our reception, and delighted with the frankness 
and hospitality of our venerable host. -^ From this 
time forward, our stay at Maturin was an uninter- 
rupted succession of scenes of gaiety and festivity : 
it was pleasure without alloy. 

During our stay here, a circumstance occurred, 
which, though of trivial note at the time, was on 
the eve of leading to consequences, unpleasant to 
Mr. Jamieson, oh our arrival at Angustura--^ 
Colonel Low, not more from his urbanity and 
gentlemanly deportment, than his skill as a dis' 
ciplinarian, and well tried courage in thfe field, had 
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deservedly become a favonrite with each of those 
patriotic commanders, with whom lie had associ* 
ated ; to such an extent was this pari i^ity mani-^ 
fested, that a deijree of jealousy or envy began 
to be felt towards him by some of his brother 
officers of the English Legion, A report was in 
general circulation, grounded upon the statemeat 
of a private soldier, most unfavourable to the 
character of Colonel L. as an officer and a gentle- 
man : as yet,, these reports were only privately 
whispered ; but upon the arrival of Jamieson, uo 
sooner was it known that he was a native of 
Athlone, and from the immediate neighbourhood 
with Coloilel L. than he was applied to, as to 
whether he had ever heard of the circumstances 
hinted at, so unfavourable to that gentleman, and 
having answered in the affirmative, a number of 
the officers of the Legion came to the resolution 
of placing the Colonel in Coventry, upon hiss return 
to Muturin. It is but justice to that gentleman 
here to say^ that this resolutioa was entered into 
in his absence ; and that 4he charge of which he 
was thus prematurely convicted, originated in a 
' mistake, he having been taxedwith a crime per- 
petrated by another, whose o^3^ly similarity to him, 
was that in name, Upoii our arrival in AMgustura^ 
I, owing to the illness of luy friend, waited on 
Colonel Low, at his request, and in the name of 
Miv J. made every apology that could be necessa* 
sary; and, previous to my deps/rture, l.had the 
hortour of receiving particular attentions from the 
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Colonel^ and of perceiving that the stigma, conse- 
qjuent on the inisrepresentationj was wholly ob- 
literated* 

Sunday morning, November 29th, ere we had 
risen from our cow-hide hammocks, the door of 
our apartment was suddenly thrown open, and 
Colonel J^LossET entering, handed me a letter, of 
which the fpllowing is a translation :-— , 

" Cumana-core, JVbv. 26/A. 1819. 

'' I have this dayheard of your arrival at 
Maturin, and have not only given every order to 
the Commander of the British Legion, to forward 
you to Ang^stura, with all possible convenience 
and dispatch ; but liave likewise written to the 
Government, representing the suit of Colonel 
Me4D£, in the stror^est terms, to their immediate 
consideration, 

*^ I am» Gentlemen, your servant,- 

MARINO. 
'^ To Captains Adam and Jamisson/' 

The perusal of this letter, though it was tlie 
signal for parting from friends who had exercised * 
towards us, in their fullest extent, the rights of 
hospitality, gave us infinite ratisfaqtion ; as it not 
cMily expedited our journey onwards, but acknow** 
ledged the rights granted by General DzvEutvx, 
in Ireland, to his several officers ; and put to the 
blush the arguments of such as, doubting his 
authority in tato., had deserted the independent 
standard, and returned to their homes, to veat 
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their spleen and disappointnient throug^h the 
columns of venal journals, anil circulate and es- 
tablish their cowardice.more permanently, througli 
the medium of a five-penny pamphlet. This re- 
cognition of the claims of Colonel Mbade, and 
by the rank conferred, by him, on my companion 
and myself, was of still greater weight, when we 
considered that Marino was second in command, 
and only bowed to the orders of Bolivar ; and, 
that, although some partial jealousies might exist 
between them, he was not considered, by the Su- 
preme Chief, as his inferior in courage^ military 
skill, or political knowledge* 

We were informed that, in obedience to the 
commands of the General, every thing would be i« 
readiness for our departure upon the following 
morning. In the mean time we were occupied in 
perambulating the streets, and paying our final 
obeisance to the several individuals by whom we 
had been so kindly entertained. Our old friend. 
Colonel Lopez, regretted our departure, and as if 
Mras our last day at Maturtn, told us he would make 
\he evening pass as pleasantly as possible for usy 
by inviting as many of the Officers and Ladies 
whom we had formerly seen, as he could procure. 
In the course of the day 1 walked a short distance 
from town with a friend, to see the manner in which 
the land tortoise is procured by the natives. The 
grass in which the animals hide themselves, is long 
and screens them from observation, as well as it 
retards tbe hunter from his pursuit : it is, therefore. 
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fired> taking advantage of the tlirection of the 
breeae, which extends the conflag[ration, leaving 
the tortoise exposed, which is picked up at the- 
convenience of the hunter. On my return I SlIw 
upwards of one hundred Indian women carrying 
arms^ &c. from the stores, for the use of the Le- 
gion ) tliey seemed of the lowest class of natives, 
^nd in a state of the utmost barbarity. They were 
low in stature, very ill made generally, short broad 
faces, flat^ nos^, thick lips, weak eyes> and of a 
copper colour ; these females were in an almost 
ipomplete state of nature, having no covering what- 
ever, with the exception of a piece of skin, about 
four inches square, which was tied around ^the 
loins, with a small striQj^, a)[)d descended in 
itoni. 

Oi^ my way to the hous^ of the hospitable Lopez, 
finding myself thirsty, I accepted the invitation of 
^n Officer, and stepped into his quarters. Upon 
a pallet, in a corner of the room, lay a Gentleman 
suffering under an attajckof the 5igue ; as he qnco- 
yered his head to salute me, I was shocked with 
the worn out appearance he presentee} ; he informed 
me he had been in that situatioii for nearly seven 
months, and, during the whole of that time had not 
received the smallest portion of medicine, and was 
wholly dependant on the benevolence of the Offi- 
Ciers of the garrison, for the small pittance which 
supported nature. He was a young man, ^nd the 
remains of a most gentlemanly address and accomr 
pUshed mani^ers were perceptible, even in the 
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wretched situation in which he lay. It was 
his intention to proceed to Trinidad, as, by re- 
nlaining in his present quarters, a short tirae must 
decide bis fate. 1 lamented the situation of this 
young man exceedingly^ and highly approving of 
his resolutions to leave Maturin, although it ap* 
peared impossible that his emaciated and redilced 
jCrame could ever endure the fatigues of such a 
joqrney ; gave him a letter of introduction to the 
philanthropic Dr. O'Connor^ and bade biiti adieu, 
as 1 conceived, for ever. 

At the house of Colonel Lopez I found a large' 
party of the British and native Officers, some of 
our former female acquaintances, and several 
Priests, The dinner was even more sumptuous 
than usual, and comprised every species of fish; 
flesh, and fowl, which could be procured ; there 
was a great deficiency of vegetables, not having 
either potatoes, yams, or bread, as the flower was 
all expended, and the only substitute for which 
was raph cake, a yellowish sort of bread, not un- 
pleasant in its taste, made from Indian corn. A 
large dish of salt fish, highly seasoned, w£(s the first 
placed upon the table, and to which each gentleman 
was helped ; upon the removal of each course, the 
same dish was again introduced, of which all were 
urged to partake ; this 1 soon found was to make 
lis ply the bottle during dinner, which circulated 
most freely, and there was no evading the solicita^ 
tions of our klnd-hearled host. The evening: ivas 
spent in waltzing, occasionally varied by the intro- 
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ductfon of English country dances^ which the ladies 
enjoyed, and went through with considerable ease, 
having been under the special superintendance of 
some of the British Officers., After enjoying our-: 
selves for some hours in the niost pleasant and 
agreeable manner, we parted, giving a farewell 
salute to each of our fair friends. 

The town or village of Maturtn, in the province 
of Venezuela^ is situated in 7« 31f N. latitude, and 
660 AT W. longitude, about 470 miles S. W. of 
the gulph of Paria^ and distant from Jngtistura 
nearly 300 miles. In itself the village is inconsi* 
derable, containing only from 6 to 700 inhabitants. 
The houses are built with tolerable regularity, one 
story high, forming a square, each side of which is 
about a furlong in length ; the centre is a fine sod, 
upon which the troops were wont to exercise. It 
is said that it was formerly a place of isome im- 
portmice, but at present there is not the smallest 
vestige of respectability in its appearance; the 
huts presenting a most wretched aspect, are for the 
most part built of mud, though some fe^ are of 
stone, and roofed with bamboo. Three strons: 
forts surround the town in different directions; 
these are built with stones and mud, and in shape 
resemble the martello towers which skirt the shores 
of Great Britain. On the top of each is a single 
pivot gun, one of which was pointed out to me, on. 
the fort commanding an extensive plain, which 
fronts the village, as having committed more havoc 
among the Spanish soldiery than any other piece 
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m the republic, Maturin has beeri no less than 
three times (h^stroyed by the RoyaJisIs ; yet there 
]» no place that has so well withstood their shocks^ 
Mor If herein the Spaniards have . suffered more 
severely ; the brass artillery with which the town 
IS abundantly supplied^ being brought to l>ear 
upon the enemy^ committed the most dreadfut 
lavages in th^ir ranks. 

Adjoining the square is a large unfinished build- 
Sogj resembling an ISngli^h barn^ without furnitui;e; 
this is the barrack of the English Legion ; tlie 
soldiers li^ upon the ground, from which they are 
separated by a bullock or cow hide^ their only bed, 
A similar building or barrack i^ erected within 
a. quarter of a mile of the town, for the accommo- 
dation of the German Legion. The English Le- 
f^&xiy which, upon it|^ first landing on the shores of 
Houih America was so strong, has dwindled, chiefly 
by the effect* of the climate, to about 400 men, 
irvcluding officers ; and about six weeks after the 
time of which 1 speak, when called upon to join 
General BowvaRj at Sfinta Barbara; there were 
Ivut "iSS effective men ; in fact, during my residence 
at Maturin, nearly one half of their numbers were 
confined to hospital, afflicted with the Malditese, 
a dreadful species of eating sore, which, if not 
duly attended to, and kept remarkably clean, 
increases in depth arid extent of gjrface, and iii 
the end becomes incurable. J haye seen some of 
these miserable lookirjg wretches^ with the assis- 
tance (d( a couple of short sti<-*ks, and iq a sitting 
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postufe,drag themselves along in a most deplorAble 
condition in search of their ratrons. The Officers^ 
for the most part, enjoyed tolerable heaUh ; but 
both Officers and men were in a wretched conditioit 
for want of clothing, having, ai9 1 was iuformed^ 
been robbed of mostly all their luggage, by Ad- 
miral BftiON } and, as yet, had not received a 
supply of either clothing or moneys from the Re^- 
publican government. The want which seemed • 
most regretted was that of shoes and stockings, a 
grievous one truly to Europeans, whose bare feet 
could ill endure the acrid surface of the earth, and 
the prickly bramblc*s every where scattered about. 
The Subaltern Officers complained much, and 
justly, I believe, of the manner in which they had 
been treated by their Field Officers, A present of 
wines, rum, porter, flour>and other provinces had 
been forwarded to them, by the Merchants ot' 
Trinidad, for tJie u^e of the Legion ; and which . 
the Field Officers, with a degree of selfishness 
bordering on inhumanity, appropriated to their 
own private use ; thereby depriving their fellow- 
soldiers and countrymen of some Utile comlbrts to 
which they were entitled, and had an equal claim ; 
this accounted to me for. the superiority of their 
mess, when compared with the state of poverty 
to which I saw many other deserving young men 
reduced. 

The German legion, under the command of 
Colonel C^s/er, had fallen away in equal proportion 
with the l^nglish, but had their numbqi*s recrilitcd 
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with supplies from Marguaritta and Barcelona, at 
sundry times. The usual rations for officers^ 
English and German^ was 3 pounds of beef, 
and one half of a cassava cake^ about two pounds 
weight each daily ; and for the men one half the 
quantity — a wretched allowance for troops in gar- 
rison, and in daily expectation of being called 
into actual service* 

1 shall here take notice of an act. of brutality on 
the part of a native officer, whose name was un- 
known, but whose authority was recognised by the 
Supreme Chief. As I was one day standing in 
company with some officers, at the door of the Ad« 
jutant-general, I was informed of the arrival of at 
Patriot Colonel, a stranger, from the interior, and 
who had taken the command of the native troops. 
His first shew of authority, was by ordering some 
of Marino's guard of honour, into confinement for 
disrespect ; and, altogether, his character for ar« 
bitrary tyranny was soon manifested. He was ] 

pointed out to me as he was impressing men to 
man a fletchera for Marguaritta, whither he was 
bound with dispatches from General Marino to 
Admiral Brion; he was a fine looking fellow, 
though with a considerable degree of ferocity of 
countenance. A decently dressed black man was, 
in passing, seia&ed by him» and ordered into the 
ranks ; he remonstrated, declaring he was not an 
inhabitant of South America, but a British subject 
and a native of the W^t India Islands, and had 
come to Maturin, for purposes of traffic ; the only 
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answer which the tyrant made to this- appeal to 
justice, was by an imprecation, accompanied with 
a blow from a stick which he held in his hand. ; 
the Black. was furious, but it was in vain to 
. contend ; he begged permission to secure the mer- 
chandize he had brought, but was answered as 
before, with a second blow ; he then C2).lled sliame! 
shame ! for which be was saluted with a profusion 
of strokes, until his head and face were covered 
tvith blood. Several of our officer^ grumbled, but 
were averse to interfering with the native troops ; 
the unfortunate black again called, shame ! and 
Mras again attacked with redoubled fury. In the 
rsLge of the tyrannic colonel, he called for a sword, 
of which, if he had got possession, nothing, in my 
opinion^ could have saved the life of the hapless 
b}.ack. 

As we had risen ciarly to m^ke prepars^rions 
for our departure, I was witnesi^ to a duel between 
Captain Hand and Ueutenant Lynch, who bad dis-^ 
puted the previoqs evening ; the ball of the latter 
tooli: effect, passing through the back part of tlie 
right thigh, gra^^ing the left, and taking with it, ii^ 
its passage^ the testes, which were completely cut 
away; it was a dreadful wounds and little hopes 
were entertained of his recovery. I had the satis- ^ 
faption, however, before I left the Maine, of hear- 
ing, that the danger was past, and that he was 
{igain able to move about. 

Two horses were seized by the Guard, from the 
inhabitants, and saddles, holsters, &^. being proy 
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vided from the stores^ we mounted. Supplies of 
tasso, (slips of beef, dried). Cassava bread anJ 
rum, were prepared for our journey ; and our ve- 
nerable friend. Colonel Lopez, upon bidding us 
adieu, presented me with some dozens of Sejjars, 
and a canteen of rum. Having taken leave of the of- 
ficers of the English legion, and returned them 
our most sincere thanks for the kindness whi^ch 
they had shewn us, jAMtESoN and I bade adieu to 
Maturin, and were accompanied some distance 
on our way by Col. Harrison and Major Davy, 

^ Our guide was an elderly man, about sixty years 
, of age, and mounted upon a mule ; his dress was a 
lilanket, with a hole cut in the centre, through 
which the hea(.d protruded, a small pair of cotton 
Irowsers, and a handsome silver-hiltcd sword by 
his side ; he was accompanied by a boy whom we 
supposed to be his son, he also was mounted upon 

• a small mule, and driving before him another, 
heavily ladetl with two large boxes of merchandfze, 
which he had brought from the village. After a 
ride of about five miles, we alighted on the banks 

.; of a small rivulet ishaded from the sun by the 
spreading leaves of the Banyan tree ; here we 
made the first breach in our canteen, takin**- 
a parting glass with the two officers who had so 
good-naturedly accompanied us thus far. Our 
journey during the day, was extremely pleasant, 
and the country beautiful ; its plain surface was oc- 
casionally interspersed with wood, though not suf- 
ficiently thick, to offer any considerable obstacle to 
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out passag^e. As the evening drettir. near^ we fauod. 
ourselve^ oa the brink of a considerable river^ 
\i^hich we soon perceived was not fordable; After 
waiting nearly half an hour^ two Indians ap- 
proaclied in their canoe^ and fir^t; landing our 

^i^g^^ up(ni the opposite side> c^tp^d as across^ 
while ouraflapUiMous stee^ls j.uuiped ia. and fol- 
io wted, Oa reaching the bsMf^k^. I wfis m g<K>d 4eal 
surprised at seeiiig two welirlopking and tastefully, 
d^e^sf^ feoKiles, sitting at the ouMide of a neat 
Bs^jnnbpo cottage. They w^re extremely . polite 
and afikHe^ and wives^ as X understood, of a co- 
lone^ then serving under General Marino. 4^ we 
had no time for dalliance^ we hastenqd forward. 
Our patii lay through a most JbieaMtifui and lux* 
uriant plantation,, by, the side of theriver^ pro- 
ducing an exuberance of every species of vege- 
ble of South American growth ; the cocpa-nut 
trees frequently obstructed our way, and more 
than once bereft me of niy lancers cap^ and, at one 
tUne^ actually deprived me of ray seat in the 
saddle., As night began to set in, we both took 
a lodging in a luit, the hostess of which was 
swilling most comfortably in her hammock, but 
on seeing us she arose and gave us a kind recep- 
tion Taking off the saddles and bridles, the 
horses were turned into the woods; we ejntered 
the hut, and liaviog dressed some paft of the ^ass^o^ 
made a hearty supper ; after faring some rum 
with out landlady^ we spread our cloaks^ and 



placino; the knapsacks under oir heads^ enjoyed 
a most comfortable night's rest. 

A short descripcive sketch of the inhabitants of 
these plains^ through which we were now passing, 
may not now be unacceptable to the generality of 
my readers. The Llanos, or plains of the desert, 
separate, throughout the whole distance, Maturin 
from Jnguslura, stretching, in an opposite direc- 
tion! along the banks of the Orinoco and Jpure, 
BXidj in (he interior, terminate in wilds and forests 
hitherto unknown, and which from all we yet know, 
have no other lord of the soil than the brute creation 
who roam unmolested by the intrusion of the 
human race. 

Thede plains are inhabited by a race of men 

m 

called JJaneros, a mixed generatibn, the children 
of fathers, whether Criminals or Negroes, who had 
escaped frbm their masters, or iled from deserved 
punishment, aud avoiding detection in these 
pathless plains, had formed intermarriages with 
the wandering, hordes of Indians from the interior 
of the country. These descendants of former 
depredators are extremely strong and muscular in 
their appearance, and from earliest infancy trained 
up in the performance of the most athletic exer- 
cises. In the management of the horse they are 
peculiarly dexterous, vying with, in skill and ac- 
tivity, the crafty Arab, and ia, courage and 
savage ferocity, the most hardy among the Cos- 
sack tribe. During the greater part of the year, 
they reside in the plains, using the earth as their 
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hedj and the heavens for a canopy ; but, on 
the approach of the rainy season, when the 
Orinoco overflows its banks, they retire to the 
raountahis, where they shield themselves from the 
inclemency of the weatlier by the erection of tem- 
porary huts. 

The Lduneros, generally speaking, are low in 
stature, but stout built, and particularly broad 
across the shoulders; their countenances rather 
pleasing, though marked with savage determi- 
nation ; the small dark piercing eye, seems all on 
fire, when kindled by anger, or animated by re- 
venge ; on the contrary, it speaks to the heart of 
the observer, when beaming with gratitude for 
Aivours conferred, as I have had twice an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing. Their dress is that of the 
South -American Indians generally ; consisting of 
a blanket with an opening in the centre, for the 
head to pass through ; in addition to which, some 
of the principal chiefs wear loose trowsers of cotton 
or linen, or of such materials as by traffic or plun- 
der they may become possessed. When they 
congregate for the night, a circular fire is lighted, 
around which they lay themselves down, wrapped 
in their blankets, secure from the attacks of the 
several beasts of prey* 

In the pursuit of the tiger, which is their 
greatest enemy, they are particularly active. 
These animals, upon the Western Continent, are 
much inferior in strength and size to the Eastern 
Tiger, but by far surpass him in fiercenesa; 
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heated by (he quantities of auimal food which he 
devoui^s^ he cools liimself in the shade of his juii* 
gle, or refilines by the tnargia of a river, assuag^ingp 
in its waters the intensity of his thirst ; hither 
he is sought by the doo^ of the Llanero buntsmaa 
and followed : the arms employed by the more 
dexterous in the destruction of the tiger^ is a sharp 
pointed lance of hard wood, about seven feet in 
length, and a sword. As soon> as his dog has run 
upon a true scent, he fearfully approaches bis mus- 
ter, who cautiously advances, till within a few 
yards of the tiger, and then provokes htm to the 
combat. Thils alarmed, the ferocious animal 
sprir>gs at the lance, which he grasps with one of 
hispawsi and with the other aims a blow at tlie 
hunter, which he, with the swiftness of an arrow 
evades, and with a stroire of bis sword, back 
handed, severs t4ie hamstring erf one of his leo's. 
The animal enraged to madness, niakes a second 
attempt, which is, in tlie same manner parried, 
while a second, and similar cut of the swdrd 
leaves him at the mercy of the conqueror, who cats 
off his paws and bears them in triumph to his home. 
The dexterity with which tins warlike people use 
the lance and noos<5 is almost incredible ; these 
constitute their chief means of attack and defence 
and the latter they use with such certainty, that 
they can fix upon any animal at a distance of forty 
or fifty yards. The noose is fixed to a ring, in the 
saddle, or should there be none, to the tail of the 
horse, and, at full g^ilop, they fix it upon their 
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enemy, man or beast, who is dragged along, and 
speedily overpowered. When a wild bull is thus 
iioosed, the hunter follows him, and having cut 
short his race, by separating both liamstrings, he 
strikes the animal with his lance in the nape of 
the neck, which, penetrating the spinal marrow, 
immediately destroys life. The flesh is then cjt 
in long thin stripes, which, dried in the sun, forms 
what 1 have called tasso, the most coaimou fooj 
amon":the natives o( South America. 

The food of these people is the tasso and cas- 
sava bread, and their favorite beverage the 
chica and garapo, ; the former of whicli is very 
strong, and made of the Indian Rye, in a state of 
fermentation ; the latter is sugar and water al- 
lowed to ferment, a pleasant drink, but which, by 
keeping, becomes excessively intoxicating, and, is 
eagerly sought after by the inhabitants of the 
plains. 

The Llaneros are a bold courageous people, 
kind and hospitable to the strangers with whose 
nation or tribe they are on terms of amity, 
but revengeful and unforgiving towards such 
as have injured them. The Spaniards found in- 
finite difficulty in overcoming this hardy race, 
and were never, properly speaking, secure from 
their inroads; every measure which art and 
cruelty could invent, was tried in vain to 
extirpate them from their native and fa- 
vourite haunts ; several acts of atrocity openly 
committed upon them by the Spaniards, were 
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repaid with usury, by the tuiclnight scouts which 
ravaged the neighbouring villages ; and afterwards, 
upon the first open manifestation of the revolution- 
ary spirit, they enlisted in vast numbers, under tiie 
Patriot Chieftain, Bobes, whose sanguinary dis- 
position, suflered them, in the most ample maimer, 
to gratify their hereditary vengeance upon their 
ancient foes and oppressors. It is impossible for 
me to follow the deeds of the Llaneros, separated 
from the general cause in which the revolutionists 
vfere engaged ; and as it is not my object to detail 
the several acts of atrocity which have marked the 
progTCSS of the various campaigns, whether com- 
mitted upon the Royalists by the savage barbarity 
of the natives, or exercised against the Patriots by 
those refinements of cruelty for which the Spaniards 
have Jong been notorious, 1 shall, therefore, 
drop the subject, and continue my journey to 
jingustura, 

December 1st — At an early hour we rose and 
bathed in the river, and feeling exceedingly re- 
freslied and comfortable, we strolled for some time 
along its banks. On the opposite side, from where 
we stoo:l, was an immense wood, in which the men 
in whose house we stopped for the night were em* 
ployed in hewing timber, and constructing a kir^d 
of bridge across the river; it was an arduous task, 
and a considerable time must elapse ere it is com- 
pleted. Our horses were saddled, and every thing 
ready for resuming our march, still our guide 
loitered, and seemed unwilling to proceed ; 1 soon 
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discovered the attraction that detained him, in a 
number of lape cakes which were toasting before 
the fire, and we're eyed by him with particular 
desire ; we were thus detained for nearly an hour, 
when his wishes were gratified, and he mounted 
his mule with alacrity. Travelling leisurely on- 
wardsj we saw upwards of one hundred horses 
swiftly approaching, attended by a troop of dra- 
goons. The Captain instantly rode swiftly towards 
us, and demanded our passports, which we as 
readily produced. The horses were going to 
Maturin, for the use of the troops, and as the dne 
on which Mr. Jamieson rode was a sorry jade, I 
endeavoured to procure an exchange, but might, 
witb as good success, have made my application 
to the banyan which shaded us from the sun. 
Throughout the whole of this day, we perceived 
no' appearauce of inhabitants, and the country was 
wholly destitute of cultivation . In the evening we 
came to a miserable shed, supported by three 
upright posts ; beneath it sat an old woman, and a 
parcel of naked children were playing about : 
shortly, however, a pair of stout well-looking girls, 
came forward. Carrying baskets filled wHh a sort 
of nut they had gathered in^he forest ; these they 
pounded, and boiled, rocking a very palatable sort 
of food, which they readily shared with us. Here 
we rested for the night, and in the morning, having 
proceeded onwards about six miles, we found it 
impossible to pass a rapid river that impeded our 
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progress^ and returning, took up our abode^ for 
diie second nighty in the same quarters. 

3d— It rained heavily this morning, and we 
feared miUth that the river would be still more 
8welteti> and equally impassible^ as on yesterday ; 
at all etipnts we were determined to give it a triaU 
On our way we met a stout athletic Indian, whom 
otir guide persuaded to return, and aided by a glass 
or two of rum, he succeeded in carrying over the 
whole of our luggage ; though the current was so 
tupid that it was with considerable difficulty Jam** 
ieSon and I made the opposite bank : a glass of 
rum tended considerably to our refreshment, and 
we proceeded, amid torMnt^ of rain. The country 
through which we were now passing was low and 
moist, and, at piresetit, so eut up with the rains, 
that for mibs togetheir, ^ut hordes Were vrading in 
mud, sometimes up to the girths. After a very 
Ubpleasant ride, we alighted at rather k decent 
hut, and were amicably received by a woman and 
man inside, t'our eggs, ivithbut the sheM, were 
put down for uis, itl water highly seasoned, and 
which we found very palatable and nut^tious; 
these good natured pieople afterwards set before us 
bananas preserved in honey, which was excellent, 
and of which we made a hearty meal. Our host 
took a great fancy to my small carabine^ but on 
finding that I could not part with it, he requested 
a little powder, and on gating it he seemed per- 
fectly satisfied. 
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r Here our guide left his bay and the baggage*, and 
proceeded with us nearly three leagues^ aloi^g m 
path still more swampy than that we had oame 
along in the early part of the day ; and which 
occasionally was so very bad^ that n^t only the 
lives of the horses^ but our own^ were frequently 
endangers^. We at last arrived at a sfnalLvaitago^ 
(fxintainii^ about six of eight tolemble huts, one of 
>?hiqh^ in appearance, was infinitely signer to 
the others. To this we rckde vp, aod ^ere instantly 
surrounded by a party of large dark coloured 
natives^ each dressed with his blanket^ and pos« 
sessing a something military in his mieq, Tbes^ 
we soon discovered to be a party of the cavalry of 
General Bbbmudbz^ and tl^e hut^ ^t whieh we 
stopped^ the residence of their Oaptain, who 
now ci^me toward^ us. In externals he difl^red 
but little froni the soldiers composing his tn>0p> 
except it were, that the tes^ture of his blanket was 
sjaperid** and his oo^ntenance was marked with a 
peeper shade of determination and fisr^city. After 
holding a long eonversation with our ^ide^ during 
which w^ remained on horseback^ he camp forward 
and demanded our passports^ whidi he sorptinized 
most minutely ; we were then ardered to dismounti 
nnd were assisted by some of the troop, who vied 
with each other in paying us attention : one in 
particular, .whom I after wards discovered to be the 
Captain's brother, was particularly kind. . 

As our journey throughout the day had been 
excessively unpl^sant^ and our clolhes completely 
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drenched ^ith the rains, we stripped off our drip^ 
ping garments^ and dressed ourselves in the only 
change of clothing we possessed — our full dress 
regimentals. Thesje were looked upon by the 
native troop with the utmost astonishment^ and 
nothing could persuade them^ but that we held a. 
rank in the army superior to what we professed ; 
indeed, such was their admiration of the beauty of 
our dresses, that frequent attempts were made, 
during the night, to gain possession of them, but 
in which they were thwarted, as^ so little did we 
value them, that they were, used to supply the 
place of pillows^ and thereby escaped the change 
of owners which was intended : they succeeded, 
however, in gaining possession of our calabsush of 
rum, which^ before morning, was drained to its last 
dreg. The Captain, with genuine hospitality^ 
invited us to supper ; his table was provided with 
excellent boiled bee f^ plantains, and rape cake, of 
which we made a plentiful repast ; bis brother led 
us into the plantation, where there was tobacco, 
cocoa, &c* and shewed us the horses belonging to 
the troop ; they were smaller than the generality 
of European horses^ but strongly put together, and 
capable of enduring an immensity of fatigue. 
This man also took a particular fancy to my cara- 
bine, and used every possible art to gain possession 
of it^ but as it was so useful' to me, I would not 
part with it. . 

General Bermudez^ with a part of whose forces 
we were now in company, is a man of desperate 
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character^ the greater number of whose, friends 
and relatives bad fallen victims to the cruelly> exer« 
cised power of the Royalists ; he has« thereforej 
sworn never to give quarters to a Spaniard^ who 
may fall into his hands^ without regarding any 
order of the Congress to the contrary ; and^ as yet^ 
he has kept his word* He is one of the pld^stj^ and 
one of the most talented Generals in the service 
of the Republic ; highly esteemed by the Supreme 
Chiefs and beloved by his soldiers. He is border- 
ing on forty years of age^ tall^ and muscularj and 
extremely well proDortioned. His colour i^ an 
olive brown/ a broad good-natured face, with a 
great deal of af&bility when he smiles ; but the 
rolling of his dark eyes^ bis bl^ick hair^ and long 
jet black mustachios» when a cloud obscures his 
visage^ strongly mark the relentlessness of his 
disposition^ wheo acting under the impulse of re- 
venge. In this respect^ there is a considerable 
degree of similarity among the several native 
chieftains. 

4th — A new guide and fresh houses were this 
morning provided for us ; besides a good supply of 
fat ta^o, and cassava bread by the Captain^ who 
is also a commandant. Accompanied by the Cap* 
tain's brother we set out, and after a few miles 
journeying came into a thicket or jungle^ following 
the steps of our gujde. A few minutes afterwards 
he suddenly stopped, and, in accents of terror, 
made known to. us the approach of a tiger^ We 
drew our pistols, and slowly and cautiously pro- 
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eeeded, when the ferocious anitnal bounds across 
our path^ at the drstance of a few yards ; we would 
hare fired, but were restrained by the gtiide^ who 
made signs to iis^ that the sliglitest wound would 
enrage the animal^ who, retumhig, wotild wreck 
his vengeance upon alL How the guide was 
aware of the approach of the animal I could not 
discover ; but was made to understand that he had 
already feasted himself upon the carcases of some 
animals whom he had seised, and was retirin«f 
satisfied to his den. It waa^ about this very spot, 
that, a few weeks before, a . German ofBcer and 
four men belonging to MARmo^irt guard of honotir 
were attacked, all of wboai were destroyed^ witb 
the exception of the officer, wlio saved If imsdf by 
ctimbing a tree. A few minutes after our alarm,^ 
^e foupd ourselves upon the bankja of the Tigrw, 
a noble river, which^ I was told, enpties itself into 
the Orinoco. 

A difficulty now aeose, in what manner ^i^ were 
to cross the river ; the sole means seemed 4o be by 
B canoe, and the only one we eould dboover was 
made iast to the bough of a tree on the opposite 
side, from which tJiere was no person to bring it. 
T)nr friend endeavoured to prevail upon the guide, 
a young lad, not morethan fifteen years -of age, 
who belonged to General BsaM^ntfl^'s cavaliy, 
and bore on his body the marks of numerous lance 
M onnds, to cross the river upon his mule, and fetch 
it, but all his threats and entreaties were, for a long 
timc> of none effect : nor couW this be a matter 
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of stirprize lo us, as the current ran fully six miles 
an bour. After considerable altercation and de- 
lay, he led the niide to the brink of the river and 
pliittged btm in, followed by my horse. A lon^ 
time elapsed era they reached the opposite hank> 
and their situation, at times, was perilous in the 
extreme ; they arrived in iiafety^ however, and the 
youth' soon joined ns in the canoe t into which we 
entered, and were safely conveyed across. Two 
hours* riding brought us to a sntekll bamboo cot- 
tage» where vie breakiasted on broiied tasso and 
cassava bvead. Our companion endeavoured to 
force the woman of the hut to provide a horse for 
the g^rde^ but iA^ was inexorable, alledgkig, as 
an excuse; that her husband was frotn home^ 
Here h^ parted us, having again renewed his exer- 
tions to obtain the earabtne ; and secondly, when 
)ie fotad iti this lie was tinsuccessful, he begged 
for a glass of rum ; I handed him the canteen, a 
great part of the contents of which, he, without 
the least ceremony, tmiisferred to his calabash, 
ftnd battle US good bye; Our guide was now on 
Foot, but nimbly ted the way, through a beautiful 
coftnt*-y intersected mih innumerable rivulets, of 
various siaes, most of which were reuviered passa- 
ble, by means of rude bridges-, formed of the trunks 
of trees resting opoa spikes driven into their seve- 
tid beds> and ag^m crossed with branches in a 
)i<^zontai direction ; we found some difficulty in 
passing many of these as the water generally 
covered the surface. In the evening we rested at 
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the best hut 1 had yet seen, occupied by a Lieut, 
in the army of Marino; we were treated most 
kindly, and had our choice of every thing his 
plantation aflbrded, which was highly cultivated. 

5th — On rising we found that the rats had' de- 
voured the most of our cassava breads but which 
Vfas replenished by the bounty of our host. We 
this day entered upc^n the first barren tract of coun- 
try we had yet seen ; and for nearly three leagues 
passed over a fruitless, parched, sandy heathy whose^ 
only covering was a dry sickly-looking grass, and 
a few indigenous weeds. We suffered excessively 
for want of water, and about midnight, seeing no' 
shelter whatever, rolled ourselves in our cloaks, 
and sought repose upon the ground. 

6th — A part of our route, this day, was through 
a fine champaigiie country, still there was no ap- 
pearance of shelter ; at- night we came to a wood 
where we purposed stopping ; and as our guide 
was striking a light to keep the animal race at bay, 
our ears were stunned with a mixture of odd 
sounds, which we soon found proceeded from an 
innumerable host of baboons and monkeys, with 
wliich the branches of the trees were thickly 
clothed. Jamieson bi;ought one down with the 
carabine, which drove them from about us for the 
moment, but we were, during th? night, exces- 
sively tormented with their screams^ and the un- 
ceasing attempts >which they made to steal such of 
our articles as ihey could lay hold of. 
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7th— We this day lost nearly twro hours in pur- 
suin<^ a doe^ which we^ in vain, endeavoured to kill. 
We saw immense flocks of deer^ and though our 
guide threw off his blanket^ and on his hands and 
feet attempted to get near them, so wary were they, 
that all his, and our exertions were rendered fruit- 
less* The country through which we were passing 
was extremely beautiful, consisting of plantations 
tastefully laid out, rivalling in appearance and 
beauty the domains of oar richest European 
gentry. 'We saw several flocks of partridges, 
very tame, but much smaller in size than those of 
QreaUBritain. As we stopped for the night, ,we 
were informed by our conductor, that we were 
within six leagues of the village of Cucushana, 
the residence of a commandant. 

gtb — We started this morning, about six o'clock, 
and beheld, in the distance, the immense woods 
which skirt the banks of the Orinoco ; about ele- 
ven we were approaching the village of Cwcii- 
shana, which lies in a valley, our entmnce to which 
was obsttucted by a high hilL Dismounting from 
our steeds, we> with considerable diificalty, ash 
cended. At the top of the hill, is an immensity 
of bnge stones, so disposed^ that two men, could 
tumble them with complete success upon any force 
attempting to come forward. As this is the only 
entrance to the , valley in which the village is si* 
tuated, treachery alone can ever place it in the 
hands of an enemy. As we entered the valley, 

we saw a number of cottages, surrounded with the 
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most fruitful plantations. A clear pellucid stream 
flows through the centre^ across which there is a 
rustic bridge^ somewhat superior in workmanship 
to those wo had before passed. Upon making en- 
quiry^ we were directed to the house of the com- 
mandant, to whom we delivered our passports* and 
also a letter of introduction, which had been given 
us, by the benevolent Colonel Lopez. The com* 
mandant received us with great kindness, and 
pointed out a pair of very fine hammocks, in which . 
when we wished, we could swing with tlie greatest 
comfort. As we had eaten nothing for the entire 
day, we made our wants known, when there was 
placed before us, after an interval of about an hour, 
a single rape cake, and a small piece of salt fish, 
not exceeding an ounce in weight ; as this was . 
little more than a mouthful to each, we anxiously 
vraited the arrival of dinner, which was served op 
in less than three hours, but was as scanty, and 
destitute of variety as our snack, and went but little 
way in satisfying the appetites of travellers who . 
had eaten nothing for the entire of the day. 
CuRAssr, the intendant, our present host, was a little 
old man; whom the cares of life had so weighed 
on, that his head and neck became depressed, 
leaving the whole burthen to be supported by the . 
shoulders ; a sharp^ thin nose, separated a pair of . 
largCj vacant, gwy eyes, which were surmounted 
with bushy eyebrows, the colour of which was 
scarcely discemable, through the mass of filth with 
which they were covered, and the change wrotght 
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in their appearance by (he hand of time ; altogether 
lie had a countenance^ that on ce seen^ can never 
be efl[kced from the memory^ ond^ that, bespoke 
more the gratification ofself^ than the promotion of 
the happiness of others ; his heart flowed not with 
the milk of human kindness^ though ostentatioa 
sometimes broke through his usual habitSi to the 
extent we had' already seen. 

Hunger, yfhich we felt acutely, was only 
whetted by the tantalizing morsel of which we had 
partaken ; we started through the valley, in hopes 
of meeting with a more hospitablei entertainer* 
. The sun, was gradually disappearing behind the 
lofly hills. With which the valley was surrounded, 
on every sidq ; the rivulet slowly pursued its 
course^ its '^ silent murmur/' ocoasipnally inter- 
rupted by the plunging of an Indian into the 
stream, while the trees which shaded its wat^r 
seemed groaning under the weight of their fruit 
as they were slowly undulated by the evening 
breeze ; altogether presenting a Iandi§cape of the 
gr^test interest, and which, notwithstanding the 
calls of liuqger, we continued to gaze upon, for a 
considerable time. Slowly retracing our steps, wc 
stopped to admire the artless gambols of a parcel 
of children, who' were playing round the door of 
a neat hut; and were rewarded by its owner, with 
what was to us a noble feast, of Banyans and 
honey, with a portionof tobacco, which the mother 
of the children, with the greatest dexterity, twisted 
i»ta segar&i. The shades of Jiight reluctantly 
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drove us to our quarters^ -where we paaied a night 
as disagreeable as our dinner had been scanty, 
being constantly annoyed with the bleating of 
calves which oocopied the same apartment with 
us^ and our bodies lay a luxurioas prey to the tor** 
menting stingn of the Musquitoes. 

Qth-^We parted, without regret, in torrentiS.ot 
rain, from the inhospitable roof of the commandant 
of Cucuihana, having seen an instance of the most 
miserable selfishness, for the first time^ since we 
had traversed the wilds of South America. We 
hiaa ridden a few miles, when we entered the maze 
of a large forest, and oar ears were gratified with 
the distant murmurtngs of the long-looked for 
waters of the Orinoco, on the banks of which we 
sooii arrired. The place of our embarkation was 
at hand^ and we were within a single days suiting 
of Angustura, the seat of all our hopes^ and the 
termination of all our privations «nd fatigue. We 
were all anxiety to proceed, as we received no 
stock of provisions from the miserly comtn^indant^ 
we did notj therefore, expect to partake of any 
nourishment^ until the termination of our single 
days voyage. 

The Opinoco^ at the place where we were trow 
waiting for the arrival of our canoe, was about one 
half league in breadth, and with an extremely rapid 
current. The scenery around was majestically 
grandj and magnificent ; the embosomed waters 
surrounded, as they seemed, by the land, appeared 
asalakcj in the surface of which a single flecbera 
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wa3 alone visible ; the margins closely woocledl^ 
and gmdttally ascending, urilil the tops of the 
highest hills were lost in the clouds ; the diversity 
of hill and dale, with the variety of tinge produced 
at every point by the sun, rs he shot a stolen ray 
from the watery cloud in which he was obscured, 
all, all present^ a scene on which the eye gazed 
with rapture^ and^ from the admiration of whkht 
we were only called away by the approach of a 
canoe^ with a solitary Indian on board ; the others 
we were told would join us a little higher up the 
jiver. As we were going to embarl(, 1 suggested 
to JiMUESOH, iha propriety of firing off the con-* 
tents of our cairabine, as it must have suffered 
from the eflSscts of the late rains. In doing so, it 
burst, but providential ly^ without doing injury to 
either of us. 

We proceeded slowly fiMrward until we arrived 
at a qpot whwe some Indian corn was planted ; 
here, pulling ashore, our boatman suddenly dis* 
appeared in the woods, and, as we sat, anxbasly 
waiting bis return, we had ample leisure to feast 
upon the grandeur of. the surroundii^ prospect. 
In two hours, he returned alone, making signs for 
us to foUow him, whidi we did, through several 
intricate passages. Hill oor arrival at a very fine 
plantation. VVe entered a neat hut, where a 
plc^asing female was sitting, surrounded by a fine 
family of children ; this plantation was stronglj 
Quu^ked with the ravages of war, the Spaniards 
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btfving more than once> made a landing near this 
place^ burning the cottageSj and destroying the 
plantation, leaving the place in a state of deso- 
lation, ^hich the industry of the present inhabi- 
tants had but partially repaired. The female 
on perceiving us, set about preparing s6me eggs 
and vegetablesj on which we f(^sted luxuriously. 
The men who were to row us up the Orinoco, bad 
not, as yet, made their appearance ; we soon 
found, therefore, that instead of pit)eeeding to 
oor final destination, we were necessitated to take 
our quarters fpr the night, in the place where we 
were. A grievous disappointment tr^iIy, but to 
which we were somewhat reconciled by the atten* 
ttons pf the hostess^ and ;^n excellent supper of 
fish -^ 

lOth. — Our three boatmen roused usby day^ 
break, and oor kind, hostess, not only provided uh 
ivith rape cakes for our voyage, but gave us$ an un« 
usually fine breakfast of boiled fowl and chocolate, 
after which, we entered the canoe, and got under 
weigh. The various meanderings of the river 
opened to our view new beauties, each, vying 
with the other in extent and variety ; the banks 
on each side, became more elevated, and, were 
deeply furrowed or indented by the washing of 
the waters in tkeir rise and. fall. It is not the 
ieast singular feature in the history of this mag- 
nificent river, that it rises and falls annually to a 
height of wmc/y ^et, perpendicular! occupying a 
space of six months, from its commencem^ent, ere 
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it rises to its greatest elevation, and taking up an 
equal time in the disgorgement of its super- 
abundant >aters. The current ran with a ra- 
pidity, which, in the centre, we should have found 
it impossible to stem ; we therefore kept close to 
the side, and, taking advantage of I he eddy, pro- 
ceededj with tolerable swiftness; our position 
was by no means the most comfortable, as we 
were squeezed together, and the slightest motion 
would have been attended with the risk of an upset. 
As the evening advanced^ the appearancq of the 
country, on each side, became changed ; the 
immense forests, the extent of which were beyond 
*the limits of vision were exchanged for highly 
cultivated plantations, the varied beauties of which 
were a source of pleasure and . amusement, until 
as the view was lost in the distant woods, our 
straining eyes were gratified with the distant view 
of Angustura. 

We now urged our conductors to ply their 
paddles, and land us on the yvished for shore, before 
it was completely daric, bill their strength was ex- 
hausted, by the previous labours of the day, and 
our persuasions could not induce them to attempt 
crossing the river, the current of which was still 
very strong ; so that Jamieson and I bad the mor«- 
tification of finding ourselves within view of our 
long, and arduously sought for destination, yet 
obliged to pass another night in a wretched hut on 
Che opposite bank of the Orinoco/ 

Angustura, as it met our sight, seemed a yery 
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fine city ; it is seated on the declivity of a hill^ vrhich' 
gradually rises from the side of the river, aseend- 
in^^ as it retreats^ for about half a mile. The mi*- 
serable stretches with whom we were oblrged io 
take up our abode for the night, received us 
with hospitality, and placed before us some ex« 
celleiit coffee, and a dish of eggs. As the night 
advanced, we removed our luggage from the canoe, 
and wrapping ourselves up in our boat cloaks, once 
more stretched ourselves upon the earth to dreani 
of the events of the coming day. 

1 1 th — Sunrise again saw uts upon the waters of 
(he Orinoco, and afteir some severe labour, w^ 
landed upon the bank, on which is situated the 
city of AngU9tura. As we ascended^ we were met 
by an officer in the English uniform — it was GoL 
Stopfokd, of the British legion, to whom we had a 
letter of introduction. We were first introduced by 
him to the Minister of War, to whom we delivered 
our despatches, and i^ere desir^ to attend upon 
him every succeeding morning. Our next intrp- 
duction was to General MoivrtiLO, to whom 
we likewise had letters ; MoirriLLo was governor 
of jinguitura : We were then conducted by the 
friendly Colonel, to his own lodgings in the house 
of Mr. Hamiwon, where we breakfasted on 
eggs, coflee, tea, and rape cake, there being no 
ffour, at that time in the city. After breakfast, 
we waited on the political governor, from whom we 
demanded quarters, and the regular rations ; by 
bim we were severally introduced to a Captain 
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Thoms, who belonged to the ^uard of honouf of 
General Paez ; he kindly offered to share his 
quarters with us^ and forthwith conducted us 
thithen The house was situated in the centre of 
the town, and was only one story high : It was 
separated into two apartments^ the larger of which 
occupied the front, facing the street ; the other 
was in therereof the house, and both were floored 
with tile. In one corner of the front room was 
a hammock, and, in another, a table, the frame of 
which was unplaned, and the leaf covered with a 
bide drawn tight, and nailed down on ^very side. 
Upon the table stood some limes, and a couple of 
calabashes ; and these constituted the entire fur- 

* niture of the quarters for three officers, f took a 

swing in thp hammock^ and was entering into 
conversation with Captain Thoms, when we were 
interrupted by the entrance of an officer, in a richly 

I embroidered dress jacket, with a large white hat, 

mounted vyith the patriot cockade : he was a little 
lame, but with rather a handsome face«t As he 
approached Jamiesoii and myself, he took a hand 
of each, and shaking them warmly, welcoraed us 
to Angustura. He spoke of the extreme pleasure 
it gave him in seeing one of his own countrymen ; 
told us his name was Martin ; that he had beer 
an officer in the Republican service upwards of 
eleven years ; and had h^exx lately wounded at 
Cumana : that, notwithstanding he had been 
married a considerable time, he had only on the 
preceding night, discovered his father-in-ldw» in 

O 
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Signor Cardoza^ one of the first members of the 
Congress, from whom he now came with an layi- 
tation to us for dinaer ; which we ail gladly ac- 
oepted« 

This Martin was a singular compound of ex- 
centric humour, and low chicanery ; of insinuating 
address and demeanour; profuse and extrava^ 
gant; passionate and ardent in the cause of a 
friend, to serve whom he would conimit .the niiost 
imprudent actions, with c^s much eagerness as if 
the future prosperity of hjs life depended upon the 
success of his exertions : and what was of infinite 
consequence in the promotion of bis fortunes, and 
the success of his scheipes, v^as his thorough ac- 
quaintance with the Spanish language. He had 
met and married the natural daughter of Car- 
pozA at Trinidad, and about seven years prior 
to this period, was brought a prisoner to Angus- 
tura, by the Spaniards, in whose possession it then 
was. Cardoza saw hiiji, and by a singular coin- 
cidence of intuitive knowledge, felt an uncommon 
interest in his fate ; and without being aware of 

any degree of consanguinity, stood forward as his 
protector, and rescued him from impending 
danger. We were received by the old gentleman 
with the greatest friendship ; he expressed extreme 
kindness for us on account of his son-in-law ; en- 
quired the cause of our coming to Angustura, 
wliich, having heard, he promised to have our 
dispatches translated the following day, and to 
forward our wishes by every possible means in his 
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power. The dinner was sumptuous^ and the wineA 
excellent ; owing to a difiptltfe which arose between 
Captain IViom s and Lieutienant Martin^ rdative 
to the interpretation of some of our expn^sions, 
the harmony of the evening was interrupted^ and 
we sep&rdted at a (iiUch earlier hour than wt 
otherwise wouhl have done We afterw^irds ad-» 
jburned to the 1aVerii> which is very spacious, and 
soperbiy fitted up ; here we had a cup of exceU 
tent chbcolate^ and a small swedt cake^ for which 
we paid a picettti, atMlut six p^nce English. Id 
one part of this tavern is the gamhig table^ around 
t*rhieh there ^ere upwards of fifty of the native 
offic^rs> who madfe a ^vast displ&y of doubloons and 
dollars^ and betted ein^tremely high. Seated at the 
tabb, I saw Geiielrats SoufiLtnlr and VAiiOES^ the 
latter of whom wa^ one of the greatest gamblers in 
the city. After visiriiig the billiard table^ which 
is difFerent fbom thds6 in iiisland, only in the 
iitatiner of marking the game^ w^ retired to our 
quarters. 

12th — About nihe o'clock this morning, oar 
rations w^re brought to us^ consisting of about foiir 
pounds of beef for each. Upon asking Thom^ 
iu what manner it Was to be dressed^ or What we 
werfe to eat with it, we were informed, that unless 
he could prevail on some good-natured fellow to 
lassist him, he was obliged himself to, look in the 
neighbouring forest for fuel to dress his meat, and 
as for bread or vegetables, they must be dotie 
without, unlfess wecouldcontrive toeei&ensomeof (he 
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native mercbanis. I had. long looked forwaid, 
during my fatigaing journey^ to a termination of 
my hardsliips and privations, at AngtMtura ; but 
judge my disappointment on finding that a portion 
of raw flesh meat, and an unfurnished shelter 
were the only provisions made by the govern- 
ment for the support and comfort of the officers. 
Much vexed and fretted, I waited on the minister 
of War, and begged him to consider that my 
companion and I were Britons, and unused to 
such treatment ; and that we had risked our for- 
tunes and our lives in support of chat cause for 
which he was so anxious, and of that Government 
of which he was a member ; that after undergoing 
privations afbd fatigue, at the imminent hazard of 
our lives^ dangers from which many of our former 
and cowardly companions had retreated in affright, 
we were now, on our arrival at the seat of Govern- 
ment, to be served with rations which we could not 
use, and submit to degradations beneath the cha- 
racters we should support as oflScers in the service 
of the South American Republic ; and appealed 
to the justice of the Congress for the necessary 
.orders to be issued for our proper aecommodation. 
After considerable shuffling, I obtained from him a 
letter to the political governor, (an officer who has 
the regulation of the affairs of the army as to quar- 
ters, rations, &c ) desiring him to provide us with 
; a servant, and with bread, rum, tobacco, &c. as 
the circumstances of the day would afibrd. The 
former of these orders was complied with, but it 
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imfortunatcly for m, happened that the circum- 
8tanc(fs of the day were never such as to afford us 
any supply of the latter articles ; as during our 
residence in Anguslura, we never received any 
other supplies^ though a short time before our ar- 
rival, the rations served out to the army, were not 
only abundant in quantity, but excellent in the 
quality and variety of materiel. 

From this day forward, for a considerable time 
our lives presented a new^ and^ altogether a novel 
scene* Cash was a stranger to each of our pockets, 
and to live on beef alone, we found nearly impos^ 
^ble : It therefore was % matter of necessity for 
us to exist as much as w« could upon the native 
inhabitants ; and, in doing so, we found Lieutenant 
Maatik^ powerful auxiliary. This gentleman, 
in reality, felt more for our situation than for his 
own ; he had been long naturalized to the climate 
and could better put up with the privations to 
which the present, chequered life of warfare was so 
subject ; his knowledge of the language also gave 
him a most decided superiority over us ; and 
rendered the credulous natives more open to the 
wiles which he found it necessary to practice on 
them* No sooner did morning arrive than he 
hopped from his shelter, to which he seldom re- 
turned empty handed. JiMiEsov and I, he repi«- 
sented, as men of high rank and fortune in our 
native country, and, who were only waiting for 
supplies from home, to appear in the istylc to which 
yfe had been accustom^ ; the splendour of our 
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nnifornij made this assertion appear more than 
problematic. A number of Muscovy cocks and 
bens, belong^n^^ to the natives^ as they wandered 
through the streets in search of food, sometimes 
chanced to wander into our quarters^ where^ 
indeed^ they were welcomed and owing to the 
partiality of our provident friend^ for a well- 
dressed fowl, soon graced our table. 

The following anecdote will more plainly 
bespeak the effrontery of our new acquaintance, 
than any thing I could say of him. One morning 
Captain Tuoms and I were sitting upon our table 
waiting the result of a foraging expeditioti, on 
which Messrs. Martin and Jamieson had set out ; 
when two ladies, the wife and daughter of ati 
English officer, Dodson, who had come to Angus* 
tura with Colonel Hippesley, walked into our 
apartment : they enquired if Lieutenant Martin 
lodged with us, and being answered in the af- 
firmative, sat down to wait his return. Theelcer 
lady said she had been used very badly by him, 
relating the following circumstances. Upon th6 
arrival of Mr. Jamieson and 1, Mr. Martin was 
anxious to wait upon us, but would not think of 
making a first appearance in the ragged garb 
which was bis only slore. He had heard (hat 
Mrs. DoDSON had a very handsome embroidered 
coat, of which she wished to dispose ; and, as he 
considered this would exactly answer him, he was 
determined to make it his own, although not 
master of a single dollar. Summoning up his'whcJle 
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stock of eonfidence^ and having a considerable 
sbaie of eloquence, he waited upon the lady ; ex- 
pressed the satisfaction h^ should have, at all times^ 
in serving her ; had heard that she had a regi- 
mental coat, with which she meant to part ; and 
lastly mentioned, that a rich Creole officer, who 
had jnst arrived^ would, if it pleased him, give her 
twenty-five dollars for it. The* poor woioan, 
gulled by his plausibility, readily gave him the 
coat, with many expressions of gratitude. Ha 
hied him to the nearest hut, and mounting it, 
waited on us. 

The ladies waited nearly on hour, before their 
customer made his appearance, which he did 
with a bottle of wine in each hand, the fruit of 
his morning exertions, I earnestly watched his 
countenance, as he entered, to witness whether it 
would experience any change, when he would 
perceive who were his visitors, but to ray surprise 
i^w it unaltered, the placid smile remained un- 
ruffled, as he hastened towards them ; grasping 
the hand of each, after the usual compliments of 
the morning, he begged they would be seated, 
and it was but the work of a moment to uncoric 
one of the bottles, and hand the ladies a glass 
of wine. He made a thousand apologies for not 
calfing' on them sooner, but declared that in half 
an hour he should have that pleasure, and settle 
their trifling demand honorably. The ladies, 
however, were not to be, a second time, the dupes 
of his artifices^ and being warmly seconded by 
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Captain Phbxav, aii Irish officer who now entered^ 
they insisted on his immediately throwing off his 
surreptitious garbj» and restoring it to them. This 
be strenuously opposed^ assuring them he would 
not think of treating them in so ungracious a 
inannerj after the length of time he had worn it, 
requested them to trust to his honour, but if was 
all useless^ the ladies became outrageous, and 
KlABtiN reluctantly was obliged to give up the con- 
test after a hard struggle of half an hour 

He was novr obliged to have recourse to my 
wardrobe, and I gave him a tolerable jacket in 
which 1 had travelled, and which served to re- 
concile to him his late deprivation. 

My friend and fellow-traveller Captain Jamib- 
son, had never recovered the effects of the indis- 
position caught in the passage up the Arae, and 
was now suddenly attacked with the most severe 
symptoms of fever ; whilst 1 much about the same 
time was seized with fever and ague. We werie 
both carried to the hospital, within a half a mite 
of the town ; a large roomy inconvenient build- 
ing, which had formerly been a convent, but vrhich 
was converted to a different purpose since the 
commencement of the war. The room in whidi 
we were placed was sufficiently capacious' to have 
accommodated fifty or sixty diseased persons, 
tliough at this period, its only inmates were six of 
the native officers. Small pallets were made for us 
on the floor, and we felt particularly uncomfortabte 
that there was no person around us, who under- 
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stood our native languag^e^ Hot even the medical 
men who attended. Jamieson continued to get 
worse throughout the night; his cries for water 
were incessant^ and heart-rending, and I wa3s 
unable to afTord him any relief. About iriidnight 
he was seized with the black vomit, and. as the 
morniug dawned^ his pallid countenance bore un* 
equivocal marks of the hand of death. I had lain 
by him during the entire of the nighty and as I 
gazed upon his ghastly features^ by the morning's 
lights I grasping his cold handj spoke to him: 
I told him he was dyings and asked if he had any 
thing to communicate^ or any wishes whictu if I 
survived, I would convey to his relations ; a con- 
vulsive shudder agitated his emaciated frame, he 
caught me by the hs^nd^ and, gazed steadily and 
anxiously upon my face, but his powers of utter- 
ance were fled from him for ever. 

About eight o'clock the Spanish doctor entered, 
and looking upon itiy expiring friend, he spoke t6 
his attendants, who, seizing hold of the pallet on 
which he lay, parried him from the apartment. 
I soon followed, and found him in a small celt, 
below the surface of the ground to which they had 
conveyed him, to prevent the spread of infection. 
A small grating admitted a. full ray of light, by 
which I was enabled to mark the final struggles 
,pf exhausted nature j the coldaiid gloomy aspect 
of the subterc^nean chamber, added to the melan- 
choly picture i while the awful silence was alone 
interrupted by the restless shrugj, or reiteratecl 
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moan of the sufferer. A few minutes after I en- 
tered—be expired ; — the final struggle was ter- 
minated, and my tompaniob through distress^ 
sorrow^ arid privation, was no more— I gazed upon 
the Ufeiess corpse, and as ihy eyes met his pale 
and constricted features^ still agitated by the in- 
.tensity of his sufferings, I thought of the moments 
of pleasure aiid revelry, when Ground the festive* 
boar^, in btif native isle, we had Anticipated 
honours and reward oh this South American plains ; 
J remembered our first meeting, in a Dublid tavern, 
and recalled, as he sung a native Irish strain, in 
the original language, those hapipy smiling features, 
now so changed ; I shuddered, as I looked .upon 
him for the last time, and sighed when I reflected 
that a few hours might also place me on the silent 
bed of death. 

Though faihi and sick at heart, 1 made a final 
struggle to wait upon the political governor, 
and told him the fate of my companion. I 
begged, that as he was the first officer of the Irish 
legion who had died on the Maine, all possible 
respect should be piaid to his interment ; with con- 
siderable difficulty, I prevailed upon him to issue 
his orders ; which, having obtained, I procured the 
band, and a large party of the military, with whom 
1 returned to the hospital. The body was placed 
upon a door, and hastily conveyed to the silent 
tomb ; three rounds of musquetry terminated the 
mournful ceremony ; and the remains of Captain 
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Jam lESOM were left to miDgle with their kindred 
earth. 

The military had rjotired, and the gr^ve was de- 
serted by all hut tnysel/; '^ a tear d^mm'd my eye*' 
as I reflectied Ith^t tjbe silent g^raye had closed upon 
the oaly vi^lqed frjj^nd« 1 jbad ifi tjbajt co^untry^— the 
piaitner in qiy tpib^ ^d aharer in my ai^ventures. 
Angustura, io whic|i Jiie had ;iocj^ed as the ten;nK 
nalioii of his djffiQulties^ ha^ yi4<]M ^^^ ^ S!^Y!^^ 
putiing^^a final stop to aU his c^r^s. A^ I ^nd ulged . 
in the excess of my giief» J fi^.^be ngfff^ ^^pyf^Y. 
creeping over me^ and ha^tUy ^et;urned fjq n(ty sol^*, 
tary pallet. As 1 lay LaAiourin^^nqd^r one 9f the^ 
severe fits* £!apta'm Pblwj^s ^o }}%i\ h^ard a 
report o£ the late m^ancjioly 9v;^nt^ hastened to 
the hospitali .to hear its coA^irrh^t^ginj ^nd witness 
my sufferings. He caqgjbt me }fy the hand^ and 
regretted the fate of qiy late friends whose end 
wa3 hasAene^ hy a itotal want of care and atten- 
tion. - As soon- said hp, '' bb you shake off 
this iit^ yo(u s^aU leftVQ t|iis det^ted spot^ and 
return wilb me to my fis^u ^ouse, where Mrs. P. 
and I wUl watch over yp.u, unt,il your health is 
completely restored/' These were in^^ed joyfal 
tidings to me> and I cQ|:|ld not hut fee^ tjt^at Pro- 
vidence had raised m^ up ft jfri^nd in the time qf 
my distresfs. n 

Cpptaia PHKi«fi$r had .served ^.n the Artillery in 
St Helena, for nearly eleven years ; he was 
horn near T/iQmasfown in Ireland^ and joined 
the service of the Independents, about three 
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years before the period of ^hidh 1 speak. .UfK)ii 
his arrival m Angusturat be was billetfed iti the 
house where there resided a young, rich, and 
amiable Spaiiish lady; who spoke the English 
language fluently ; a mutual attachment was the: 
consequence, which terminated in their marriage ; 
and to this happy couple am I indebted for the 
preservation of my life. My condition was wholly ^ 
changedj — want and misery gave place to comfort 
and abundance. A chamber^ with a tnost comfort- 
able hammock, was allotted me ; and every sort 
of delicacy the city afforded was provided t& 
forward my recovery* The captain and his lady 
seemed to vie with each other, which woitld be 
most attentive, and during the tiiiie I was in his 
house, he visited me like a child, three or four 
times throughout the night. 

As I was one morning, soon after day break, 
lying in my hammock, enjoying a ciip of coffee, in 
company with my generous host, our ears were 
suddenly assailed with a heavy discharge of ar- 
tillery, the animated strains of the ri^gimental 
bands, ringing of bells, &c. Phelan started and 
ran out to enquire the cause, and, in a few minutes 
returned, joy sparkling in his countenance. He in«- ^ 
formed me that Bouvar, the supreme chief, was 
within a few miles of Angustura, and in less than 
an hour would land. I hastily dressed myself, and 
leaning Upon the arm of ray friend, proceeded to 
the beach, where I witnessed the triumphal entry 
of that great man, after the taking of Santa Fe, 
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/rom whfch place he had just now landed, after a 
passage of twenty-eight days, down the rivera 
Jpure and Orinoco ; this ' voyage in any other 
season of the year, and in the common fletcheras, 
is one of some months ; but the chieftain voyaged 
iii his own canoe, impelled by the paddles of 
twenty-four athletic natives, with a velocity almost 

incredible. 

About six hours after his arrival, the supreme 
chief held a levee at the residence of General San- 
TAKDAR, to which Phelaw and I repaired, in full 
uniform. He seemed well acquainted with my 
frtend, and upon my introduction, stretched forth 
his hand, in all the sincerity of friendship ; he 
spoke of the pleasure it gave him to see an officer 
of the Irish Legion, whose efforts in coming 
forward in the cause of independence, he duly 
appreciated, and on whose exertions and courage 
he relied with the most confident hope. He ex- 
pressed his regret at the want of accommodation 
experienced by the officers of the Irish Legion,, 
upon their first arrival ; but attributed much of 
theit feeling to inexperience ; and trusted that 
though the situation of the war for the present, 
led to innumerable privations, perseverance in the 
cause would ultimiately lead to success and a full 
compensation for past enduj^ances. 

It is impossible for me to pourtray the feelings 
with which I was affiscted as 1 listened to the friend- 
ly address of the General ; I felt that I was in the 
presence of him who was the restorer of his coun- 
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f ry^s independence^ and on whosie zeal ^pd ability 
Mrere founded the hopes of so m^ny of my friends 
and countrymen ; 1 surveyed him att^ntiv^yj a]i4 
with all the ppwers of whf di I was nia3ter> atte/oifpt- 
ed to falhom^the character of tl^is great iiiaii. 

Much has been 9aid of faim^ and t^e yarious au- 
thors who have drawn bis character Ij^e be^Q 
inQuenced by selfish hostility^ or sought to gain 
his favour by 9ervile adulation. } sl^a|l attempt to 
delincfaie his appearance^ and briefly ^^tch ^13 
accomplishments^ as I have witne^s^ th.^m unin« 
fluenced by the extremes of haired pr loye^ and 
with a strict reliance upon justice ^nd truf^. 

I have no object to accpmplish^ no ^leen to gra- 
tify. 
Simon BphiYAft, the supreme chief of ^the republic 

of Columbia, is somewhat about forty-fivp years of 
agOj though his appearance is th9.t of a niaji farther 
advanced in years. Tbe/'e is nothing particularly 
striking in hit9 figure^ but his strongly i^arjc^d fea- 
tures are peculiarly indicative of jthat courage apd 
determination for which he is so remarkable. 

In stature he i§ about five feet s^yen inches^ ra* 
ther thin in iTesib^ but straight a^n^ sinewy. His, 
visage is long and sallow, a^d b^ars the trap^ of 
deep thought, ajnd unceasing a^^i^ety^ conse- 
quent on the arduous duties he ha^ to regulate a^^ 
fulfil. His hair is long and darK, and, as it flows 
oyer his shoulders, confined by a ribband ; eyqs darjc 
and piercing } and whether beaming with benig- 
uity> pr Hiudling tender t^e effects of passion^ they 
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b^ray the natural firmaess and determination of 
his mind ; his eyebrows are dark^ with an inter mix- 
tureof p^rey hairs^ which^ when viewed with the large 
black mustachios^ on his upper lip^ give to the face a 
deg^ree of ferocity, of which, were it wholly deprived 
of the latter^ and the former to undergo a little 
trimming, it would be wholly destitute. His nose 
is long and thin, rather inclined to the aquiline 
cheek bones high, and bis chin long, and pointed ; 
his forehead is high and round, and gives a cha- 
rdcter to the rest of the face, for talent and intensi- 
ty of thought. His general appearance is that of 
a man whose mind was constantly upon the 
stretch to achieve some grand object^ in the ac- 
complishment of which he was not to be retarded 
by the interference of mihor obstacles ; and his 
body bore evident traces of the zeal and assiduity 
with which he laboured, regardless of privation or 
bodily fatigue. 

He speaks little, and generally appears absorbed 
in reflection. His directions are issued with clear- 
ness and precision, and the full marked tone of 
voice, in which they are given, are in themselves 
sufficient to convince the person to whom they are 
directed, that they must be obeyed. 

His projects are aptly conceived, and executed 
with promptitude ; the greater concerns of the re- 
public, wholly absorb his attention, the minor ones ' 
are iefl: to his inferior officers^ who but too fre- 
quently neglect their duties, or execute them with 
a partiality, in no wise allied to justice. 
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He is remarkable for personal courage ; at all 
times rushing into the midst of the conflict^ ani- 
mating, by his example^ the spirit of his followers* 
The sanguinary model afforded him by the Spa- 
niards^ has ever made him careless of the quan*- 
turn of blood spilt ; and he acquiesces in the retali- 
ation which is exercised on such prisoners as fall 
into the hands of the Independents : he has even 
been a witness, on many occasions, to the exe- 
cution of some of the unfortunates who have fallen 
into the hands of his troops. But in the exercise 
of this recriminative murder, the Patriot army fall 
far short of the refined cruelties practised upon 
them by the Spaniards, under the command of the 
blood-thirsty Morillo. 

His skill in military tactics is far Inferior to that . 
in practice in European or civilized states ; but 
when exercised in the countiy which lias been so 
Jong the seat of revolutionary warfare, he has 
shewn a knowledge of his own resources, and of 
those positions in which he could bring his soldiers 
to act with the greatest success against the Spani- 
ards. He is very deficient in his knowledge of the 
mancEUvrcs of a regular army in the field, but is tho- 
roughly acquainted with the plans necessary to 
defeat the enemy in the recesses on the plains. He 
has often been defeated in his attacks^ upon regu- 
larly fortified towns, but has been generally suc- 
cessful when engaged with the enemy in the open 
battle. His native troops are bold and courageous, 
and rush upon the Spanish soldiery with all 
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the feelings of hatred and revenge. The in- 
t^cburse and regulation consequent on the intro- 
duction of the British and German Legions^ have 
already been attended with marked symptoms of 
improvement in the Independent army. 

Bolivar is a native of the Caraccas, of a 
good family, and was possessed of a very con- 
siderable share of landed property. On the 
delivery of the country to the Spaniards in 1812^ 
he^ after having liberated his numerous slaves, 
emigrated, with many others, to the island 
of Curacoa, from whence he proceeded to Car-^ 
thagena^ and having obtained from the Con- 
gress at New Grenada, a division of six hundred 
men, he crossed the Andes, and commenced his 
career of glory in the province of Venezuela. 
He was soon joined by an immense army, and has 
since suffered several reverses of fortune ; but 
steadily pursuing the accomplishment of his wishes, 
he perseveres, and the cause of freedom and inde- 
pendence is rapidly triumphing over the slavish 
tyranny in which his countrymen were bound ^y 
the Spaniards. 

The following anecdote of this extraordinai^ 
man will not be considered out of place. When 
he first planned the emancipation of his country, 
independent of his property in territory and slaves, 
he had a vast quantity of gold. He clearly fore- 
saw the vicissitudes of the warfare would be such, 
at the first onsets that did he attempt to carry it 
withhimj it would be but to deliver it ipto the hands 
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of Ws .enemies. Fired with this idea, and well 
^hdging it might one day be in part the means of 
frying his country, yet afraid to trust a human 
being/ Ife chose from his numerous slaves, four 
«rf tfii^ most worthless : these, in the dead of i night, 
he led to the most sequestered part of the forest, 
caused them to dig a pit, and there deposited 
his treasure ; ere the morning dawned, the tadk Wa^ 
finished. Fearful of discovery, before human being 
ever agaiii spoke to them^ his guard wa^^.caTfed 
forth, and they were made the innocent Victims 
^ thqr coimtry's freedom. After various vicrssi- 
lu^^,^ and a long lapse of time, the Caracca^ 
falling into the hands of the Independents, the 
treasure was found by him as it was left, and was 
devoted to the use he intended^ when it was first 
buriedi 

The day after his arrival at Angustura, I went 
to the congress, and Heard him propose thejunc- 
t ion of the States of FencsueZa and JVeio Gre- 
nada, under the denomination of the republic of 
JV'ew Columbia. His voice was bold, strong, and 
clear ; he spoke with fluency ; his attitude was 
easy, and his action graceful. He, in a summary 
manner, reviewed the forms of government of the 
several European Nations, and the republican 
form-^f the United States ; pointing out, with the 
m'ost^&ute discrimination, the several defects and 
beatities in each, and recommended a form, uniting 
in its^iiirrangements, and principally extracted from, 
those of Great Britain and the United States: Iti 
making the several details, he cleariy proved that 
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his was no partial or inaccurate survey^ but one 
founded on actual observation and research ; he 
having visited France, J^^in, England and North 
jimericot, and studied tbe.manners of their several 
inhabitants, and the mode of administering the 
laws;. The French and JQngli^ languages he un- 
derstood, and spoke the former -wit}! fluency ; and 
as he entered into the various stat^m^nts of the 
.objects which the Congress should have in view, 
in their diiferent enactments, his auditors could not 
but feel, that they were in the presence of Bouva^r. 
1 felt it most strongly, and , as I looked upoQ the 
finimated countenance of the chieftain,. I conceived 
tha^t he alone could have succeeded in the hazard- 
pus attempt which was soon to be completed. 

Af^wtura now became a scene of the .utmost 
festivity ; ball succeeded ball, and enlertainmefkits 
Jn. honour of the Supreme chief, were the order of 
tUe day : every one appeared happy ; each face 
that presented itself was clothed with smiles ; the 
ravages and terrors of war were forgotten, and 
pleasure at the release from thraldom was uni- 
versal. But by far the most splendid^ and indeed 
' Ihe first public eaiertaiament given to Pplivak, 
was that by the British merchants, and to which 
the mernbers of Cox\gf;^SjJLbQ military, and res- 
pectable merchants We*fe kivited. Dinner was 
i^rved up with the greatest possible splendour ; no 
expense was spared in procuring every thing that 
was rare, and could add to the luxury of the board, 
gr gratify the appetite of the greatest epicure* 
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The' cloth being removed^ the health of the 
'* Supreme Chief/* was drank with the greatest 
enthusiasm ; he briefly^ but in strongly emphatic 
language^ gave utterance to his feelings^ on an oc* 
casionthe most joyous in his life ; — the arms of the 
Patriots had been again triumphant over their op- 
pressors, and, to be thus received by his country- 
^ men, fellow-citizens, and soldiers, could not add to 
his seal in prosecuting the cause in which all were 
equally interested, but served to shew him more 
strongly the value of that freedom which they 
sought, and the oppressive weight of those bonds 
wrilh which they had been entwined, and from the 
trammels of which, they were now fast emerging. 
The cause of the Independents of South America 
had not been sefTered to droop ; its spirit bad been 
cherished by those to whom the value of liberty 
was known ; many of the European States had 
come forward in their cause ; England had its 
Legion, and Ireland had raised its army ; with such 
powerful and voluntary aid there was now nothing 
to fear, but every thing to hope. The chief, to ray 
utter surprize, concluded an animated harangue, 
by proposing the health of his '' highly valued friend 
General Devereux, and the Officers and Soldiers 
of the Irish Legion/* Words are inadequate to do 
justice to the excess of my feelings ; to me they were 
overpowering ; I felt that unmerited obloquy had 
been thrown upon tlie character of the General, 
and that however ill arranged some of his plans 
may have been, he had made no promises that 
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would not have been fulfilled^ nor held out induce- 
ments that would not be recognized^ and to the 
fullest extent ratified, by the Columbian Govern- 
ment. I was now in the presence of the supreme 
Chief, and an immense number of his Officers ;— 
the only Officer of the Irish Legion which, with 
its General, had been so handsomely noticed by the 
supreme Chief; I briefly returned thanks/ though 
from the state of my health I was wholly unfitted for 
giving utterance to any thing like what I knew the 
handsome compliment demanded. Similar ap- 
propriate toasts were proposed and drank, but as 
they fall not within the sphere of my present work, 
I pass them over unnoticed. 

The Ball-Rooms, which in the course of the 
evening, were thrown open, were large and spa- 
cious ; splendidly laid out, and decorated with 
festoons of laurels and evergreens ; and ornament- 
ed with transparencies, emblematic of the occasion. 
The Spanish Ladies were extremely interesting 
in their appearance ; their dresses were rich though 
fantastically gay : their eyes and hair are generally 
dark^ the former brilliant and sparkling. The 
gracefulness of their figures was admirably dis- 
played, as they went through the figures of the 
waltz, and surpassed any thing I had ever seen ; 
I could not but regret that my state of health inca- 
pacitated me from being a partaker, I was there- 
tore obliged to submit to be a silent spectator of 
the fascinating scene. 
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BouvAR was the most accomplisbed dapoer of 
fhe party, and waltzed the greater part q( the eye- 
nin^ with an elegant and sprightly girl^ the niece 
pf Gleneral Soublbtt. > His address on the occ£|sion 
was more than usually prepossessing, and^ in the 
full spirit of the d^nce, he seen^e^ to forget the tur- 
bulence of his life of warfare, s|nd think but of the 
j^iappiues^j^ which this display qf animi^t^ gaiety 
presented* 

Fruits^ sweet-meats, and sangaree^ a drink some^ 
what similar to negus, with vineaofthe most costly 
linds were handed about^ during t\\e dance ; 
about three o'clock, supper was ^nnqunced^ and 
served up with an equal deg;ree of sumptu<Misaes9 
^the dinner had been ; in fact nothing could ex- 
ceed the style in which the whole thing waa got 
^p, as South America alone w^s pot ransacked for 
materials, but the Westdndies a.nd even England 
contributed their several shares in tJie dainties 
which ornamented the festive board ; and th^ 
livings, &c. were superior in quality. After spend- 
the night with the utmost harrnony and festivity,^ 
the company separated about day-break^ 

']^he following morning, 1 breakfasted, by in vita-, 
tipn, with G£N^Ai4 Majunq, whp received me 
most aflTectionatply ; he regretted much the fftte 
of my late companion, and congratulated me upon 
the improvement in my own health. He promised 
me every assistance in his power in furthering the 
progress of my business regarding^ Colonel Meade*^ 
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MAiiitid ii^'th^ second chief in the republic ; he 
wa^ Vice President of the congress, but owing to a 
diispute with the Supreme Chiefs he was removed 
from the situation^ and in his stead Don Antonio Zea 
wHS appdinted^-^a man of powerful abilities^ and 
and who bdd zealously exerted himself in the pro* 
ihMioti of the independence. He had also^ on a 
fbM^ bcfca^ion^ been removed from the command 
df the armies of the east ; at a time when Aiushendi 
was brought a prisoner to Angustura, charged 
with willing to depose Admiral Baioitf from the 
command df the fleets and appointing to /that situ-' 
ation his own brother-in«law^ CoMiifODORE J6Lir« . 

Arismendi was awaiting his sentence in a dun-* 
geou wheh the dreadftil news arrived^ that the Span- 
iards were on their march towards the capital, with 
an itoiraense army. Every thing was in confusion, 
and the array without a leader ; and such the fame 
of the imprisoned general that the call for bis 
liberation^ and appointment to the command was: 
universaK The Spaniards^ aware of the prepara- 
tions making for their reception^ adopted the more 
prudential plan of a timely retreat. 

Of all the native commanders I had yet seen 
Marino was^ in appearance, the most prepossessing/ 
Uh open good-natured counlenatice, approaches, 
in g^eral outline to the English^ and unlike the 
rest of his brother officers^ U is unadorned with 
mustachios s he is undauilted in courage, and enters 
not into the spirit of cold-blooded butchery, which 
18 so generally exercised towards all prisoners^. 
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He seems not more than ihirly years of age and is 
desserveclly a favourite witli the ofiicers of the 
British Legion ; perhaps not less on account of 
the excellence of his mess^ than his general deport- 
ment. His mess indeed^ is the most superb of any^ 
as he is a good deal of an epicure^ and is never un- 
attended by regular French cooks ; in this reject 
he differs much Trom Bolivar^ who cares not what he 
eats^ and dislikes the trouble attendant on regular 
feastings ; he^ in fact^ in some degree^ prides him- 

self in sharing the fare of the common soldier, who 
has, as a soldier participated in his dangers 
and difficulties. Marino was a strict disciplin- 
arian^ and stood higher as a military commander 
than any of the other generals ; he was beloved by 
his soldiers to a degree bordering on veneration ; 
this was manifested most amply at the time when 
he was removed from the command of the armies — 
some huudrcd of his men laying down their arms 
and returning to their homes. 

ypon my return from this visit, a long conver- 
sation in which Captain Puel^n and I reviewed 
former scenes in our native land, was interrupted 
by the entrance of a stranger, and in a moment my 
host was in the arms of Colonel Pigott, a friend 
to whom he was long attached, and whom he la- 
mented as the victim of Spanish cruelty. This 
gentleman had the command, in several campaigns, 
of the regiment in which Phelan had a company ; 
and was extremely beloved by all of those under 
his command ; he was, says my friend, " the rigid 
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commander, on parade^ and in the field, but duty 
once over, he was the brother, the friend, the 
companion of his officers, arid the father of' his sol- 
diers.'" His health having suffered during the' late 
dmnpaign, he sought and obtained leave ot absence, 
and was on his way to one of the tVest India Is- 
lands when he was taken prisoner by the crew o{ 
a Spanish i^letchera> and.carrieci to the Maine, lie 
was forced to march on foot to Cumand, upwards 
of 400 miles, enduring every privation and. suf* 
fering of which hurtian nature was ..capable. For- 
tunately for him, upon the first attack of the Fle£- 
dhera he took the precaution of throwing over^ 
board his regimental commission, and every arti- 
cle that could possibly lead to a ktiowledge of hi^ 
having served in the Patriot army ; a crime for 
which he would have forfeited his head ; reta^iniiig' 
in his possession his . commission as a Captain in 
the British service, with the thtee years leave of 
absence >vhich he had obtained previous to his 
leaving Ungland^ for South America. On his trial 
he claimed protection as a British officer, add as 
no proof could be advanced, that he had joined (he 
Independents, he was liberated and provided with 
a passage to St. Thomas's from^ wherice he riow 
arrived at head quarters. 

Captain P^elan received him as on^ risen from 
the grave; the news of his capture had no sooner 
arrived at AngUstura than all hopes of survival 
were at an end — no circumstances weighing with 
the Spaniards to extend mercy to any who had 
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borne arms in the revolutionary war. His unex- 
pected arrival Was hailed with joy by all who for- 
merly bad the pleasure of his acquaintance ; but 
by none more than P&elak^ who prevailed on him 
tb remain at hii^house^ until an opportunity oflered* 
^r both joining the army. 

The foUowing^ morning I waited on Genera! 
Arismendi^ with .the letters of introduction I had^ 
been furnished with fot him, from my friends in 
Trinidad ; and could not complain of my recep- 
tioQy, though his natural manners incapacitated 
him From exhibiting those feelings or appearances, 
of cordiality, with which I was greeted by Marina. 
The General was remarkably poliie, and very pa^:- 
ticular in his inquiries concern tng Colonel Meade i" 
he expressed his sorrow that his influence with the 
Congress was at present so weak, but promised to 
apply on my behalf to the Chief himself. Alto- 
gether t was pleased with my visit, though it was 
impossible for me to divest myself of the Reeling 
that 1 was in the company of Arhmendi, whose 
i^eeds of blood I had beard related by Romano it> 
Marguafitta, and the plans of whose vengeance to- 
wards the Spaniards, all the torrents of blood he 
had shed was insiifBeient to quench. His personal 
appearance is unprepossessing, his figure smaH 
^nd short, but his action quick and lively ; hi& ut- 
terance is rapid, and he receives his id^as with a^ 
much rapidity as they are communicated. His 
face is acute and every feature in it be&rs strong 
testimony to the Ufe be has led, th^ scenes of blood* 
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tshed in which he has been ena;aged| and his deter- 
minficion to persevere in bis plan of Spanish extern 
luiuation^ until his country is wholly iree^ and n^ 
leased from the slavish dominion ci PminvtKnn^ 

AmsMEirDi is Governor of Marguaritto, and 
has exercised his rights of office with such eSkct 
against the enemies of his country's indepeudpncw^ 
that his idiand has been denominated a *' slaughtffr 
house/' and its governor *' the general butcher/^ 
Such being the universal feelings it is unnepesBary 
for me to add another syllable. , 

Through the extreme kinduQ^B atid atteatkm of 
Mrs. PHSi:.iN and her worthy husband^ I was fast 
recovering from my serious illness^ thoi^h Btill un* 
able^ without assistance^ to walk oue huii4re4 
yards. I was therefore determined to urgie for an 
answer to the dispatches of Colonel MaAOE^ with 
which 1 had encountered. so many difficulties^ and 
which the Siguor Ciaoozi had laid before ttie 
Congress^ exerting not orily his influenfie but his 
interest^ in promoting the wishes therein expreeisted. 
1 was strongly advised^.faty mybost^ to apply ip 
person to the Supreme Chief, \rho waa at all (im^ 
^nxious to dispense justice^ and particularly pqrtial 
to the British. In consonance with thi9 stiggesitiQn 
I took my place, the following day^ vritb (eii i>r 
twelve other ofiicefst in the apartment 2ld|oinif|g 
the audience hall. A^t^ran hour's impatient Viit-? 
ing, )}ouvAn passed us with a hurried atep^ nfi» 
companied by his Aid-de-camin and an interprejter. 

A few minutes after^ the interpreter retqrne^j 9w\ 
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asked me if I had business with his Excellency; 
having answered in the affirmative, he desired me 
to follow him, and in an instant I again found my- 
self in the presence of the Chief. 
' '■ His Aide^e^camp had retired, and he was alone, 
seated on a sofa at the extremity of the rocfm ; his 
dress was a plain blue English surtout, white pan- 
taloons, and hussar boots. When entering I sa- 
luted him, which he graciously returned, and 
beickohed me to seat myself upon the soia on which 
he was seated; seeing me hesitate, he again pointed 
with his (inger to the sofa, on which I immediately 
seated myself. I briefly sketched the business 
ppbn which 1 came to Angustura ; mentioned the 
circumstances under which Colonel Meadb had re- 
,tired from Marguaritta, and the disappointments 
many had experienced from the noii-fulfilaient of 
promises made to them ia Ireland by General De- 
TCREUx. With the circumstances of the treatment 
the Colonel had undergone, he said he was per- 
fectly acquainted, - and that every thing should be 
done to make amends ; desired me to apply to the 
Secretary of the Congress upon the ensuing day, 
and that he would furnish me with letters with 
•which I was to return to Trinidad \o Colonel 
Meade, and upon the complete restpration of my 
health I was ordered to return and join my legion, 
or if I thpught it more prudent, I was at liberty to 
^oin the staff of General Arismekdi, * an offer be- 
fore made me through Colonel Low. General De- 
YEUEvx he eeteeraed most highly, and expressed 
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his surprise at the defection that had taken plac& 
among such of his troops as had landed at Mar^ 
guaritta. He informed me that upon my retura 
from. the mission in which 1 was going, my com- 
mission should be made out, confirming the rank 
conferred on me by Colonel Meade ; and that he 
looked with hope for the arrival of the rest. of thq. 
Irifth Legion. 

When I spoke of the privations of the Legion at 
Jliarguaritta, of my own sufferings, and the fate of 
my friend Jamieson, he sat, apparently absorbed ia 
thought, with his eyes fixed upon the ground* — 
Suddenly starting from this position^ he briefly 
said, '' comforts in a situation like ours, are im^ 
possible-^is there any thing farther that 1 can now 
do for you ?"— '' your Excellency" said I, *' has 
ordered me to. Trinida,d, and I am without means" 
— ^' Ihe Government" said he, evidently mistaking 
the, purport of my application, ^' c;^nnot comply 
with the private demands of any Officer of the Irish 
Legion, until the q.greements entered into with 
them by General DfiTEREux ar^ fully inade knovrn*'* 
** Your Excellency misunderstands me ; all I ne- 
quire is a moiety pf the pay which is now due me, 
sufficieut to d efray my expenses to^ and from Tri^ 
nidad.*' ^' How much will suffice?" •* Whatever 
your Excellency may think proper"^' No, no*" 
said he, " name a sum." — I immediately replied-r- 
** Fifty dollars :" — he, with a hurried motion, drew 
from his waistpoat tlwew doubloons, and plaped 
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them in my bands, \rhen I bowed and retired.*-^ 
Three doubloons are equal in ralue to sixty dollars, 
a sum which, from the late scarcity, I almost con« 
sidered as inexhaustible. Gratified by the result of 
my yisit 1 retqmed to my quarters, to acquaint my 
friend with the fruits of my interview, and mak^ 
preparations for my departure from Angtistura, 

I waited, according to my directions, upon the 
Secretary of the Congress, and received the dis«- 
patches. I now seriously began to get myself in 
readiness ; and upon inquiry, found that a schooner 
had been lying in the river, and would sail for Iri- 
nidad the day following ; in th^s vessel ) took my 
passage. 

iiieutenant Martin, hearing of iny intended de«- 
parture called on me, and grasping me by the 
band, wished to know wh^t it was in his power te 
do for me, as he still had my coat, and having worn 
it so long he could not think of returning \U I up- 
braided him with having so mean an i^iiuon of me, 
as, after all bis kindness, |o think of a thing of such 
trifling import. '^ No, no," said be, *' Yqu can a$ 
ill bear ^he loss of a coa( as myself,^' saying whipb, 
he ran off, and ) di0 not again see him for two 
hours, when he returned mount^ upon a noble 
horse. '' Here*' said he, *' I w^s determined not 
to remain in your debt, and hope you will accept 
this animal, whiph, through Signor CA^poaA, I 
have obtained from a Spani^ Colonel." I refused, 
stating that it would now be of little use to uie, so 
near my starting for the West hdies ; but he WQultJ 
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hear of no refusatl^ saying, that he would bring me 
one hundred dollars in Trinidad. He told me he 
had received an order from Bolivar to take the 
command of sortie troops up the river, which would 
be of advantage to him. I congratulated him 
upon the event, and bade him adieu. Poor M ar- 
ns ! t have since often thought of him ; with all 
his failings and peculiarities, he had an honest 
heart, and thought no exertion or trouble thrown 
away that could add to the happiness or comfort of 
a friend. 

The morning of departure arrived, 1 waited on 
Don AirroNio Zba, the Vice President of the Con- 
gress, for my passport. He was kind and polite, 
gave me my passport, and shaking me warmly by 
the hand, wished me a safe voyage, a speedy re- 
covery of my health, and hoped soon to see me 
return to nly post, well and happy. Upon this oc- 
casion. Colonel Low, acted as interpreter, an offi* 
cer whom, in military knowledge, and soldierly 
appearance^ the cause has no equal ; he is uni* 
venially beloved, and the friend of all. 

1 had now only to part with those dear friends 
to whom 1 was indebted for my life, and never 
can I foi^t their kindness ; a stranger, friendless, 
and labouring under the accumulating miseries 
of srckness and poverty, I was taken under theii" 
hospitable roof, and treated more as a brother, 
or a son, than one whose only claim was his dis- 
tressing situation. To speak what I felt as I em- 
braced and bade farewel to Mrs. Publan is im* 
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possible ; her* te'ars spoke her regret, as I ,took 
the arm of her husband and walked towards the 
beach. As we proceeded, % for the first time 
saw an Irish officer who liad been confined since 
his arrival in Angusturu, with fever, and who was 
now beginning^ to craw! about. He congratulated 
me upon the accomplishment of my business, and 
wished me a prosperous voyage; I afterwards 
saw this gentleman at Triftidad, as I shall after- 
wards mention. 

The boat was in Waiting to Convey irte dn board 
the schooner ; I looked upon Captain Phelin — 
the preserver of my life. I had much to say, but 
the fulness of my heart choked my utterance. I 
stretched out my hajid, which he seized ; a tear 
glistened in his eye, as, after the manner of the 
country, he caught me in his arms,> and, with a 
hurried " God bless you" we parted. I hastened 
to the boat, and as I turned to give him a last 
adieu, his benevolent countenance was bathed in 
the tears of affection. As our boat receded from 
the shore, he stood gazing on us with '' a long lin- 
gering look ;" I kissed my hand, he returned 
my salute, and I soon lost sight of my benefactor ; 
a man who is an honour to the land that gave him 
birth, and whose universal demeanor have made 
him a deserved favourite with all who are honored 
with his acquaintance. 

I now bade adieu to Angustura, . a city, into 
which I had entered fatigued and. hungry, and to 
which, throughout a^ arduous journey, • I had 
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looked forward as the termination of all my suf>- 
ierin^^ and where all the hopes in whidi I had in^ 
duIjQ^ed were to be realized. I had met with 
friends^ and had been treated with kindness ; the 
cofOfnission I liad received from General Devxuvx 
in Ireland, and .the rank conferred on me by 
Colonel Meade, had both been recognized, by the 
proper authorities, and by their orders i was a^aia 
embarked a solitary wanderer. 

Angtistura, the seat of the Government oi the 
Columbian republic, is seated upon the banks oi 
the Orinoco, and was formeriy called St. Thomas*s 
It is built on a rising ground, and, as it recedes 
from the river, and ascends, presents a long, well- 
built, but irregular street, nearly ^n Engli^^h mile 
in length, intersected by cross streets, all verging 
towards the apex of the hill ; and as it descends 
in a northerly direction, terminates in a low 
marsh, exceedingly unhealthy, . engendering dis- 
ease, and of uncommon fatality to European^. 
The houses are either otie or two stories in height, 
principally built with straw and lime, and roofed 
with tile ; the apartments are large and lofty, well 
lighted by numerous windows, which in that 
country are absolutely necessary for the free trans- 
mission of air J instead of panes of glass, the 
inhabitants use a sort of Cane blinds through 
which the air passes freely. The public buildings 
roost worthy of note are, a large chapel, superior 
in structure to any other building in the city; — 
the barracks^ whidi are extensive arid roomyj but 
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destitute ,of every species of accommodation, to 
which European soldiers are accustomed ; — a 
wretched prison^ into which the light of day sel- 
dom .enters ;-^a Calabososa^ or prison in which 
persdns accused of minor offences are immured^ and 
rather more comfortable than that before-men- 
tioned^ — and the Congress hall, which is built in 
the square near the summit of the hill^ and is toler- 
ably commodious, quite sufficient to accommodate 
the twenty-four senators, whose deliberations are 
about to be recognized by the older nations, and 
whose laws, from the specimens already given, are 
creditable to themselves, and formed to promote 
the happiness of those for whose use they are 
enacted. Besides these, there are some excellent 
houses, the residences of the principal officers 
and merchants ; aa excellent tavern ; billiard and 
hazard tables, of which the Spanish and French 
merchants are very fond, and not unfrequently 
indulge to excess. 

The trade of Jngustura, is carried on by a mix- 
ture of Spanish, French, and British merchants, 
but at the time of my visit, the business of the 
merchant had given place to the more fierce trade 
of the soldier, and the rumbling of cannon usurped 
the place of the cart of the dealer. Money was in 
plentiful circulation, and the English merchants 
lived in a style of luxuriant splendour, in a great 
measure unknown to those of tlieir native country. 

The whole city is surrounded with a deep broad, 
moate, which upon the first manifestation of the 
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revolutionary spirit^ was made by the Spaniards ; 
and a large tower is erected upon a commanding 
eminence on the banks of the river^ in front of the 
town^ strongly mounted with cannon. There are 
also cannon placed in the squares, and at the ter- 
minations of the severs|l streets, which^ from the 
situattion of the city> makes it a place of considera- 
Ue strength, and gives it a full command over any 
shipping in the Orinoco. 

The supreme Chief, for the most part, resides in 
the house of his bosom friend and confidant, Mr. 
Hamilton ; an Irishman, who, from the services he 
has rendered to the state, and the abilities and know- 
ledge, which, upon every occasion connected with its 
weal, be displays, has raised himself from the mer- 
cantile situation in which he first visited Angustura, 
toarank in the Columbian Government little inferior^ . 
in the extent of its duties and its cares, to the sitqa- 
; t^on of BouvAR himself. He is a general favorite, 
and such the known integrity of his character, 
that there is no proceeding of moment in the state, 
in which he is not consulted. I regretted exceed- 
ingly that his absence from home precluded the 
possibility of my delivering letters of introduction^ 
with which I was favoured to this respected and 
highly talented individual. 

The sails of the Schooner were set, the wind was 
fair, and we rapidly lost sight of Anguslura^ and 
silently floated on the bosom of the Orinoco. The 
heat of the weather was excessive, and my weak- 
ness so great that I was unable to stay .much upon 
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deck^ or enjoy (be delig;htffil scenery which clothed 
the banks of this majestic river ; it waSj. tberefore^ 
only occasionally that 1 feasted my eyes with na- 
tara's beauiiesj admired the ganribols of the finny 
tribe a« they qiorted on the waters^ or view the life- 
leas trunk of tibe, AUigator as it lay asleep on the 
sbcs^i or floated upon the turface^ like the branch 
of a tresi We came to, at several forts« in itvH 
descent^ where our vessel underwent a strict exami* 
naiian^ and.tt eatsh place 1 was obliged to produce 
my paHsp^MTt ; at one of them near the raoutli of 
th^ river^ we kUided our pilot* As we approttcfaed 
the bar^ it blew a gale> the sea was high^ and for 
some faotind we were in imminent danger^ being iu 
shoal water nut more than three fathoms in depth. 
The Captain was much alanned but kept his fears 
a secnftt frotn me until the dangev was past. 

Nothing particular occurred until we were with* 
in a short distance of Trinidad^ when one morning 
we found ourselves within gun shot of a Fletdiera* 
whidi boisted Spanish colours^ and- fir^d a shot 
right across o«r bows ; this we returned by a dis« 
diargeof four musquets, the only arms we htetd on- 
boaid. Our baric would have been an easy prey> 
but the «iemy seemed cautious^ probably upo^ 
seeing our English colours^ and the nearness to it 
British island^ they waited lor the approach of 
nighty when with certainty they might seize their 
prize. We bore away before them, and as night 
gathered around, it became squally, and the sea 
mn high. Hundom shots followed us^ bot without 
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talking any effect, and as day dawned we found 
ourselves within^ a mile of Port au Spain, beyond 
the possible reach of the enemy. 

About ten o'clock in the morning we anchored 
ia the tutrbour. My spirits were light, and I 
thought of the joy with whidi €!dionel Mmpb 
would "greet my arrival ; after having accom* 
plishedhis business^ regardless of difficulty and 
suffering, I jrettarned to place in bis hands docu^ 
ments from Ihe congress^ expressive of their dis^y 
probation of' the manner in which he had been 
treated at Marguaritta, aiHi recogniaing all the 
authority wkh which he, and the Officers under 
his command, had been invested by General DsviB<- 
RAVX. I basteiied aa shore, and lost no time in 
going to the house of Mr. Whibung, the merchant, 
where be resided; but judge my surprise and 
disappointment on bearing that he bad sailed for 
England some time previous to my. landing. 

Place yourself in my situation, reader ! and yon 
will have some idea; of my present feelings. I 
arrived at Trinidad from Marguaritta almost 
nal^d and pennyless. I landed -upon the Maine 
fiom an open boat ; Captain Jamieson and I had 
travi^ed on foot to Maturin enduring ' every pri- 
vation and d^ree of suffering^ which hunger, 
iatigue, and incessant rains, dread of the ferociou9 
jaws of the Tiger, &c. &c. could inflict upon us ; 
we had traversed the wild plains of the Llanos for 
nearly a fortnight, exposed to fatigue and danger, 
and in a most deplorable Audition arrived at our 
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ffeslination^ ifvhere my companion had fallen a victim 
to the exertions he bad made, and the sufferings he 
had endured ; and where I, in the midst of sick- 
ness, had fought the battles of the Colonel^ and 
bavmg accomplished the objects of my hazardous 
joorney, I returned to meet him at Trinidad. I 
was now a solitary stranger, deserted by him in 
whose service I was employed, without friends, 
wkhout the means of returning to Angwtura, 
lirkhoQt the means of returning to my native coun- 
try, and with the loss of my health, which to me 
Was of the greatest consequence. It Is but justice 
to Colonel Meads to state, that very soon after my 
conipaniou and I had sailed from the island, a 
report was in circulation in' Port au Spain, and 
universally credited, that we had both been tak^n 
prisoners by the Spaniards,- .and as a matter of 
cwarse, suffered the punishment consequent upon 
our attachment to the independant cause. Coq-. 
cetving, under these circumstances, his case hope- 
kss,.be had returned to England. When I after- 
wards met him in Dublin, nothing could exceed 
Ms surprise at finding I w^stiU ia the laqd of the 
living. ^ 

. Disconsolate, I wandered | scarcely iinew 
W^nther, and after a couple of hpurs r^mbliog;, I 
found myself opposite to the house of doctor O'Con- 
nor by whom I had been furnished with letters of 
mtroduction when going upon the Maine. I eu- 
tered and as he shook me warmly by the hand, joy 
sat upon his countenance ; he ordered ^refl:esll- 
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ments, aftei* which he made me relate mv adven- 
luces. He seemed to participate in my feelings, 
as I told him what 1 had suffered, and the solitary^ 
desolate situation to which 1 was how reduced ; in^ 
quired what were my intentions for the future. — 
With these it was impossible to make him ac- 
quainted, as I was still in ignorance of what course 
I should pursue. I had now found a friend, h\A 
my future prospects were still a mystery evea to 
myself. 

* Thekindness of Doctor O'Connor to me was be- 
yond any thing I could have hoped for or expect ; and 
as the recovery of my health was what, for the mo- 
ment he seemed most interested ia, he furnished 
me with\ medicine, and no comfort that his house 
could afford, nor delicacy that the island could 
/furnish, was wanting to accomplish the desired ob- 
ject. The heart of the Doctor was truly Irish, and 
the instances of ingratitude he had met with, hacl 
but little ieffect iti restraining the overflow of afiec- 
tion manifested to his countrymen. Many of those 
disconsolate youths who had landed from Margua^ 
ritta at Trinidad, having told their '' tale of woe*' 
were relieved by his benevolence ; and some whose 
parents had been previously known to him, when 
pursuing bis studies in Dublin, were riot ouly taken 
into his bouse>and partook of ail the dainties of his 
exhilarating board, but, upon their own personal 
securities, or drafts upon their friends in Ireland, 
Aivere either furnished with money to pay their pas- 
^ge homewards^ or he p^tssed his word to the Capr 
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tain^ which tras a sufficient security. And how wm 
this interested goodness repaid I With ing^titude ! 
Xiike the morning's dream it vanished from the me- 
mory without leaving an impression; and Doctor 
O'Connor^ has paid sums of money for some of 
those heroes, who are now rioting in plenty, forget- 
ful of the situation from which his charity had pre^ 
fiierved them. 

Under the o^e of this phibnthropist I found Mr; 
Leave, the young officer whom 1 had parted from 
at Maturin, under such wretched circumstances. — 
His womH>ut ^snaciated form was gradually becom- 
ing more tense, and he could now walk: about and 
praise the bounty of his host, for Which he was in- 
debted for his returning vigour. 

In Trinidad, I first heard of the unfortunate 
death of my youthful friend Cornet Robert Eccles. 
The constitution of this amiable young man was 
not framed in the strongest mould ; he w^ r^ 
moved from the enjayments of those comforts and 
attentions, to which, in early life, he was accus- 
tomed, and afier undergoing the hardships of the 
island of Marguaritia, he sunk under the load of 
want and disease,' and his body was committed to 
the deep on the passage from that to Jamaica. 

A visible improvement was every day taking 
place in my health, and I began to look forward 
with considerable anxiety to the future. I was 
uncommonly desirous to return to Angustura, upon 

a favourable change taken place in my health, and 
restore the dispatches, relating my disappointment. 
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and the departure of Colonel Meade to England. 
This my friends strenuously opposed^ and urged my 
return to Britain, and by laying my dispatches be* 
fore the Colonel^ disabuse not only his^ but the 
public mind as to the reality of those powers grant* 
ed to General Devereux^ and give the lie to the 
foul calumnies^ which had already found their way 
into the public journals. I was not prepared to 
combat the prudence which this plan suggested^ 
nor without a hope that Colonel Meade would 
again return to the West^ and serve in that cause^ 
in which he had already expended so much money. 
. A difficulty still presented itself to the accom«» 
plishment of this end^ on which my mind was now 
fully made up ; the money with which I had been 
provided by Bolivar was expended^ in defraying 
some trifling debts contracted in Angustura ; in 
paying my passage^ and furnishing stores for the 
voyage to Trinidad; and in some little extra ea^ 
penses incurred during my residence at the house 
of Doctor O'Connor ; in fact^ I was p^nnyless — r 
To make application to the Governor^ and claim 
protection^ as a British subject^ was^ I was told^ 
wholly useless ; as I had forfeited all right to that 
protection by engaging a second time in a cause 
which I had previously^ but partiaiiyj abandoned. 
The kindness of my host was still unchanged^ h^ 
t>rofiered to advance money to take me home ; an 
offer which my feelings would not allow me to ac- 
cept^ as I had already trespassed but too far oti his 
humane liberality. The knerchants . pf Port au 

T 
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Spain, on my forlorn condition being represented' 
to them, and. my resoiotionj at once put an end to 
my difficulties, by providing me with ftmds to 
make my return not only possible, but comfort- 
able. 

Among the most active of my friends, who were 
so zealous in promoting tlie views of Mr. Leavb and 
myself, were Mr. Saunderson, one of the principal 
law anthoriHes in the island,* Mr. White, the South 
American Consul, the Collectors, &c. Ac. ' 

Thus furnished with the means, I was daily on 
the look oat for a vessel, and in a few days heard 
of one about to sail for BrisloL As I was one 
morning proceeding towards the wharf to secure 
rtiy passage, I encountered a gentleman whose fea* 
tures I tbonght I recollected, and who gased ear* 
n^lly upon nife ; 'it was Mr. Dunlap, with whom 1 
had parted on the morning of my leaving ^gns^ 
tnra, but how changed in his appearance ; h\^ 
pallid face had vanished, and ruddy health sat upon 
every feature, and his weak «nfe^led limbs were 
now strong and muscular. I congratulated him 
upon the favouraUe change, and inquired ft>r the 
friends I had parted with. They were well, and 
the only changes that had taken place were in the 
quarters of Colond Pioorr, and Captain Phelan 
who had gone up the river to join the army. 

As nve walked, arm in arm, towards the vess^, 
he informed me that be was from the North of he^ 
land, near the OianVs C^usettmf, and wished opoa 
my return' (hat I trould wait upon his friends, who 
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had not heard of him since he left them^ and inform 
them of his present situation ; a promise which 1 
made> and have since faithfully fulfilled; From that 
morning to the day of my departure we were inse- 
parable^ and a more worthy or more honest fellow 
I have never^net. 

It is unnecessary for m^ to ebter into any farther 
details ; a few days saw Mr* Leave and myself on 
board the Assidous, Captain Jenkins^ bound for 
Eno^land. We bade adieu to our friends and sailed ; 
our passage was rough ^od the weather squally^ but 
throusrhout we were treated with the utmost kind- 
ness by the Captain and crew ; and after a passage 
of six weeks^ landed at Bristol on the 11th of May 
18^. 
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MY landing in Bristol terminated all my cares* 
my fatigues^ my privations^ anxieties^ and suffer- 
ings — and inrith tbeir termination ended my Jour-^ 
nal> whicb> I take it for granted^ the reader has aN 
ready perused. Mine is no work of fiction^ — no 
story thrown together as a mere matter of book- 
making — no selfish or partial tale^ entered upon 
for the purposes of servile flattery^ or as a medium 
for the circulation of personal abuse or calumny ; 
it is ^' a plain unvarnished tale ;'' a candid state- 
ment of those things to which I have been a wit- 
ness, and of which I have spoken faithfully, with- 
out taking the slightest advantage of the privilege 
of travellers. I have already stated, that 1 am not 
interested in any allusion 1 have made> with or 
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against^ any individual or body of men ; I an\ not 
the advocate of General Devkreux, nor the calum^ 
niator of those who have been most forward ia 
calling in question^ not only the manner in which 
they conceived themselyes deceived^ but in tote 
denying his power to raise a l/^ion in Ireland.—^ 
Of them I sbail only say that they have been de* 
ceived, not by General Deyerei^^ but by them^ 
selves ; they having returned without any possible 
means of appertaining the extent of his authority^ 
many of them returning in the same vessels iu 
which they sailed^ after a visit of a few hours, to 
the '' inhospitable"' shores of Marguaritta ; and 
of the otber-^-tbat his arrangements were injudi* 
cious ; perhaps a stronger term might be Applica- 
ble. There was certainly an unaccountable degree 
of blindness^ stupidity^ or ignorance on the part of 
the General, in granting the command to some 
whose days passed over in idleness and de- 
baactiery, and whose nightis were spent in drunk« 
enesS or the in&ituations.c^the hazard table. 

This, however, is a question which it is not for 
me to discuss. It is not for me to know any thing 
of the private character of General DeyerbcXji nor 
of his talents to carry into full operation the task 
which he undertodc/althcHigh Mr. O'Connell has 
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placed it on record, that he ^' never knew a man 
better suited to such circumstances, than General 
Devereux ;" it is sufficient for me to know, that his 
powers were not fictitious or assumed, but autho- 
rized by BouvAR, and that tile commissions of such 
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America kidependance were fully recognised and 
acknowledged. This is a &ct of which I am itiy- 
seff an example^ and I now— ^' an unbought man 
that relurni ;" assert, fearless of contradiction, that 
DfiTEBSiTX was the person whom be represented 
bimself to be« and undesenring the biUer langaage 
nade use of, in a pamphlet, by a squad of those 
who returned dispirited, without the poHibUity of 
tkmr being able to form any opinion upon the real 
■Krits of the case. 

" We sought glory" said those heroee, *' and 
^^ whst did we find ? That a gang of sadril^ious 
" impostors, had profaned the sacired names of God 
^ and Liberty, to swindle their fellow^couatrymeru 
* We found no receptiori nor compassion fronn 
^ those we went to risk our lives and spill our 
^ blood for — instead of battles and martial priva^ 
" ttons— we found nothing before us but contempt, 
'' starvation, and the ignoble death of vagabonds 
'* and paupers It!" This is a heavy charge truly> 
but hcrw is it substantiated, and by wboia? Of 
llibs^ who enrolled tliemselves in the cause of free- 
drnn under Oeneral Dbvercvx, there are two par^ 
ties— the one keeping steadfastly in view^ the ob«* 
jeet for which they deserted their eouutry and their 
friends^ made good their way. to Rio de la Haehe, 
Where some found repose '* on the bed of the soU 
dii>r/' others are stilt with the victorious army, and 
have gained for themselves honour and reward, 
wlule a few have returned, pref^lrring the quiet of 
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tteiT peaceful homes^ to what they considered the 
uncertain event of a dangerous and harassing war* 
fare ; the other, and by far the more numerous 
party, returned, many of them having never landed 
at Margiuirittn ; others^ after a few liours, or at 
most a few days residence, not meeting with those 
comforts and accommodations, which their tan-" 
guine anticipations had led them to exiiect, retnra 
in the same vessels in which they had gone out, or 
by the longer route of the West Indies ; and these 
are they who asperse General Devereux, deny the 
existence of those powers by which they '^ were se«^ 
ducedr and denounce him and his friends with tho 
horrible epithet '' a gang of sacrilegious impos- 
tors r 

When General Devereux first raised the stan^ 
dard of Venezuela in Ireland, a vast nutnber of 
young men rallied around it, eager to share in the 
glories attached to a bold people attempting to 
free themselves from the galling yoke of slavish 
oppression, and by their own powers and internai 
resources hold a plasee among the nations. Many 
of the officers had served in the British Army, but 
a great number were raw and inexperienced, and 
mere infants in the art of war ; of the private sol^ 
diers and non<<;ommis6ioned officers, by far the 
greater part were veterans. The cheers, particu^ 
larly such as had never before seen service, bought 
their commissions at a cheap rate, and no expense 
was spared to g^ive them, in appearance, that re- 
spectability which a cause so noble, seenie.I to re« 
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quire. How the money so obtained was disbursed, 
whether it was solely appropriated to the use of the 
Leg;ion^ or squandered in idle extravagance, I 
know not, nor does it come within my province to 
Inquire ; suffice it to say, that the funds of many of 
the officers, by their residence in Dublin^ were 
gradually diminishing, and the anxiety became 
general, for a speedy embarkation ; which took 
place in the months of June and July, 1819. 

The several transports landed in tolerable con- 
dition at Marguaritta ; and here seems to me to 
have been the grand error in the conduct of Gen. 
DfiVKREUx, whose arrangements for their reception 
had not been properly made. Had the troops been 
pushed at once up the Orinoco and landed at 
Anguslura, all the carping of th6 refugees would 
have been for ever silenced, and the authority of 
the General never called in question. These are 
points wliich cannot now be remedied, but which 
candour obliges me to notice ; — at all events^ the 
greater part of the Irish Legion landed at iliargu- 
a^tta, where no preparations were made for them, 
even Admiral Brion and General Engush> who had 
the command of the forces by sea and land, were 
ignorant of this plstce having been fixed upon as 
their place of rendezvous, and, of course, were un- 
prepared to receive them, as they expected. 

The island of Marguaritta, although previously 
chosen as a landing place by General English, was 
among the worst places, in the then posture of 
affairs, upon which to land troops, its dry, warm. 
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unwholesome climate^ the bad quality of the water^ 
the scarcity aad badness in quality of the prayi« 
sionsj and the great deficiency of huts or buildings 
to accommodate our soldiers, were soon manifested 
by tjbie ravage^ which were made by disease. We 
were received by a salute of 21 guns, and the Offi- 
cers in command were kind and attentive, express^ 
in*^ their regret that their not being apprised of 
our approach^ prevented them from having laid ia 
a sufficiency of stores. The troops of General 
Exi^LisH, at least such of them as had been wound- 
ed in a late engagement at Cumana were brought to 
Marguaritta, and though previously recognized by 
the provisional Government of South Amerka, were 
^equally destitute, with us, of those comforts of 
which we all stood so much^in need. But as to the 
general question of the recognition of the commis- 
sions of the Officers of the Irish Legion, even in 
Marguaritta^ there can be but little doubt ; we 
were received at the tables of those in command as 
Officers ; we were furnished with such food and 
accommodation (however poor it was) as the island 
afforded ; and even one of those, who, upon his 
return to Ireland,, was most active in throwing 
odiiim upon the cause, has publickly. acknowledged, 
that '* they received us as allies— ras such they 
sanctioned my commission/J 

At the time of our landing, Bolivar was warmly 
engaged against the enemies of his country at 
Santa Fe, and could not, even by a stretch of ima* 
gination, be supposed to know any thing of our 
arrival ; nor of the place at which it was the inten- 
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tion of General Deyereux to make a landing^*— 
But why/* say those who returned, '* were not 
proper arrangements made, if ^Dbvereux were 
really empowered to raise men, and grant com- 
missions?*' The reply to this question is, in my 
opinion, extremely simple ; when we contrast the 
vast differences between a war among civilized na- 
tions, in an European country, and that on the 
South American Continent, where the state of abo- 
riginal slavery gave place to another species, that 
of the mind, more gallipg, and which engenders a 
ferocity of disposition scarcely allied to humanity. 
In the former, man agaiqst nian strives for the mas- 
tery, using no unfair advantage, \\oX deprived of 
the means of actual existence, inventing no new* 
species of cruelty to torture the unfortunate priso- 
ner ; all is conducted according to the law of na- 
tions, in a clime somewhat more congenial to Eu- 
ropean constitutions ; in the latter, iipder the heat 
of a torrid sun, there are no accomrnodations after 
the fatigues of a day's march, or on the termination 
of a contest ; there is no commissariat department 
to furnish necessaries ; you risk attack from the 
native troops who are secured within their iimgle, 
and which, clothed in their blankets, defy the ra- 
vages of clime ; the risk of falling into the hands of 
an enemy, whose victim you become \ all combined 
make the Venezuetian warfare one pf the utmost 
severity, ^nd to which no Europe^ could lend 
himself, whose mind was not perfectly made up to 
undergo every species of fatigue and privation of 
which human nature was capable. I say whea 
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these and *the uncertainty of the movements in an 
inte$tine war are taken into consideration^ the an- 
swer to the above question seems plain and easy. 
It could not be possible^ that Bolivar could ar- 
range the actual destination of the Irish Legion 

frith General Peverevx^ as from the uncertainty 
of the regimental movements^ he Qould not be sup- 
oosed to know what places would be actually in 
.lis possession, and whether^ upoii the landing of 
.?esh resources, they might not fall into the hands 
rf the enemy; Colonel Hippeslhy and General 
English had each met with a hostile reception on 
heir arrival in the West India islands ; Angustura 
lad beeq taken and re-taken ; Marguaritta was 
several times, alternately, in the hands of the inde- 
)endents and of the blood-thirsty MoaiLifO^ and 
5venupori the day previous to the* arriyal of the 
Hannah, in which I wa^ ^ passei^ger, a Spanish 
ieet had taken its departure from the bay of Juan 
Griego. These points ^re to moj perfectly suffi- 
cient as to the view which General Devereux took 
of the question ; and as to his rectitude of intention 
according to the best of his knowledge, I have no 
doubts. Oqe question to those who returned/ pre- 
vious to closing my subject j were they not sup- 
plied in Marguariita, with a supply of aucb arti- 
cles as were upon the island^'and (p as great an e:3f- 
entas iqost of those native and foreign officers who 
lad been long in the service ? In fine, the troops 
vhich left Ireland in 18 19^ for Soutk America, and 
vhich landed aX Marguaritta, were, though not exf 
)ected>' treated with as much kindness as theyj^ 
•rom the nature of things, cqjjl}^ poSisibly expect. 
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At that time the indepeiidence of South America 
was but partially achieved ; the glorious struggle, 
may now be said to be tompleted ; with the excep- 
tion of one or two places^ the procUpiation of fre- 
dom has been general. General Dbvsreux stands 
high iu the estimation of Bolivar^ the Sapreme 
Chief, of whom it has been said, '' That he ranks 
with the Washingtons and Kosciuskos of the world ; 
the eternal laurel of patriotic triumph wreaths his 
brow, and his glory shines as another burning 
light, to illumine and to warm through the chilly 
gloom, which the Holy Alliance is spreading so 
fast and so thick over the Nations of Europe/ '-« 
The gloomy anticipations which disappointed am- 
bition wrung from Colonel Hippeslt, are buried 
in oblivion ; the petty carpings of the heroes who 
by their desertion of, and subsequent abuse of the 
cause, are for ever silenced ; and the brows of such 
as persevered in the glorious career are enshrined 
with honour. 

A recent struggle on the European continent ; 
the apparent determination on the part of Spain 
and France to attempt the re-subjugation of the 
South American provinces, and the subsequent 
determination which England assumes to prevent 
a free people from, being again encircled in the 
bonds of slavery, have created an interest for these 
people in the minds of a British public that cannot 
be surpassed, and that can he only allayed by the 
final and compfcte establishment oi South American 
independence* 
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